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Palestinians mark Deir Yassin 

AL BIREH (AFPj — Palestinians marked rhe 49th annivmay 
Wednesday of the massacre by a Jewish unura group of 254 Pal ev 
linians in Deir Yassin tillage near Jerusalem. The goals of this mas- 
sacre were die same as the goals oi todays Lsraeii gov emmem — to 
uprow Palestinians from their land." said Faisal Hussemi at a memo- 
rial ceremony. The Deir Yassin massacre was earned out by the lrgim 
, movement led by Menachem Begin who became Israeli prime min- 
■ ister. The slaughter sparked a mass exodus of Arabs fearful of further 
killings. The Israeli settlement of Givat Shaul now covers the fctrmer 
village of Deir Yassin. A representative of the organisation "Deir 
Yassin Remembered that organised the service said ii was trying to 
raise SI 00.000 to establish a memorial so Israelis would also remem- 
ber the massacre. "We warn to build a monument on the same place 
of the massacre." said organisation representative Daniel McGowan 
ai the ceremony in the West Bank city ofAl Bireh. "We want those 
who will visit the Yad Vasherr. holocaust museum, when they look 
through the valley; to also see what happened a, Deir Yassin," 
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'Eid Ai Adha holidays announced 


AMMAN I Petra) — A11 » inistrits ami pub- 
lic institutions will be closed starting 
Wednesday. April 16. and will reopen Mon- 
day. April’ 21. for 'Eid A! Adha holidays, 
according to a communique issued bv Prime 
Minister^.Abdul Salam Majali on Wednes- 
day. Public schools will close today and 
reopen April 21 for spring and 'Eid A f Adha 
holidays. 
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Palestinians not to back Clinton wants 
down in Washington talks Netanyahu to 
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GAZA CITY' ( Agencies j 
— Palestinian officials 
insisted Wednesday they 
would demand a total 
freeze on Israeli settlement 
building when they visit 
Washington this week for 
crisis talks on saving the 
Mideast peace process! 

Brushing aside Israeli 
refusals to consider even a 
temporary suspension of 
Jewish construction in 
Palestinian areas, Palestin- 
ian President Yasser Arafat 
instructed his negotiators 
not to back down on the 
issue when they begin their 
mission in Washington on 
Thursday. 

"Arafat has given orders 
that all settlement activity 
should stop and that Israel 
take no further unilateral 
decisions.** said Saeb 
ErekaL the chief Palestin- 
ian negotiator who will 
accompany Mr. Arafat’s top 
deputy. Mahmoud Abbas, 
to Washington. 

Hassan Asfour, Mr. 
Erekai's deputy; said the 
delegation would also 
. demand that an emerging 
-ILS. plan that could 
involve accelerated negoti- 
ations on the final status of 
Palestinian areas oblige 
Israel to implement out- 
standing commitments 
under interim peace 
accords. 

These notably require fur- 
*^A5Tr*“ Hoop — - withdrawals 
from the West Bank and 
authorisation to open Pales- 
tinian air and sea ports. 

“We want an American 
mechanism to implement 
what has been agreed 
upon,” he said. 

Palestinians have protest- 
ed in the streets and waged 


diplomatic warfare against 
Israel since it began build- 
ing a new Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Jerusalem last 
month despite its obligation 
under signed peace accords 
to negotiaie over Palestin- 
ian claims to .Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

Israel also undermined 
faith in the negotiating 
process by unilaterally 
deciding to limit its next 
scheduled troop withdrawal 
from the West Bank to nine 
per cent of the territory, a 
third of what the Palestini- 
ans wanted. 

The decisions convinced 
many Palestinians that 

Israeli leader Benyamin 

Netanyahu would never 
allow them their goal of an 
independent state in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
with Arab East Jerusalem 
as its capital. 

The result has been 

almost daily violent 
protests on the West Bank 
which have left five Pales- 
tinians killed by Israeli bul- 
lets and three suicide 
bombings against Israel 
which left three dead. 

Tuesday saw the deadliest 
single day of fighting with 
three Palestinians shot and 
killed by soldiers and 

Israeli settlers in Hebron. 

Eleven more Palestinians 
were wounded in clashes in 
the West Bank city on 
WednesdayJ>ut hundreds of 
Palestinian police inter- 
vened to halt the unrest t'see 
separate story). 

A survey of Palestinian 
opinion released Wednes- 
day showed broad popular 
support for taking a hard 
line with Israel, with 63 per 
cent of those queried back- 


ing escalating street 
protests to force a change in 
Israeli policy. 

L-.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton invited the Palestinians 
to W r asblngTon after talks 
Monday with Mr. 

Netanyahu failed 10 secure 
a freeze on settlement 
building or other goodwill 
gestures that might help get 
negotiations back on track. 

After those talks Mr. 
Netanyahu insisted that 
only an effective Palestin- 
ian crackdown on anti- 
Israeli violence can lead to 
a resumption of the peace 
process. 

Mr. Netanyahu discussed 
the security situation 
Wednesday with Defence 
Minister Yitzhak 

Mordechai, who charged 
afterwards that the Palestin- 
ian leaders “still haven’t 
intensified their efforts 
against tenor and the 
sources of terror.” 

Netanyahu spokesman 
David Bar-Illan also reaf- 
firmed Wednesday that any 
freeze on settlement build- 
ing was out of the question. 

“We are only building in 
existing settlements, to 
assure the natural growth of 
these communities.” he told 
AFP. ‘Telling us to freeze 
this is like telling people 
not to have children.** 

At the same time. Mr. 
Netanyahu has offered go- 
for-broke negotiations to 
resolve such big issues of 
the borders and status of the 
Palestinian entity and the 
future of refugees, settle- 
ments and Arab East 
Jerusalem in six to nine 
months, rather than the 

(Continued on page 7) 


prove intentions 


WASHINGTON (Agen- 
cies > — President Bill Clin- 
lon wants Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Neian- 
havu to prove with deeds 
not words he is sincere in 
his proposal to speed up 
peace negotiations with the 
Palestinians, the New York 
Times said Wednesday. 

Only by showing his sin- 
cerity can Mr. Clinton com- 
mit himself and American 
credibility to Mr. Netan- 
hayu's idea for a six- month 
push for a final settlement 
with the Palestnians. U.S. 
officials told the daily. 

"We don't want to invest 
ourselves in a process that 
six months down the road 
shows that it was bound to 
fail from the beginning," 
one official said. 

Following the disappoint- 
ing Clinton-Netanyahu 
meeting here Monday, 
senior U.S. officials said 
they made several "very 
strong suggestions" to the 
Israeli leader “to show 
Palestinians the benefits of 
peace and to prove the seri- 
ousness of bis intentions." 

The suggestions included 
rapid construction of Arab 
housing in East Jerusalem; 
a quiet Israeli agreement 
not to expand Jewish con- 
struction in occupied areas 
while peace talks are under 
way: and an Israeli offer to 
negotiate the size of the 
next Israeli troop with- 
drawal from the West Bank 
due in September, rather 
than deciding it unilateral- 


ly- 

Mr. Netanyahu was also 
pressed to open the Gaza 
Airport and port facilities, 
to provide safe passage lor 
Palestinians between Gaza 
and the West Bank and to 
allow more Palestinians to 
travel in and out of Israel to 
work. 

And during a meeting 
here later this week with 
Palestinian officials. Mr. 
Clinton is expected to insist 
that Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat show his 
commitment to fight terror- 
ism. 

U.S. officials told the 
daily that Mr. Netanyahu 
listened carefully to the 
U.S. message and has 
returned home to consider 
ii. 

Mr. Clinton said on Tues- 
day he believed there was 
"a fairly decent chance” of 
reviving peace talks 
between Israel and the 
Palestinians. 

At a joint news confer- 
ence with visiting Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien, Mr. Clinton gave no 
explanation for his opti- 
mism. 

. "I would .not conclude 
from the fact that I'm giv- 
ing very noncommittal 
answers that we cannot get 
it (the Middle East peace 
process) going again. I 
think there's a fairly decent 
chance that we can," he told 
reporters. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Clashes rage in Hebron; protests in Gaza 


Combined agency 
dispatches 
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NEW CLASHES broke out 
Wednesday following the 
funeral of a Palestinian 
killed by Israeli troops, and 
hospital officials said at 
least 30 people were 
injured by rubber-coated 
bullets. 

Thousands of protesters 
marched behind the flag- 
shrouded body of Nader 
Tsseid, 24, calling for 
revenge and suicide attacks 
against Israelis. Isseid was 
one of two Palestinians 
killed in protests Tuesday 
in Hebron that began after 
two Jewish seminary stu- 
dents shot and killed a 
Palestinian in the divided 
city. 

Palestinian officials said 
Israel must disarm Jewish 
settlers before peace talks 
could resume. 

“‘The olive branch is 
down and the Kalashnikov 
is raised." marchers shout- 
. ed at Isseid’s funeral. 

^■’Revenge, revenge.” oth- 

1 ers yelled. 

‘“The bartle has started.** 
said 24-year-old Yousef 
Dandif, raising his fist in 
the air. 

Palestinian police fired 
21 shots into the air as 
Isseid’s body, wrapped in 
the red, white, green and 
black Palestinian" flag, was 
lowered into the grave. 
Isseid died after several 
hours in a coma Tuesday 
with a bullet in the brain. 

After the funeral, thou- 
sands of Palestinian 
marchers, many waving 
black and green flags with 
militan t slogans, marched 
toward the Israeli-con- 
trolled part of the city, 
where 450 Jewish settlers 
live. 

q Israeli troops fired rub- 
's ber-coated bullets to keep 
the crowd at bay, and pro- 
testers quickly began 
throwing rocks and fire- 


bombs. At one point Pales- 
tinians brought buckets and 
cartons filled with rocks to 
replenish the supply of pro- 
testers on the from line. 

Palestinian police tried to 
calm the crowd, forming 
human chains and blocking 
the street w-ith trucks to 
keep them away from the 
Israeli soldiers. Officers 
climbed on rooftops to stop 
youths from hurling down 
rocks. 

A Palestinian gas station 
attendant suspected of col- 
laborating with Israel was 
seriously wounded 

Wednesday by gunshots 
fired from a passing car. 
Police spokeswoman Linda 
Menuhin said be was hit in 
the head by shots fired by 
an unidentified man who 
escaped. 

Eleven Palestinians and 
an AFP photographer were 
wounded by rubber bullets 
fired by Israeli soldiers 
Wednesday. 

The clashes spread 
briefly to the village of 
Dura outside Hebron, but 
ended by early afternoon. 
Although intense, the 
protest far have nor moved 
to the rest of the West 
Bank, and Major General 
Uzi Dayan, head of the 
Israeli army's central com- 
mand. praised Palestinian 
police for working with 
Israeli troops to control the 
violence. 

Palestinian police coman- 
ders met Wednesday to dis- 
cuss how to contain the vio- 
lence. said Abdul fatah 
Jaidi, head of Hebron’s 
national guard. 

Brigadier General Jaidi 
said Palestinian police had 
been ordered to be present 
in large numbers at all 
clashes, and to keep 
demonstrators away from 
Israeli soldiers. 

“We warned the Israelis 
not to use live bullets and 

(Continued on page 7) 



Palestinian policemen carry- an injured colleague who was shot by Israeli borderguards 
on Wednesday during fierce clashes in Hebron (AFP photo) 

Palestinians want more street 
protests against Israel — poll 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A 
large majority of Palestinians want to step 
up'street protests against Israel's settlement 
policies despite a growing death toll from 
clashes between demonstrators and Israeli 
troops, according to a poll released Thurs- 
day. 

The survey carried out April 3 and 4 by 
the Palestinian Jerusalem Media and Com- 
munications Centre (jmcc) also found that 
39.S per cent of those queried support mil- 
itary' operations against Israeli targets, ver- 
sus 47.7 per cent who oppose them. 

When asked specifically about suicide 
bombings like a March 21 attack by a mili- 
tant in a Tel Aviv cafe which killed Lhree 
Israeli women. 32.7 per cent supported 
such operations while 54.5 per cent were 
opposed. 

Concerning violent street protests which 
have raged almost daily since Israel broke 
ground on March 18 on a new Jewish set- 


tlement in Arab East Jerusalem. 62.7 per 
cent felt such demonstrations should be 
intensified, while 28.6 per cent disagreed. 

While the jmcc poll found that 7 3 per cent 
of Palestinians still support the Oslo peace 
process — a phased and negotiated path 
towards self-determination — this was 
down from 78 percent in a similar poll con- 
ducted on March 7. 

A recent proposal by Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu to resolve the cri- 
sis by replacing interim peace steps laid our 
in the Oslo accords with accelerated nego- 
tiations on a final peace settlement was 
rejected by 68 per cent of those asked. 
Only 1 1 per cent supported the idea. 

In its summary of the results, the jmcc 
said the poll showed a marked drop in trust 
in the peace process, evidenced both in the 
fall in support for negotiations and a 

(Continued on page 7) 



Iraqi pilgrims sacrifice sheep as they prepare to board a plane near Baghdad on Wednes- 
day. The plane carrying 104 pilgrims to Mecca flew to Saudi Arabia in defiance ot U.N. 
sanctions barring international flights by Iraqi aircraft (Reuters photo) 

Iraq defies U.N. embargo 
with Hajj flight to Jeddah 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

AN IRAQI plane flying 
104 old and sick Muslims 
in defiance of a United 
Nations air embargo on 
Baghdad landed on 
Wednesday at Jeddah air- 
pon in Saudi Arabia, air- 
port sources said. 

“The Iraqi plane, flight 
number 1161. landed at 
Jeddah airport at 12.15 p.m. 
local time.” one source 
told Reuters by telephone 
from the Red Sea port city. 

No other details were 
immediately available. 

Reporters in Baghdad had 
earlier on Wednesday seen 
a Soviet-built Ilyushin 76 
take off from Rasheed air- 
base in the eastern outskirts 
of the Iraqi capital on its 
way to Jeddah. 

The Saudi authorities, 
which were not notified of 
the flight in advance, sent 
two warplanes to escort the 
plane to Jeddah where it 
landed safely at around 
midday and allowed the pil- 
grims into the country. 

Jordan said the plane had 
not received permission to 
enter its airspace and must 
have flown at low altitude 
to avoid its radars. 

The flight was believed to 
be the first abroad by an 
Iraqi plane since the U.N. 
Security Council passed 


THE U.N. Security Council was due to discuss later 
Wednesday what it sees as a violation of the U.N. air 
embargo by Iraq, Western diplomat said. The diplomats 
said that during a closed-door council session at the U.N. 
U.S. Ambassador Bill Richardson called for a formal 
reaction by the 15 council members who were to discuss 
the issue later in ihe day. 

Mr. Richardson also asked the U.N. secretariat to con- 
firm the Iraqi defiance of SccuritN Council Resolution 
670. 


Resolution 670 ou Sept. 
25. 1990 banning Iraqi air- 
craft from flying in and out 
of the countn. 

An Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
official told the state-run 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
that the flight did not con- 
stitute a violation of the 
sanctions. 

"Nothing in the U.N. res- 
olutions prohibits such a 
flight which was made to 
allow pilgrims to carry out 
their religious duties." he 
said. 

There was no immediate 
official Saudi comment on 
the flight, the second pil- 
grim plane the kingdom has 
allowed to land this year in 
contravention of l*.N. sanc- 
tions. 

A Libyan plane carrying 
pilgrims landed in Jeddah 
on March 29. It was the 
third such flight since 1995 
by Libya in defiance of 
U.N. sanctions connected 
vv ith the I9SS bombing of a 
Pan .4m airliner over 


Lockerbie. Scotland. 

Saudi officials had said 
Riyadh did "what it had to 
do" by allowing the first 
Libvan pilgrim plane to 
land in 1995. 

Diplomats in the kingdom 
say Saudi Arabia as custo- 
dian of Islam’s two holiest 
shrines cannot be seen as 
denying any Muslim with a 
valid Hajj visa the right to 
perform the pilgrimage, 
which reaches a climax this 
year on April 1 6. 

Up to two million Mus- 
lims. hail* of them from 
abroad, perform Hajj every 
year to the Holy City of 
Mecca. 

The L*.N. imposed sanc- 
tions on Iraq tol lowing its 
I99H invasion of Kuwait, 
which led Saudi Arabia and 
other Gull Arab states to 
cut relations with Baghdad. 

The Iraqi pilgrims, all 
over 50- year-old. were 

(Continued on page 7) 


Crown Prince calls on 
youth to help in national 
construction and stability 


AMMAN t Petra t — His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan. the Regent. Wednes- 
day urged Jordanian youth to contribute to 
building a stable and secure country with 
their skills and potential and under the wise 
guidance of His Majesty King Hussein. 

Addressing a rally held to mark the stun 
of work on a youth cultural and spans club 
in Fuheis. the Regent said the work of 
youth paves the ground for Jordan to forge 
ahead with solid steps and self-confidence 
to attain further achievements towards 
progress. 

Stressing that the human being consti- 
tutes the basic element fora secure and sta- 
ble society, the Regent said that the youth 
should help enhance social contacts and 
offer meaningful contributions to the 
reconstruction of the nation. 

The Fuheis Cultural Festival, the Regent 
.said, event has created a healthy atmos- 
phere for the work of \ outh." 

"We arc now laying the foundation stone 
for another and blessed effort that would 
help create the right atmosphere for Jorda- 
nians to live in affection, coopcratiun and 
stability," he said. 

The Regent congratulated Fuheis resi- 
dents on this important endeavour and 
thanked the Jordan Cement Factories Com- 


pany iJCFC) for financing the first phase of 
the project. 

He also expressed hope that the company 
will pursue efforts towards creating a clean 
and healthy atmosphere in Fuheis free of all 
pollution cause J by the cement dust and 
chimney smoke. 

Fuheis Mayor Anton Abu Dayyeh and the 
youth club’s director. Yasser Akroush. 
delivered speeches expressing the local 
community's appreciation of Prince Has- 
son's efforts in support of the activities of 
youth and sports clubs in the Kingdom. 

At the end of the ceremony Prince Hassan 
unveiled a commemorative plaque and 
presented awards (n organisations and indi- 
viduals who have contributed to the pro- 
ject. 

The total area of the club premises will he 
2600 square metres, but the project will be 
carried out in two stages: the first is to be 
financed by the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company with a donation of JD9U.0t)l) and 
the second by the Ministry nl Youth in 190:' 
when it will allocate JDltiti.UtiO for the pro- 
ject which will offer the local youth cum 
munity with sports, cultural. seieni-'V 
social facilities. 

After the Fuheis visit Prince .. 
called at the nearbv Muhcs v 
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Algerian elections are seen 
unlikely to stop bloodbath 


PARIS <R) — More brutal 
killings including chainsaw 
butchery have underscored 
Algeria's chronic insecurity 
and June elections are 
unlikely to end the vio- 
lence, political analysts in 
Algeria say. 

The June 5 ballot to elect 
the country's first parlia- 
ment in five years is seen by 
President Li amine Zeroual 
as a way out of five years of 
crisis, but one Algiers- 
based analyst said: "The sit- 
uation is not going to be 
solved by one election." 

!n four days ending early 
this week, more than 120 
people were reported to 
have been butchered in 
attacks by anti -government 
militants on isolated vil- 
lages. Algerian newspapers 
said. 

Some were cut up by 
chainsaws. Others had their 
throats slit. 

The authorities have been 
silent. 

But lack of reaction to the 
reports in a heavily con- 
trolled media is seen by 
many analysts as tacit con- 
firmation. 

Another political analyst 
said: "There are some 

places now that are as safe 
as Washington or London. 
But then you look at the 
mountains outside Algiers 
and it's a tough, ugly scene 
up there. 

"But people killed in the 
mountains does not mean it 
will have an impact on the 
voting. And it is hard to say 
when it will end. The elec- 
tion will not necessarily end 
it all. especially as some of 
the killings seem to have 
moved away from (a ratio- 
nale oft Islamic ideology." 

Radicalism has been well- 


rooted in the Mitidja area 
where the latest killings 
occurred since the 1980s 
when Mustapha Bouyali 
tried to launch the country's 
first serious guerrilla war. 
He was killed by security 
forces in 1986. 

Security analysts say at 
least some of the bloodshed 
seemed to result from guer- 
rillas determined to punish 
some who, tired from the 
long conflict, had either 
given up or gone over to 
government forces. 

The killers were butcher- 
ing families to send a mes- 
sage to those who might be 
tempted by the authorities' 
offer of clemency. 

Many of the killings are 
blamed on the Armed 
Islamic Group (gia) that 
sprang up after the outlaw- 
ing of the Islamic Salvation 
Front (fis) — the Muslim 
party that had taken a big 
lead in a December 1991 
general election. 

The authorities scrapped 
the poll the next month and 
the country has been with- 
out an elected parliament 
since then. 

Until the latest killings, 
there had been a lull in 
attacks on isolated villages 
which, along with car 
bombs in Algiers and near- 
by towns, scarred the holy 
month of Ramadan which 
ended early in February. 
More than 300 people were 
killed in that month. About 
50,000 have been killed 
since early 1992. 

Diplomatic sources and 
political analysts agree that 
the latest violence may not 
be linked directly to the 
elections, despite expecta- 
tions that rebels might try to 
disrupt them. 


"People from across the 
spectrum suggest it could 
be the gia going after rival 
groups," said one. 

"Or it could be retaliation 
by the groups for villagers 
not giving them their sup- 
port any more. There is not 
a lot of spare money or food 
for them to give." 

Economic factors, rather 
than security, appear to 
dominate life in main urban 
centres too. Residents say 
shops are packed with 
goods, many imported, that 
have not been seen in 
Algiers for years. But they 
are too expensive for them 
to buy. 

"There are constant com- 
plaints from ordinary peo- 
ple, and manifestations of 
discontent." said one ana- 
lyst, referring to strikes by 
university lecturers and 
unrest in hospitals and on 
factory floors. 

But the unrest was not 
showing itself in any sup- 
port for the militants, as had 
been the case when discon- 
tented young people swung 
behind the fis, first in the 
1991 general election and 
then in giving it support in 
street battles with security 
forces in much of 1992. 

"In a practical way, the 
army being out on the 
streets for security reasons 
is probably helping keep the 
lid on," one commentator 
said. 

Another said: "Many of 
the places in Algeria have 
calmed down, but it is an 
uneasy calm. 

n A lot of Algerians fear 
the calm more than the 
storm because you know 
what they are doing during 
the storm, whereas during 
the calm they are plotting." 



S. Arabia refuses to 
reveal data on blast , 


FADING FAITH: A white dove with olive, branches, symbolic of the Middle East 
peace process, is hung in defeat, at Al-Azhar University, on Wednesday in Gaza Gty 
by Palestinian students in protest against Israeli leader Benyamin Netanyahu's hard- 
line policies (AFP photo) 


Kuwait frees 
7 Bahrainis 


Velayati vows to release Iranian 
diplomats said detained by Israel 


TEHRAN l Agencies) — Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati vowed Wednesday that 
Iran would do everything it could to secure 
the release of four diplomas kidnapped 15 
years ago in Lebanon and beueved here to be 
in Israeli jails. 

"We have numerous reasons (to believe l 
they are alive and in Israel and we will do 
anything possible within our principles to 
have our dear ones freed." Mr. Velayati told 
a press conference. 

He stressed that Iran would not engage in 
direct negotiations with Israel over the case, 
but would not "spare any efforts within our 
principles." 

Iran does not recognise the state of Israel 
and avoid contacts with its officials. 

An Israeli human rights activist said last 
week that the four Iranian diplomats, long 
given up for dead, were alive and being held 
in an Israeli jail. 

■*l have confirmation from the Israeli side 
that ihese four Iranians have been detained in 
Israeli prisons for at least two years." said 
Ahmad Habibullah. director of a Nazareth- 
based Prisoners’ Rights Association. 

He said lawyers working with his associa- 
tion were drawing up a legal petition to force 
Israeli authorities to reveal information 
about the Iranians. 


The four Iranians are Mohsen MussawL 
who was the charge d’affaires at Iran’s 
embassy in Beirut, diplomat Ahmad 
Motevasselian, embassy driver Taghi Raste- 
gar-Moghaddam and a photographer for the 
official Iranian news agency, Kazem Akha- 
va. 

The four were kidnapped on July 4, 1982. 
at a roadblock manned by the Lebanese 
forces militia north of Beirut. 

In November 1990, the militia’s chief, 
Samir Geagea, rold relatives of the four that 
they were killed shortly after their kidnap- 
ping on the orders of the movement’s intelli- 
gence chief Elie Hobeika, who is now a 
Lebanese government minister. 

In November 1994. Iran’s ambassador in 
Beirut, Hamayun Alizade, said he believed 
the four were still alive despite a report sev- 
eral days earlier in an Iranian newspaper that 
they were dead. 

An Iranian diplomatic source in Beirut said 
Friday that Iran was following up on the case 
but did not elaborate. 

Israel has not comments on the reports. 

Analysts suggested that if indeed the four 
were alive and held in Israel, then Israel 
might be hoping to secure the release of a 
missing Israeli airman missing in Lebanon in 
return for the release of the Iranians. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Seven Bahrainis among a 
group arrested here for ille- 
gally collecting donations 
and possessing literature 
against the B ahraini govern- 
ment have been released, 
press reports said Wednes- 
day. 

The Kuwaiti daily A1 
Watan quoted an Interior 
Ministry official as saying 
the seven Bahrainis were 
released on Tuesday from a 
total of 13 arrested two 
weeks ago. 

"The investigation is 
underway with the other six 
who were detained and are 
being jailed until the end of 
the investigation in order to 
decide whether to deport 
them to Bahrain or present 
them for trial in Kuwait." 
the paper said. 

The daily A1 Rai A1 Aara 
reported that six members 
of the Bahraini group were 
released on Monday, while 
a seventh was released on 
Tuesday. Kuwait’s Ministry 
of Interior said last week 
that the security forces had 
arrested a group of non- 
Kuwaitis on March 26 for 
planning subversive activi- 
ties, but gave few details. 

Press reports here and the 
Bahraini opposition in Lon- 
don originally claimed II 
Bahrainis were being held 
after the security swoop. 

The Ministry of Interior 
on Wednesday had no com- 
ment about the press 
reports. 

A1 Watan said the Bahrai- 
nis were arrested for illegal- 
ly collecting donations and 
possessing leaflets insulting 
to the Bahraini government. 

In parliament on Tuesday, 
Shiite Muslim Deputy 
Adnan Abdul Samad called 
on the government to guar- 
antee the legal rights of the 
arrested Bahrainis, after he 
claimed that a Kuwaiti offi- 
cial had threatened to deport 
them. 


Erbakan says Turkey’s 
ties with Israel depend 
on Israel's behaviour 


MECCA (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia has information on 
the anti-U.S. bombing in 
Khobar last year but refus- 
es to divulge any details 
before the investigation is 
complete, its interior minis- 
ter said Wednesday. 

"Saudi security services 
were able to gather a lot of 
information on the Khobar 
crime in the first hours" 
after the June 25, 1996, 
attack against a U.S. air 
force dormitory that killed 
19 American servicemen, 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz told reporters. "But 
we will not announce any- 
thing before the investiga- 
tion is finished, it is in the 
interest of the investiga- 
tion," he said. 

"The kingdom accuses no 
one and clears no one," he 
said in response to U.S. 
news reports that Iran was 
behind the bombing. 

He refused to provide any 
details on the arrest in 
Canada of Saudi national 
Hani Abdul Rahim Sayegh. 
who was said to be the dri- 


ver of the vehicle contain- 
ing the explosives that 
heavily damaged the U.S. 
military facility in eastern 
Saudi Arabia. 

Prince Nayef also refused 
comment on statements by 
Canadian intelligence ser- 
vices that another Saudi, 
Ahmad Ibrahim Mughassil, 
was the mastermind behind 
the Khobar bombing. "No 
information should be 
taken seriously if the Saudi 
source is not identified or if 
it is not released by the offi- 
cial Saudi news agency," 
the Interior minister said. 

The Washington Post 
reported Saturday that Syr- 
ian authorities refused to 
help Saudi Arabia capture 
Mughassil, a member of the 
militant Hizbollah, suspect- 
ed by Saudi Arabia of plan- 
ning further attacks. A 
Saudi official called the 
report "erroneous." 

Both Iran and Syria have 
categorically denied any 
involvement in the bomb- 
ing. 


ANKARA (R) — Prime 
Minister Necmettin 

Erbakan, a persistent critic 
of Israel has linked 
improved ties with the Jew- 
ish state to its handling of the 
status of Jerusalem and its 
withdrawal from occupied 
lands. 

Mr. Erbakan used a meet- 
ing with visiting Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
late Tuesday to demand an 
immediate halt to construc- 
tion of Jewish settlements 
and a pull-back by Israeli 
forces from the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

"It is natural as with all 
other countries, that devel- 
oping our relations with 
Israel is part of our pro- 
gramme," he told reporters 
before meeting Mr. Levy. 

"In this connection, Israel 
also _ bas l arge ~ i espou s ibii i- 
ties... Above all it must 
always ‘ recognise' "'that 
Jerusalem is a sacred- eity'ffer 
all peoples... For Muslims as 
well as for Christians and 
Jews,” Mr. Erbakan said. 
Israel must also halt the con- 
struction of new Jewish set- 
tlements in and around 
Jerusalem and withdraw 
from the occupied lands, in 
line with U.N. resolutions, 
he said. 

Mr. Levy, however, struck 
a more optimistic note. 

"Another step has been 
taken in relations between 
the two countries," he said. 
"I believe in the future these 
relations will develop fur- 
ther." 

Their meeting, which last- 
ed for 45 minutes, ended 
days of speculation over 
whether Mr. Erbakan — 
who campaigned against 
TUrkish military ties to Israel 
— would receive Mr. Levy 
aLall. 

Mr. Erbakan finally agreed 


on Monday to see the Israeli 
envoy. 

His reticence, rooted in 
domestic politics and ideo- 
logical affinities with Israel’s 
Arab rivals, provoked an 
angry outburst from the 
Israeli embassy in Ankara. 

Mr. Levy made clear he 
hoped to smooth relations 
with Erbakan and his Islam- 
based Welfare Party in a bid 
for political ties more in line 
with the warm military rela- 
tions and growing commer- 
cial links the two countries 
already enjoy. 

Mr. Erbakan won a slim 
plurality in 1995 general 
elections after campaigning 
to renounce a military train- 
ing pact and other accords 
with Israel 

Under the deals, Israeli 
fighter-pilots can train over 
the — Anatolian- -heartland; 
minutes from Israel's long- 
time' rival Syria. Israel is in 
rettirn upgrading Turkey's 
ageing F-4 jets. 

The deals angered much of 
the Muslim world and some 
Islamists in Turkey. They 
remain in effect despite Wel- 
fare's public opposition. 
Turkey's secularist generals 
insist that the deals be kept 

At the same time, commer- 
cial relations have grown 
steadily. Turkey is Israel’s 
largest Middle East trading 
partner, with 19% turnover 
estimated by the Israelis at 
$450 million. That figure 
could quadruple by the year 
2000. they say, under a free 
trade pact approved by the 
Turkish parliament last 
week. 

Mr. Levy also met Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller of the 
coalition's secularist wing 
and President Suleyman 
Demire]. Mr. Levy was due 
in Istanbul to meet Jewish 
leaders Wednesday. 


4 Israeli-allied militiamen wounded 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — Four Israeli-allied militiamen were 
wounded in a Hizbollah bomb attack on Wednesday in a bor- 
der zone of South Lebanon occupied by the Jewish state, 
sources close to the militia said. A remote-controlled device 
exploded next to a patrol from the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia near Qantara iD the central sector of the buffer 
strip, the sources said. A spokesman for Islamic Resistance, the 
military arm of the Hizbollah, claimed responsibility for the 
attack. Israeli forces. retaliated by bombarding valleys near the 
scene of the blast. Twenty shells were fired in the space of half 
an hour, Lebanese police said without-reporting casualties. 

UAE seizes 303 kilos of hashish 

ABU DHABI (alp) — United Arab Emirates (UAE) police 
have seized around 303 kilogrammes of hashish smuggled 
from an Asian country, the biggest drugs haul in nearly a year, 
officials said Wednesday. The drugs were concealed in a water 
tank aboard a wooden boat that anchored at Khor port in Ras 
A1 Khaimah near the strategic Straits of Hormuz. "There were 
two tanks, one for fuel and the other for water. We found 
another tank inside the water tank containing the drugs." said 
Jamal A1 Tair. chief of the anti- narcotics squad. "They were 
concealed in a skilful way. Bui we managed "to discover Ttar 
drugs after receiving information about the suspected boat." be 
told AFP. Mr. Tair said the drugs were busted on April 1 and 
the three smugglers who were sdft&i aboard the boat came 
from a "neighbouring Asian country. 


Syria bans Dutch beef over 'mad cow* fears 


DAMASCUS (AFP.) — Syria said Wednesday it has banned 
imports of beef from the Netherlands for fear it is infected with 
"mad cow" disease. The Agriculture Ministry said the ban was 
in line with a decision last year to suspend imports of beef 
from countries where there had been outbreaks of "mad cow" 
disease, or bovine spongiform encephalopathy. Syria banned 
beef imports from Britain, Ireland. France and Germany three 
years ago, and now gets its meat from Belgium and New 
Zealand. 


Trinidad soccer player arrested in Lebanon 

BEIRUT (AP) — A prominent soccer player from Trinidad 
has been arrested on suspicion of embezzlement, police said. 
Police said Tuesday that they arrested David Nakhjd the day 
after Lebanon's A1 Ansar Club, which he plays for, demanded 
dial he return funds that he shouldn't be holding. A1 Ansar on 
Wednesday said the amount involved was $12,000. Police ear- 
lier had put it at $20,000. The club accused Mt Nakhid of 
keeping the money rather than passing it on to a club in his 
native country in exchange for the recruitment of a player from 
the club, police said. Me Nakhid has said the money was his 
reward for bringing the player to Al Ansar from the club in 
Trinidad. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 
programme two 

14:05 .Ovide & the Gang 

14:30 Raw Tonnage 

14:45 Curiosity Show- 

15: 10 Tlwy Came From Outer 
Space 

16:00 N.B.A. Basketball 

17:00 Out ofThis World 

| 17:30 French Programmes 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Paientlwod 

20:00 Cinema. Cinema 

20:30 The American Chan Show 

21:10 Kung Fu-The Legend 

22:00 News in English 

22:25 Feature Film: "In the Line of 
Duty — Smoke Jumjws" 

23:59 .Tanuata 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


PRAYER TIMES 


.Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tci. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church TeL 
771751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 827126 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. S 24328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. S45457 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. SI 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tel. 

614190. 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba, 20 Humidity 
readings: Amman 75 per cent, 
Aqaba 34 percent. 


04:49 .... 
06*09 

Fajr 

12:37 


16:12 


19:05 


20:25 

- ‘fcha 


CHURCHES 

St Marv of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh.Tcl. 810740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

6327S5. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637-140. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 6528 26. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology 
The effect of the cold air from 
will continue during the week- 
end. It will be cold, cloudy to 
partly cloudy, winds northwest- 
erly active, with a chance of 

occasional rainfall. On Friday, 
Stable weather conditions will 
prevail with skies cloudy to part- 
ly cloudy. In Aqaba, skies will be 
partly cloudy, winds northeriy 
active, and seas choppy. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 
AMMAN: 

Dt Abbas A! Hakim 885446 

Dr. Arafat AJAshhab ,_.602507 
Dr. AymanA! Muhtaseb 875748 

Dc Jamal Jbarah 847351 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Asema pharmacy.— .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

AJ Salam pharmacy — 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmetsani pharmacy -.637660 

Nttfib pharmacy 847632 

IRBID: 

Dc MazenAbuBakir .276852 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya’coubAlKhafib 991772 
KhaHfeh pharmacy 985417 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police S96390 

Public Security Department 

- - - 630321 

Hold Complaints .605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information (direc- 
tory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs .. — 623101 

AbdaG Telephone Repairs 

661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan .774 1 1 1 

Water Authority -6S0100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

r 815615 

Electric Power Company 

- 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti Airport 08- 
53200 


Minij'Max. Tempaaflinss 

Amman I 04/08 

Aqaba— 09/19 

Deserts -..03/11 

Jordan Valley — 08/1 8 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre — 6371 1 1 
Ch-fl Defence Department 

- 661111 

Civil Drfence Immediate Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 
Rescue Police 192, 621I1L 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 

813813/32 

Khabdi Maternity, -644281/6 
Akileh Maternity, ,_642441/2 
JqfcJ- Amnjan ^ Maternity 
64262 

Malhas, J. Amman 636 140 

Palestine, Shmdsam 607071 
Shmesani Hospital 669131 


University Hospital 845845 

AI-Muasber Hospital 

.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahfi, AbdaH 664164/6 

Italian, Ai-Muhajreen 

777101/3 

Al Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital .674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery _.S65199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 
Al EGkma Modern Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basna Hospital 

(02)2755 55 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This infennatiofi is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) kforma- 
don department at the Queen 
Alia International Airport Tel 


(08)53200 where it should 
always be verified 
Information on other flights are 
supplied on phone 08 (52700) or 
08(53250). 


17:15 — Dubai, Damascus (EK) 

21:25 Cairo (MS) 

23:59 — Jeddah (add) (SV) 


2035 Cairo (MS) 

2L40 Tel Aviv [LYl 

23:00 leddah (add) (SV) 

18:55 .Tel Aviv (RW) 


H3JAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

06:40 leddah (add KRJ) 

08:15 Sanaa (RJ) 

10:30 New Delhi (RJ) 

10 JO Bombay (RJ) 

10:50 Dhahran, Riyadh (RJ) 

lQa5 Muscat Dubai (RJ) 

11:05 __Beirut(RJ) 

12ri)5 .Colombo (RJ) 

15:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

19:30 Casablanca. Athens (RJ) 

- — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

1935 .... Bangkok. Calcutta (RJ) 
20:30 ..Abu Dhabi, Al 'Ain (RJ) 

20:45 .Moscow (RJ) 

21:50 Rome (RJ) 

23 JO Frankfurt. Aqaba (add) 
(RJ) 

01*00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:40 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

03:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

04:00 — leddah (add) (RJ) 


DEPARTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJi Flights 

07:20 Beirut. (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba, Frankfurt (add) 
(RJ) 

10:45 -Moscow (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. Chicago (RJ) 
12:00 Abu Dhabi AJ 'Ain (RJ) 
12:10 Amsterdam, Montreal. 
Toronto (RJ) 

12:15 Aqaba, Paris (RJ) 

12i30 -..-Athens, Rome (RJ) 

14:00 JjondoniRD 

— leddah (add) (RJ) 

21r00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

21:15 -Bahrain. Doha(RJ) 

21:20 Lamaca(RJ) 

21:20 - — . Jeddah (RJ) 

—10 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

22:50 Kuala Lumpur. Jakarta 
(RJ) 

23:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

23^0 Cairo (RJ) 

05:00 leddah (add) (RJ) 


Dep. Amman 8:00 ajw. every 
Monday 

Am Damascus 5:00 pan. every 
Monday 

Dep. Damascus 7 JO am. 
every Sunday 

Am Amman 5:00 pan. every 
Sunday 


VpperAower price in fils per kg. 


Apple _ 700/500 

Banana. 600/600 


Other Flights 

10-J0 Riyadh (SV) 

1235 Doha (GF) 

13:40 Sanaa (AH) 

15:00 Rome (AZ) 

16:15 Dubai (EK) 

20:10 — _ Beirut (ME) 


Other Flights 

03:00 — - Athens tOA) 

05:15 Jsianbul (TK) 

07:45 — ........ Beirut (ME) 

l^ 00 - — Riyadh (SV) 

13:45 Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

14:30 Al 'Alin (AH) 

16:00 Rome (AZ) 


Banana (imported )_.... .980/700 

Cabbage 140/70 

Carrot -220/120 

Cauliflower. 190/100 

Cucumber (large) 180/100 

Cucumber (small) 300/180 

Eggplant .220/120 

Fava beans —430/200 

Garlic (green).. .400/250 

Grape fruit .240/160 

Lemon -..550/300 

Marrow (large) —...200/120 

Marrow (small) J5Q/I50 

Onion (green) 240/120 

Onion (dry) .500/300 

Orange — .300/300 

650/500 

Pepper (hot) .650/350 

Pepper (sweet) & 50/400 

Potrao -370/2201 

Spwach .—280/100 

String beans 900/600 

Tom ato - 340/200 
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PNA administrative workshop opens in Amman 



Deputising for Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali, Deputy Prime Minister and Min- 
ister of Administrative Development Abdullah Ensour Wednesday opens a five-day 
workshop on administrative development in the Palestine National Authority (PNA) 
(Petra photo) 


^ AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputising for Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Salam Majali, 
Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Administrative 
Development Abdullah 
Ensour Wednesday opened 
a five-day workshop on 
administrative develop- 
■ men! in the Palestine 
National Authority fPNA i. 

Dr. Ensour emphasised 
Jordan’s readiness to pro- 
vide social, economic and 
political assistance to the 
Palestinians in order that 
they achieve their national 
aspirations. 

He lauded Jordanian- 
Palestinian relations and 
said that the Palestinian 
people enjoy a great deal of 
*.* expertise and skill, 
- enabling them to establish 
their modem, independent 
state on a solid foundation. 

Assistant Secretary Gen- 
eral of the Arab League 
Saeed Kamal described the 
league as giving due atten- 
tion to development in the 
Palestinian territories as 
part of its contribution 
towards peace and stability 
in the region. 

The Arab League has 
been in contact with vari- 
ous international organisa- 
tions, enlisting their aid 


that the Palestinians might 
implement their recon- 
struction programmes in 
Palestine, he added. 

Mr. Kama! maintained 
that the Palestinians 
require peace and security 
in order to forge ahead 


with efforts, skills and 
potential to build their 
nation. 

Workshop participants 
are slated to review topics 
related to planning, admin- 
istrative policies, the roles 
of the private and public 


sectors, developing bud- 
gets. and implementing 
administrative projects. 

The workshop, held at 
the Royal Cultural Centre 
(RCC). has been jointly 
organised by Jordan, the 
Arab League and the PNA. 


Women stress social, human rights in roundtable 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the second 
day of international roundtable 
meetings on women's human rights. 
Chairperson Salma Khan, of the 
United Nations Supervisory Body of 
the Implementation of Conventions 
on the Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination against Women, pre- 
sented a report entitled: "Social And 
Human Rights of Women and 
— ; Women's Conventions: Strategies 
for Action.’' 

Ms. Khan called on the signatory 
governments of this convention to 
adopt the required measures in order 
to implement provisions in a manner 
which would fully ensure the fulfil- 


ment of their commitments. 

Florence Butegwa. from Uganda, 
presented a report entitled “Promot- 
ing Women's Equality through 
Legal Reform" on the status of 
women in Africa and strategies in 
the face of negative traditional and 
social attitudes towards women. 

Latifa Bennani Smires, a member 
of the Moroccan parliament, pre- 
sented a paper covering women’s 
political participation and outlined 
the participation of Moroccan 
women in political life. 

On Tuesday, HRH Princess Basma 
addressed the opening session of the 
roundtable meetings entitled "Equal 


Opportunities for Women: A Ques- 
tion of Rights and Humanity” and 
attributed inequality between the 
sexes to obsoleie social practices 
dating back to the era before Islam 
and perpetuated by legal, political, 
social and cultural" mores currently 
prevailing in the Arab World and 
elsewhere. 

The three-day international round- 
table concludes here today with the 
participants adopting a common 
strategy to work towards the 
improvement of women’s starus in 
their respective societies 

The roundtable was attended by 
delegates from 17 countries. 


Court of Appeals reverses decision to incarcerate editor 
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By Rana Husseini 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
Appeals Wednesday over- 
ruled a recent Court of 
First Instance ruling, sen- 
tencing a former weekly 
tabloid editor to six 
months imprisonment 
with an additional fine of 
JD 500. 

Abdullah Bani Issa. for- 
mer editor of the weekly 
A1 Hiwar, was found 
guilty in January, by the 
Amman Court of First 
Instance, of violating the 
Press and Publications 
Law. 

At the time, the court 
stated that Mr. Bani Issa 
permitted the publication 
of material, considered 
slanderous to His Majesty 
King Hussein, and pub- 
lished news items cover- 
ing an illegal organisation 
Hezb Al Tahrir (The Lib- 
eration Party )- 


The prosecution charged 
that Mr. Bani Issa permit- 
ted the publication of an 
interview with Arta Abu 
Rishteh, spokesman of the 
illegal Hezb Al Tahri. in 
October of 1995. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh was 
sentenced to a term of 
three-years imprisonment 
by the State Security 
Court in February of 1996 
for slandering King Hus- 
sein in the October news- 
paper interview. 

The verdict was later 
ratified by the Court of 
Cassation. 

In its Wednesday ruling, 
however, the Court of 
Appeals headed by Justice 
Mohammad Sa’eed Nass- 
er and including Justices 
Mohammad Freihat and 
Sameh Dweik, ruled that 
the content of the inter- 
view was neither criminal 
nor slanderous. 

“Mr. Abu Rishteh was 
merely informing the pub- 


lic of the current situation, 
which concerns local, 
Arab and Islamic soci- 
eties. and the court found 
nothing [which could 
have been construed as] 
slanderous to the King,” 
the Court of Appeals stat- 
ed. 

The defendant was 
merely stating his own 
opinion in the interview, 
the court added. 

“I am very happy with 
the court’s decision," Mr. 
Bani Issa said. “I have 
greatly worried and the 
spectre of imprisonment 
has haunted me every 
minute since I was sen- 
tenced in January.” 

Mr. Bani Issa had plead- 
ed not guilty to the 
charges and told the pros- 
ecutor during interroga- 
tion that there was a press 
code which allowed for 
the publication of inter- 
views with Hezb Al Tahrir 
officials. He also said that 


the interview was not 
slanderous to the King. 

When testifying at the 
State Security Court. Mr. 
Bani Issa maintained that 
he resolved to publish the 
interview as he saw no 
member of the Royal 
Family mentioned there- 
in. 

Al Hiwar weekly went 
bankrupt five months 
after its establishment and 
Mr. Bani Issa is now the 
editor of the weekly Al 
Hayat. 

Mr. Abu Rishteh has 
been arrested several 
times over the past 10 
years for alleged militant 
activities and for affilia- 
tion with Hezb Al Tahrir. 
a fundamentalist group 
which does not recognise 
any existing Arab or Mus- 
lim regime and calls for 
the establishment of a 
caliphate-style Islamic 
stale. 


What’s Going On 


: films 

>”Brigada central” (pis 3 and 4) al Institute Cervantes. Jabal Amman on Thursday ai 5:00 p.m. 

Deadly Ground” at the American Centex, Abdoun on Thursday ai 5:00 p-m. 

TTh a Brilliant Light — Van Gogb in Arles” (with commentary in .Arabic by Adnan Al Shari 0 at Darat Al Funun, 
L Jabal -Weibdeh on Thursday at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* -Display t>f products, for adults and children in celebration of Ed Al Adha. by Jordan Design and Trade Centre of 
NoosxAl TiusseinFoundation (NAF) ai the NAF premises, off Wadi Saqra (Tel. 699141/2), until April 16. 

■^Bdubition by the San Francisco-based Palestinian-American architectural photographer -Said Hisham Nuseibeh 
entide& “The Farthest Mosque.” until May 8. Also displaying works by contemporary Arab artists. 

-V P ainting s by Vian Shamounki at the Jordan Plastic Art Association, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 25 (Tel. 623297). 

: : *JSings by Yassin Al Mohammadani at the Orient Gallery, Shmeisani (Tel. 68 1 303/4), until April 28. 

* {4nrtHigs by Patricia Cbatelain at the French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeh, until April 27. 

■ r V^ Xfrican ceramic arts exhibition at Al Bait Furniture Establishment premises, Mecca Street, until April 10.' 

"U^Axriotks by Egyptian artist Jamil Shafiq entitled "Black and White” at Baladna Art Gallery. Gardens Street (Al. 

^6S7598V fettilAfffil 10. 


‘Jordan committed to support of Palestinians’ 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Wednesday meets " ith Palestine Minister uf 
Local Government Saeb Erekat to discuss issues related to the rights of Palestinians. 
Also attending the meeting is Foreign Minister Fayez Taraunch (Petra pliutul 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Wednesday described 
Jordan as committed to sup- 
porting Palestinians in 
regaining their rights on 
their national soil. 

At a meeting with Pales- 
tine Minister of Local Gov- 
ernment Saeb Erekat. Dr. 
Majali maintained the 
importance of Palestinians 
and the Israelis to resume 
dialogue in order to break 
the deadlock in the Middle 
East peace process. 

The Palestinian cause is 
receiving worldwide sup- 
port. the prime minister 
affirmed, and Israel should 
honour its commitments as 
stipulated in the peace 
accords. 

Both sides expressed satis- 
faction with Palestinian- Jor- 
danian relations. 

They also reviewed the lat- 
est developments in the 
occupied Arab territories in 
light of Israeli plans to build 
Jewish settlements in Arab 
East Jerusalem. 

The meeting was attended 
by Foreign Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh and Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Omar 
Khatib. 

Dr. Majali returned to 
Amman Tuesday evening 
after accompanying His 
Majesty King Hussein to 
talks with U-S. officials. 


Following the meeting. Dr. 
Erekat told Jordan Televi- 
sion that Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat instructed 
him to meet with the prime 
minister in order to brief Jor- 
danian officials on the latest 
developments in Palestine. 

He said thar the Palestinian 
National Authority has 
received an invitation from 
the United States to send a 
delegation to Washington. 


Dr. Erekat added that he 
and Palestinian senior offi- 
cial Mahnnnjd Abbas Mould 
go to Washington this neck 
for consultations on ways to 
give momentum to the peace 
process. 

The Palestinians will locus 
on a number of necessary 
principles based on the 
implementation of I'.N. 
Security Council Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338 in order to 


enable (he peace proves-, to 
succeed, lie said 

He said that talks will also 
focus mi (lie inception ul' 
final status negotiations as 
well as halting sell lenient 
construction «*n J.ib.il Abu 
Ghncim. 

The Palestinians only 
request the implementation 
of previously signed 
accords. Di. Erekat conclud- 
ed. 


Ministry describes HCAE 
decision as ‘interference’ 


Investigations deem car 
burning an act of sabotage 

W w 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Ministry of Interior 
Wednesday described a 
decision by the Higher 
Council of Arab Engineers 
(HCAE) to form an engi- 
neers’ committee to resist 
normalisation with Israel 
with an office in Amman as 
"interference in Jordan’s 
internal affairs." 

"The local press Wednes- 
day reported that the 
HCAE. which recently con- 
vened in Tunis, has formed 
the anti-normalisation com- 
mittee with headquarters in 
Amman. “A ministty offi- 
cial said: "The Ministry of 
Interior would like to state 
clearly that such decision 
is considered as interfer- 
ence in Jordan’s internal 
affairs." 

He said that the ministry 
would take action to pre- 
vent such a committee from 
locating in Amman. 

The report, which was 
published in Ai Ra'i Arabic 
daily, stated that a Jordan- 
ian Engineers Association 
team took pan in the HCAE 
meeting as well as in the 
Arab Engineers Union 
meeting which ended Sat- 
urday. 

The report quoted the 


HCAE as asserting that the 
engineers have a role to 
play in uniting the nation 
and confronting major 
challenges facing the Arab 
World. 

‘The building of Jewish 
settlements in occupied 
.Arab lands, the change in 
character of Arab 
Jerusalem, the Judaisation 
and confiscation of Arab 
laudi clearly.. jeflecL. 4he* 
Zionist state's aggressive 
narure and intention to pre- 
vent the Palestinians from 
achieving their national 
goals." the HCAE stated. 

~ "The HCAE commends 
Arab states' backing for 
Palestinian rights and prais- 
es the Arab League's latest 
decision, issued in Cairo, 
which called for freezing 
all forms of normalisation 
or cooperation with the 
Zionist state." it said. 

in an interview with the 
Jordan Times, Jordanian 
Engineers Association 
(JE*A) Deputy President 
Hosni Abu Gheida denied 
that the decision to form 
this committee was taken 
by the HCAE and stated 
instead that the initiative 
came from the 15-member 
Arab Engineers Union. 


Ministry to continue 
campaign against polio 


AMMAN i J.T. i — Police arc offering a JD lU.Oflrt row .irj 
for anyone providing information which might lead to the 
apprehension of a person or persons involved in a suspect- 
ed act of arson. 

Investigations in the burning ot a car of the son ol Gen- 
eral Mohammad Rasoul Kilani. responsible for an official 
inquiry into the shooting of Israeli schoolgirls by a Jordan- 
ian last month, indicated that it was. indeed, an act of sab- 
otage. 

The vehicle, a Mercedes Benz, belonging to Abdul Halim 
Kilani. was engulfed by fire at approximately 3:30 a.m. in 
Jabal Weibdeh. 

.. Initial police reports mainiaaned that a short circuit in the 
car’s banery caused the fire. 

However. Tuesday evening, officials revealed that further 
investigations pointed to arson. 

Informed sources told the Jordan Times Wednesday that 
pvil ice found burnt pieces of carpet and lyre tubes under 
Abdul Halim Kilani's car as well as on the" car’s roof. 

Police detected gasoline on the burnt material, one source 
said. 

Further, the source maintained that police found a piece 
of carpet soaked with gasoline under a second car which 
belonged to Abdul Halim Kilani's mother, but was not lit. 

Mr. Mohammad Rasoul Kilani. a retired army general, is 
the head of the investigation committee in the case of Cor- 
poral Ahmad Dakamseh. a Jordanian soldier who opened 
fire on Israeli schoolgirls in the Baqoura area killing seven 
and wounding five. 

Subsequent to his arrest. Mr. Dakamseh told interrogators 
that he committed the shooting to protect his military hon- 
our and national dignity after being ridiculed and provoked 
by the girls while pray ing. 


Pianist delivers 
‘flawless ’ recital 

By Jcan-Cluude Elias 

Special u> the Jordan Tunes 


AMMAN (Fetra) — The 
Ministry of Health will 
Saturday commence the 
second phase of a polio 
immunisation campaign 
among children up to 
five years of age. 

A ministry official 
Wednesday said that the 
campaign will cover all 
govemorates and be con- 
ducted free of charge 
through hospitals and 
heal tli centres. 

The campaign is being 
implemented in conjunc- 
tion with the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO), the~ United 
Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and the 
Rotary Club of Jordan, 
the official explained. 

It serves as prevention 
to protect children in 
implementation of WHO 
and UNICEF recom- 
mendations, which 
organisations also pro- 
vided the polio vaccine, 
the ministry said. 

No polio case has been 
reported in Jordan over 
the past two years, it 
affirmed. 

The first phase of the 
campaign was conducted 
by the ministry in the 
first two weeks of last 
month when nearly 
750.000 children were 
innoculated in various 
govemorates, the min- 


istry stated. 

The campaign is being 
launched every year, 
according to ihe min- 
istry'. with the hope of 
completely eradicating 
the disease by the year 
2000 . 

The vaccines are also 
to be administered 
through the Royal Med- 
ical Services of the Jor- 
dan Armed Forces, the 
University of Jordan 
Hospital and clinics run 
by the United Nations 
Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA). 

The ministry stated 
that the vaccinations will 
be administered between 
eight in the morning and 
four in the afternoon. 

Mobile clinics will 
travel to more remote 
areas and the badia 
regions to administer 
the vaccine, the ministry 
said. 

The vaccine will be 
administered to children 
regardless’ of their hav- 
ing received the vaccina- 
tion in previous years, it 
stated. 


AMMAN' — Sunday night at the Philadelphia Hotel in 
Amman, pianist Yasser Mukhlar delivered a perfor- 
mance that can only be described as flawlcv.. The Ger- 
man-Egyptian musician used a palette of works going 
from straightfoward classical Haydn to almost jazzy, 
contemporary Japanese composer T. Yamushita. to 
delight an audience captivated by his style. 

Mukhiar opened the recital with Mozart’s variations 
on "Ah. vous dira»s-je maman." the French origin of 
the well-known children’s "Twinkle Twinkle Little 
Star" song. With this deceptively simple composition, 
the pianist managed to impose an except ionally clear, 
limpid technique and delight the many youngsters in 
the audience. This was followed by Haydn’s sonata in 
G major. The adagio movement was played with mar- 
velous sustain effects, producing the most beautiful 
overtones ever heard on the Philadelphia's Sieinway 
grand piano. 

Yasser Mukhiar sailed with equal virtuosity through 
the majestic Grande Polonaise by Chopin, the witty, 
modem Six Little Pieces for Piano by Yamashitn. the 
original variations on an Egyptian folk song by Gama! 
Abdul Rahim. Robert Schumann's Scenes of Child- 
hood. which included the popular Traumerei (Day- 
dream) and Lhe Franz Liszt superb Hungarian Rhap- 
sody in E major as a finale. 

Mukhrar. bom in Cairo in 1968. possesses nil the 
technical qualities that make a concert pianist: excel- 
lent control of dynamics, memory — all but one piece 
were played without score sheets — personal presence 
and of course a good knowledge of lhe classical reper- 
toire. He has. however, two other outstanding qualities: 
he handles the keyboard with extreme care, his forte 
being strong but never aggressive and his piani amaz- 
ing. and above all. Yasser Mukhiar has the one quality 
that every performer should have, the one that is more 
important than technique: he is deeply, truly, genuinely 
musical. 
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N. Korea to respond next 
week to peace talks offer 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
has told the United Stares and 
South Korea it will respond 
next week to a proposal for 
peace talks amid expectations 
that near-famine will push it to 
accept the offer, albeit with 
strings attached. 

Seoul officials said 
Wednesday senior diplomats 
of the two Koreas and the 
United Stales were due to 
meet in New York on April 1 6 
to hear the answer. 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Cohen, who arrived 
in Seoul Wednesday to discuss 
security issues as North Korea 
descends into a food crisis, 
urged Pyongyang to work 
with Seoul and Washington to 
tackJe the disaster. 

Fears of Imminent human 
catastrophe were heightened 
after reports Tuesday that 
North Korea's Stalinist gov- 
ernment told aid agencies that 
1 34 children had died of mal- 
nutrition. 

“I think the evidence is 
mounting that it appears to be 
very severe," Cohen told 
reporters, referring to food 
shortages created by two con- 
secutive years of devastating 
floods. 

“Hopefully it will allow us 
to (go ahead) with the four- 
party talks in the very near 
future." Cohen said. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and his South Korean counter- 
part Kim Young-Sara pro- 
posed four-way peace talks 
one year ago between the two 
Koreas. the United States and 


China. The aim is to create a 
lasting peace to replace a truce 
that ended the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

“North Korea is expected to 
formally respond to the New 
York briefing last month by 
the United States and South 
Korea on the four-party talks," 
a Seoul official told Reuters. 

International relief efforts 
for North Korea have gathered 
pace in the past week. South 
Korea and the United States 
have said they are considering 
supplying more aid. 

Images of hungry North 
Korean children have sparked 
an outpouring of public sym- 
pathy in South Korea, and cit- 
izens are digging into their 
pockets to raise millions of 
dollars for their brethren 
across the border. 

A senior South Korean gov- 
ernment official said Seoul 
had decided to boost its contri- 
bution ro the UJ4. World Food 
Programme (WFP), which is 
seeking S95.5 million — up 
from an initial $41.6 million 
— to buy 200,000 tonnes of 
food. 

"We are still discussing the 
size of the increase. We will 
also have to consult with the 
United States.” he said. 

South Korea pledged S6 
million to the original WFP 
appeal and the United States 
$10 million. Washington said 
Tuesday it was considering 
raising itscontribuiion. 

“T think our humanitarian 
gestures will help create a bet- 
ter atmosphere for the talks," 


the official said. “I expect a 
favourable response from 
Pyongyang but I would be sur- 
prised if they agreed to the 
proposal with no strings 
attached." 

A South Korean unification 
minis try official said: think 

the North will seek guarantees 
for improved ties with 
Washington.” 

Cohen repeated 

Washington’s feats that the 
food crisis could prompt 
North Korea's 1.1 million- 
strong military to revolt 
against its government or 
strike out against the South in 
a last desperate cold war gam- 
bit. 

“We have no way of predict- 
ing that right now and so what 
we have to have is a very 
strong deterrent capability 
plus a willingness to work 
with the South Koreans to 
solve this crisis," be told 
reporters. 

The United States has 
37,000 troops in South Korea 
and Cohen caused a stir this 
week when he said they would 
remain in Korea indefinitely 
even if the two Koreas made 
peace and united. 

Cohen said the United States 
was moving cautiously on 
food aid for the North and that 
it would be handled only in 
conjunction with South Korea 
and other countries. 

“We will work very closely 
with our South Korean allies 
to see where we go from 
here,” Cohen said. 



A Conti supermarket employee checks packaged food products for tampering, after 
contaminated food was found in the store in the Bavarian town of Regensburg 
Tuesday. A blackmailer wanting to extort unpolished diamonds worth $15 million, 
is threatening to contaminate products from Nestle enterprises (Reuters photo) 


Indian, Pakistani ministers break ice at talks 


India rulers hold out 
talks offer to Congress 


NEW DELHI (R) — India’s 
ruling United Front Coalition 
asked the rebellious Congress 
Party Wednesday to start talks 
to resolve an 1 1 -day-old polit- 
ical crisis, raising expectations 
of an agreement 'to avert mid- 
term polls. 

“We expect the talks to start 
in the course of the day." 
United From spokesman 
Jaipal Reddy told reporters. 

The coalition had sent a for- 
mal letter to the Congress 
Party Wednesday morning 
proposing talks, Reddy said. 

Senior Congress leader Ved 
Prakash told Reuters it would 
be around Thursday evening 
before the political picture 
became clearer. 

News that the two sides 
were preparing for talks raised 
hopes that they could resolve 
their differences before a vote 
of confidence in parliament 
set for Friday. 

The Bombay bourse’s 
benchmark index ended up a 
provisional 131.80 points, or 
3.74 per cent at 3,652.29. 
buoyed by hopes that an end 
to the political turmoil would 
mean passing an investor- 
friendly budgeL The budget 
which would slash corporate 
and personal income tax rates, 
has been held hostage by the 
political uncertainty. 

Congress Party President 


CANBERRA (R| — 

Australia Wednesday 
launched a controversial A$5 
million <S4 million) scheme 
to send troops into outback 
aboriginal camps ro combat 
Third World health and liv- 
ing conditions. 

A small rest programme 
will begin soon in two isolat- 
ed desert communities and 
could eventually be extended 
to scores of the more than 
250 aboriginal villages des- 
perate for better health ser- 
vices. housing, sewerage and 
water supplies. 

“This national initiative 
will utilise the skills and 
resources of the Australian 
army to deliver uigeotly- 
ueeded water and health 
infrastructure to remote 
indigenous communities." 
aboriginal Affairs Minister 
John Herron said in 
announcing details of the 
programme. 

Teams of up to 40 army 
engineers will be sent to two 
aboriginal settlements to set 
up the first of six pilot pro- 
jects for the programme. 
Lieptenant-Colonel David 


Sitaram Kesri sparked the cri- 
sis on March 30 when he 
announced the withdrawal of 
his patty’s make-or-break sup- 
port for Prime Minister HI). 
Deve Gowda’s minority cen- 
tre-left coalition. 

But Tuesday. Kesri said he 
was willing to hold talks with 
the United Front, and wanted 
“respect, not power." 

The alliance named a three- 
member panel for the talks, 
comprising Harioshan Singh 
Suijeet, general secretary of 
the Communist Party of India- 
Martisr. Jammu and Kashmir 
State Chief Minister Farooq 
Abdullah and Andhra Pradesh 
Stale Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu. United 
Front officials said. 

"For stability, it is desirable 
that Congress has a say in 
governance," said a senior 
Congress leader, who asked 
not to be identified. 

’The leader can be selected 
by consensus,” he said. 

Kesri has demanded that 
Deve Gowda, who assumed 
power last June after incon- 
clusive general elections, step 
down. But the United Front 
has resisted the demand. 

Reddy declined to comment 
on the leadership question 
when asked if the coalition 
would agree to drop Deve 
Gowda. 


Kibbey said. 

"(The) Army welcomes the 
opportunity provided by 
government to help rectify 
Lhe health problems that have 
persisted for so long " he told 
journalists. 

“We, like most Australians, 
have been disappointed that 
more progress has not been 
made to fix the health prob- 
lems. We are ... Determined 
to make a difference. 

“We are even going to take 
some vets into the field to 
help with the health of the 
dogs and other animals so 
that the children will not be 
re-infected.” 

Aborigines account for 
only 260,000 out of 
Australia’s total population 
of 18 milli on. They have a 
markedly shorter life 
expectancy than other 
Australians and are the most 
deprived group in what is 
one of the region’s richest 
countries. 

But aboriginal leaders have 
branded Herron’s army 
scheme a "white fella’s" 
stunt that would not help 
improve conditions. 


NEW DELHI (R) — India 
and Pakistan held confidence- 
building talks on Wednesday 
amid rising hopes the long- 
time foes will be able to defuse 
half a century of tensions. 

The foreign ministers of the 
South Asian neighbours said 
they were pleased with their 
first talks since bilateral nego- 
tiations resumed last month 
after a three-year-' hiatus 
marred by diplomatic sniping 
and an insurgency in divided 
Kashmir. 

“It was our first one-to-one 
meeting, and I am very satis- 
fied with it," Pakistani Foreign 
Minister Gohar Ayub Khan 
told reporters after a 90- 
minute breakfast meeting in 
New Delhi with his Indian 
counterpart, Inder Kumar 
Gujral. 

“He represents the views of 
both of us. I endorse every- 
thing that he said,” said Gujral, 
who had hugged the visiting 
minister when he arrived for 
the talks at a former prince's 
palace. 

Hands clasped, the two 
stood before cameras and pho- 
tographers before entering the 


CHICAGO (AP) — 
American girls reach puberty 
earlier than commonly 
believed, with nearly half of 
black girls and 15 per cent of 
white ones beginning to 
develop sexually by age 8, a 
study indicates. 

The study raises troubling 
questions about whether 
environmental estrogens, 
chemicals that mimic the 
female hormone estrogen, 
are bringing on puberty at an 
earlier age. 

It also suggests that sex 
education should begin soon- 
er than it often does, 
researchers said 

“I don’t think parents, 
teachers or society in general 
have been really thinking of 
children that young ... 
Having to deal with puberty" 
said the study’s lead author, 
Marcia E. Heiman-Giddens 
of the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

The research is in the April 
issue of the Journal 
Pediatrics, published by the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics. 

Environmental estrogens 
occur from the breakdown of 
chemicals in products rang- 
ing from pesticides to plastic 
wrap. Real estrogen is used 
in some hair products, 
including pomades primarily 
marketed to blacks, said 
Herman-Giddens. an adjunct 


building, still holding hands. 

The two ministers had 
planned to have up to two days 
of talks this week but were 
forced to curtail the agenda 
because of a political crisis 
threatening Indian Prime 
Minister HD. Deve Gowda’s 
government, which faces a 
vote of confidence on Friday. 

But government sources 
said an easing of tension 
between Deve Gowda’s ruling 
coalition and the rival 
Congress Party on Tuesday 
had increased the chances 
Gujral would remain foreign 
minister after a parliamentary 
vote of confidence on Friday. 

That prospect dispelled 
much of the uncertainty that 
had clouded the talks before 
they started, they said. 

‘The two ministers who had 
not met as ministers before 
had an extremely warm and 
cordial interaction," an Indian 
foreign ministry spokesman 
said. 

“They were briefly able to 
touch on a number of impor- 
tant issues. They both have 
given clear directions to their 
foreign secretaries to maintain 


professor of maternal and 
child health. 

She said research is needed 
to know whether real estro- 
gen in products and environ- 
mental estrogen can affect 
sexual development 

The study involved 17,000 
girls ages 3 through 12. They 
were seen in 65 pediatric 
practices around the country. 
About 1.600 of the girls, or 
9.6 per cent, were black. 

At age S, 4 83 per cent of 
black girls and 14.7 per cent 
of white girls had begun 
developing breasts, pubic 
hair or both. 

Menstruation occurred at 
12.16 years in blacks on 
average and at 12.88 years in 
whites. 

The average age of men- 
struation for white gir ls has 
been unchanged for 45 years, 
Herman-Giddens said. 

For black girls, the average 
is about four months younger 
than it was 30 years ago, 
when poor nutrition and 
poverty, which can delay 
puberty, afflicted more 
blacks, she said. “ I think we 
may be seeing a catch-up.” 
Herman-Giddens said. 

She acknowledged that her 
findings may have, been 
skewed if a significant num- 
ber of the girls were brought 
to their doctors because of 
concerns . that they were 
developing too early sexual- 


the tempo of the ongoing dia- 
logue.” 

Die two nations, which have 
fought three wars since inde- 
pendence in 1947, resumed 
high-level talks last month 
when their foreign secretaries 
— tire highest-ranking civil 
servants in the foreign min- 
istries — held four days of 
negotiations. 

Khan, who was in New 
Delhi to attend a meeting of 
the Nou-Aligned Movement 
that ended on Tuesday, and 
Gujral, used their first meeting 
to try to build personal rapport. 

“The ice we wanted to break 
so that future talks and negoti- 
ations can cany on in the same 
atmosphere,” said Khan, who 
had acknowledged on 
Tuesday that the political tur- 
moil in New Delhi had pre- 
vented more substantive talks. 

Gujral and Khan said they 
hoped the foreign secretaries 
would hold another round of 
talks in Islamabad before a 
summit of the South Asian 
Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC) set for 
May 12-14 in the Maldives 
capital. Male. 


iy- 

The study, and other 
research, suggest that blacks 
and whites have some inher- 
ent differences in sexual 
development. 

Herman-Giddens said the 
findings also suggest that 
some girls who have been 
diagnosed with early puber- 
ty. and perhaps given drugs 
to delay it, may be develop- 
ing normally. 

She said medical textbooks 
typically suggest the age of 
sexual development is much 
later, based on decades-old 
statistics from England taken 
from a relatively small num- 
ber of white girls who were 
mostly in foster care. 

An expert not involved in 
the study called the work 
very important but said it 
will probably not change 
doctors' practices. 

“We’ve always known that 
there was a range of develop- 
menCsaid Dr. Marianne 
Felice, chief of adolescent 
medicine at die University of 
Maryland “It may vary by 
race, it may vary by nutri- 
tional status and it may also 
vary by ... How old the moth- 
ers were or how old the older 
sisters were when they hit the 
same landmarks in sexual 
characteristics.” 


Deve Gowda and Pakistani 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
were expected to meet on the 
margins of the SAARC meet- 
ing. 

“We have built the confi- 
dence amongst each other, 
between the external affairs 
minister of India and myself, 
and hopefoUy the next meet- 
ing of our foreign secretaries 
and officials will be in 
Islamabad,” Khan said 

“We’ll try our level best, and 
Til also try, that that meeting 
of the foreign secretaries is 
before Male.” 

Asked if he and Gujral had 
discussed Kashmir over 

breakfast, Khan said: 

Tnsha’allah (God willing), tire 
foreign secretaries, when they 
meet, they will meet to discuss 
all issues.” Pakistan considers 
Kashmir to be the core issue in 
the talks but, in a shift of strat- 
egy from 1993, has said it no 
longer insists that the two 
nations make progress towards 
resolving the Kashmir dispute 
before tackling other issues. 


TWA offers 
compensation 
to families of 
Flight 800 

NEW YORK (AFP)— TWA 
has offered $75,000 for each 
of the 230 people killed in 
July when a Paris-bound 
Boeing 747 crashed near 
New York, a representative 
for 55 families said Tuesday. 

TWA made the offer, which 
is required under the Warsaw 
convention, in letters dated 
April 4. 

‘This letter, it’s nothing, a 
pure formality" said Lee 
Kreindler, a New York lawyer 
representing the families of 
55 victims. 

“TWA said from the very 
beginiining it would do it” he 
said. 

“This doesn’t affect in any- 
way the compensation we 
could get in court" 

Kreindier’s suit is asking 
for $75 million for each of 
the victims if a mechanical 
failure is found responsible 
for the crash. TWA had no 
immediate comment 

Kreindler said that five of 
his clients had already 
received an advance from 
TWA because of hardship. 

Kreindler won $500 mil- 
lion for the families of the 
victims of a Pan Am Boeing 
Jumbo jet that exploded over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988 
because of a bomb blast. 


Australian troops to be 
sent to help aborigines 


U.S . girls reach puberty 
earlier than commonly believed 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


‘Schroeder best candidate against Kohl’ 



BONN (AFP) — Gerhard Schroeder would be the ^ 
Democrats' best candidate against Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
in 1998, in the view of nearly two-thuds of German voters, 
according to an opinion poll published Wednesday by the 
weekly Die Woche. The poll by the Foisa Institute found 
that 65 per cent of voters believed the Lower Saxony pre- 
mier had the best chance, while only 21 per cent believed 
party chief Oskar Lafontaine should be the SPD s candi- 
date. Among SPD supporters, 67 per cent thought 
Schroeder was best-suited to beat Kohl. The chancellor last 
week announced his intention to run for a fifth term, but die 
SPD leadership has decided not to choose us candidate 
until the start of 1998 or next April at the latest 

Hen lays eggs with pictures of solar eclipse 

HONG KONG (AFP) — A hen has laid three eggs covered 
in markings resembling a solar eclipse which occurred in 
China last month, it was repotted on Wednesday. The hen 
laid die three eggs two days after pecking around the fam- 
ily yard in Lunghua county in Hebei province during the 
solar eclipse on March 9, the China backed NewEvening 
Post said. The event has created lively interest Owner Li* 
Fulun and his family were also watching the solar edipseT 
which coincided with a rare appearance by the Hale-Bopp 
comet Such an event has only been recorded three antes — 
in May 1882 in Egypt, in May 1947 in Brazil and 
November 1948 in Kenya. 

Leopard has field day in farmer’s sheep pen 

BELTING (AFP) — Afraid to kill an animal under state pro- 
tection, a herdsman in China’s remote west allowed a snow 
Leopard to go on a killing spree in his sheep pen for six 
days while he waited for authorities to arrive, the China 
daily said Wednesday. Eziz, who lives near Taxkorgan, 
Xinjiang province — just across the border from Tajikistan 
— recently found three of the endangered big cats feasting 
on his sheep. Two fled but the third, described as a male 
cub, was unable to escape the pen. the newspaper said. He 
sent his son to file a report on horseback, but die trip to the 
county seat took six days due to icy and precipitous moun- 
tainous conditions. By the time authorities arrived, the 
snow Leopard had killed and eaten 20 sheep, it said. With 
great difficulty, the animal was brought overland from the 
site, eventually being shipped to the zoo in the regional cap- 
ital of Urumqi, 1,900 kilometres away. The article praised 
Friz for bis upright conduct but made no mention of offi- 
cial compensation for his losses. The cat now weighs 30 
kilogrammes, it said quoting zoo officials. 

Female orgasm pill just fantasy — researchers 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Sex researchers have poured 
cold water over what drey called a misleading report sug£ 
gesting they were working on a pill for female orgasms. 
“That’s just somebody’s fantasy,’’ said Beverly Whipple, a 
researcher at Rutgers University in New Jersey. Whipple 
said that contrary to some media reports, she and other 
Rutgers University researchers have not isolated a chemical 
that produces orgasms in women, and such a pill is not on 
the horizoa. Whipple said that die Rutgers research team 
had discovered a brain chemical in rats which appears to be 
involved in genital stimulation. The brain chemical does 
not use the spinal cord, but, instead acts through a nerve 
pathway in rhe front of the body tbat travels from the geni- 
tal area to the brain. No such chemical has yet been found 
in humans. Whipple said. The researchers also reported last 
year that women paralysed from the chest down could 
achieve orgasm through self-stimulation, something that 
was thought to be impossible. 

Tourist dies in ‘deplorable’ incident — Cuba 

HAVANA (R) — The Cuban Foreign Ministry said 
Tuesday a Danish tourist had been killed in a “deplorable 
incident" after entering a restricted military zone. Danish 
media reports said earlier that the tourist, Joachim 
Loevschall. 26, was apparently shot by soldiers after enter- 
ing the zone and ignoring warnings to leave. Cuban 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Marianela Ferriol was 
quoted by the Cuban news agency Prensa Latina as saying 
the incident occured at dawn on March 29. Ferriol did not 
give further details of the incident, or say where it took 
place, noting the dead man’s family had asked for the 
Cuban Foreign Ministry to handle the case with extreme 
discretion. Ferriol said the Dane was not carrying any doc- : 
umentation at the time of the incident and so was not iden-jf 
tilled until last Friday. Ferriol added the ministry had 
immediately informed Danish authorities of the incident 
and begun an investigation into the case. 

Ireland hosts Eurovision song contest 

GENEVA (AFP) — Ireland will host the Eurovision song 
contest on May 3 for the third tim e in as many years, -with 
25 countries vying for the region's top pop-song laurels, the 
European Broadcasting Union has said. Irish public broad- 
caster Ire in Dublin will produce the gala finals, to be seen 
by a potential audience of 600 million from the North 
Atlantic Ocean to the uraJ mountains in Russia and beyond, 
it said. The contest has been run by the union, which repre- 
sents professional broadcasters in Europe. North Africa and 
the Middle East, since 1956. Ireland has produced the 
swands seven times since 1971, including four times in the 
1990s, by virtue of its artists winning the top prize so often. 

Argentina recognises prostitution as profession 

BUENOS AIRES (AFP) — Women and men working as 
prostitutes, including transvestites, will now have their pro- 
fessions recognized as part of the Argentine economy. the* 
government said Monday. The work will be categorized 
under an unclassified section of unskilled and industrial 
work, the National Institute of Statistics and the Census 
said. The new category affects women working as prosti- 
nites and men dressed as women who sell sex for a living, 
ffie institute said. The Association of Argentine Prostitutes 
Mid that there were 10,000 people working as prostitutes in 
the country. 

One million U.S. children abused, neglected’ 

WASl^GTON (R) — Child abuse and neglect remain at 
recoid high levels in the United States, with about one mil- 
lion substantiated cases a year and many more cases going 
umepon^L U.S officials said Diesday. La ffcSMta 

that for the third consecutive 

““^on children were abused or neglected, half 
have rfiM fP ° f ^^° ut **000 children were known to 
or dial year, although the true 

be twice as high. “Child abuse £d neglect 
3 in our country, and7very 

m P^ ventin § Health and Human 
Stances Secretary Donna Shalala said in a statement. The 

ST? Seem to have leveled o ff although at an 
^^bly high level after four years of steady irSeases, 
the Department of Health and Human Services said 
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Floodwaiers surround houses south or Fargo, North Dakota, along the Red River, on Tuesday. The crest is expect- 
ed to reach Fargo and Morehead Thursday or Friday (Reuters photo) 

Rising rivers threaten northern U.S. plains 


FARGO. N.D. (R) — 

Thousands of volunteers 
piled sandbags on Tuesday 
in a desperate effort to hold 
off rising rivers across the 
flood-ravaged northern 
plains. 

Record-low April temper- 
atures created dangerous ice 
jams on swollen waterways 
and froze floodwaiers 
around and inside homes, 
cars and anything else 
caught in the overflow. 

In Wahpeton. a city of 
.10,000 about 80 kilometres 
"jtroth of Fargo, residents 
scrambled to plug gaps in 
dikes that were purposely 
breached to allow trapped 
floodwaters to flow oul 

Similar dike repair efforts 
were made across the 


region, with volunteers 
direcied to trouble spots 
alone the bulging Minnesota 
River to pile sandbags by 
New Ulm and ' North 
Mankato. 

Upstream in Appleton, 
Minnesota, a mass of volun- 
teers rescued the town from 
the cresting Pom me De 
Terre river. A floating wood- 
en crate damaged a sandbag 
dike late on Monday and 
hundreds answered the call 
to repair the breach. 

“They pur out a call over 
four to five counties. There 
were 300 people from the 
(surrounding) county alone 
and we even had a busload 
of kids that came in from 
Minneapolis,^ spokesman 
at the Swift County Sheriff s 


Office said. 

But some residents were 
not so fortunate. Several 
towns and isolated farm- 
houses had to be evacuated 
with the aid of helicopters 
and military vehicles after 
becoming surrounded by the 
floodwaiers. 

Thousands of people 
across the Minnesota and 
North Dakota remained 
without electricity or heat 
after high-voltage towers 
were toppled by a powerful 
weekend storm whipped by 
strong winds. Repairs may- 
take weeks, authorities 
warned. 

Four people have died 
since the weekend storm. A 
man in Lankin. North 
Dakota, was discovered 


frozen a short distance away 
from his stranded pickup 
truck. A boy died in a house- 
fire in Lisbon. North 
Dakota, when candles over- 
turned. 

Across the Canadian bor- 
der in Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
two men died after the 
record-smashing snowstorm 
dumped 57 centimetres on 
the city. One man suffocated 
when the snow tunnel he 
was digging collapsed on 
top of him. The other suf- 
fered a heart attack clearing 
snow from around his home. 

Students at North Dakota 
State University in Fargo 
were excused from class to 
help fill and stack sandbags 
along the city's temporary 
dikes. 


Denmark and allies 

: /br - 

brace for rights 
clash with China 

GENEVA (AFP) — Denmark will fight to the last to muster 
maximum support for its draft resolution condemning human 
rights violations in China despite threats from Beijing, diplo- 
mats said here Wednesday. 

The Danish delegation will present a draft resolution before 
the UN. Human Rights Commission Thursday and the 53 
member countries will vote on the text next Tuesday. 

Denmark had been expected to present its resolution 
Wednesday, but diplomats said it w-as waiting until the last 
minute in the hope of winning as much support as possible. 

“We are seeking to get as many co-sponsors as possible. 
There is no reason to present it today," one diplomat said. The 
deadline for proposing the resolution is 1 600 GMT Thursday. 

Denmark stepped in Saturday and announced it would put 
forward the motion critical of China after the European Union 
^failed to agree on a joint position for the annual human rights 
debaie. The ELI has previously sponsored a critical resolution 
on China each year since the Tiananmen Square massacre in 
Beijing in 19S9, but France this year blocked a common EU 
stance. Paris was supported by Germany. Italy, Spain and 
Greece, drawing fire for putting trade considerations firsL 

While enthusiastically praising France and its allies, China 
warned Tuesday that any country supporting the resolution 
would harm its relations with the Asian giant. 

“Supporting this resolution will not be beneficial to any 
nation's ties with China," Foreign Ministry spokesman Shen 
Guofang said. 


Japan PM wants probe 
over nuclear accident 


TOKYO f Rj — A furious 
Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto ordered a raid on 
operators of Japan's only 
nuclear fuel reprocessing plant 
Wednesday and promised a 
full probe into a cover-up of 
the country’s worst nuclear 
accident 

“I am so angry I cannot utter 
a single word," u shaken 
Hashimoto told reporters. "We 
will gel third-party consultants 
to conduct a full probe." 

Hashimoto 's remarks came 
after his government ordered 
Science and Technology 
Agency inspectors to raid 
Power Reactor and Nuclear 
Fuel Development 

Corporation (PNC) offices. 
PNC is the sole public firm in 
charge of reprocessing nuclear 
fuel. PNC executives told a 
news conference late Tuesday 
thai its officials falsified a for- 
mal report about a March 1 1 
explosion at the Tokaimura 
Nuclear Complex, which 
exposed 37 workers to small 


doses of radiation. 

The complex houses Japan's 
only nuclear fuel reprocessing 
plant, just 160 kilometres 
northeast of Tokyo. The explo- 
sion occured at a bituminisa- 
lion plant inside the complex, 
designed to harden low-level 
nuclear waste by mixing it 
with "asphalt for permanent 
storage in drums. No one was 
seriously harmed in the explo- 
sion or fallout but the govern- 
ment said it was Japan's w'orst 
nuclear accidenL 

PNC had come under severe 
criticism for tardiness in alert- 
ing local officials, lax fire- 
fighting plans and outdated 
equipment, buL the latest reve- 
lation points to a cover-up. 

The report, submitted to the 
government on March 2 1 . said 
staff had visually confirmed 
that a fire had been put out at 
the plant The fire flared up 
again nine hours later causing 
an explosion which released 
radiation into the atmosphere. 
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Zaire rebels head to second city 

Artillery fire shatters the silence in Liibumbashi 


LUBUMBASHL Zaire iRi 
— Artillery fire shattered 
the silence in Zaire’s second 
city Lubumbashi on 
Wednesday as rebels 
pressed on. meeting stiff 
resistance from diehard 
government troops. 

The thud of heavy 
artiller\ r could be heard in 
the deserted streets of the 
city, coming from several 
kilometres to the south, 
after noon local time 1 1000 
GMT). It died away quick- 
ly. Gunfire also erupted. 

Residents said soldiers 
were seizing vehicles mov- 
ing in the rown, where only 
a handful of shops opened. 

Expatriate and business 
sources in the city said con- 
tacts in the town of Likasi. 
120 kilometres away to the 
northwest on a main rail way- 
line. reported that it had 
fallen to the rebels on 
Tuesday night. 

Zambian sources in 
Ndola. near the Zairean bor- 
der. said the rebels also 
seized the town of Sakania 


just across the frontier and 
some 200 kilometres from 
Lubumbashi on Wednesday. 

After weeks of waiting, 
the residents of Lubumbashi 
thought their day had come 
on Monday alter rebels, 
emerging from nowhere, 
look the border town of 
Kipushi just 30 kilometres 
away. 

But the advance was hail- 
ed by members of Zaire 
President Mobutu Scse 
Seko's elite DSP presiden- 
tial guard who said they had 
repulsed the enemy. killing 
many of them. 

The DSP. numbering one 
full division, have "more 
weapons and arc generally 
better disciplined titan the 
rest of Zaire's ragged army 
that has distinguished itself 
in looting hut has put up lit- 
tle resistance against the 
rebels. 

Their defined role is to 
protect Mobutu and vital 
national interests. As such 
they have been euneentraied 
in northern Gbadolite where 


Mobutu has a preferred jun- 
gle palace, and in Shaba 
province. which produces 
copper wealth. 

Rebel leader Laurent 
Kabila's tactic ni*w seems 
to be to w ait until his forces 
suffocate ihe city from the 

uther directions m which 

they were approaching — 
from Kasameno in the 
northwest uttd from Likasi. 

"We are meeting stiff 
resistance in Lubumbashi 
but it is something we 
expected.” he told reporters 
in the newly captured dia- 
mond cits Mbuji-Muyi 

"We are moving in nuns 
columns so they don't know 
what i> coming after the 
first sal so." 

Likasi. south of the cap- 
tured Tenke Fungurume site 
where one of the world's 
biggest copper mines is i«» 
be established, is a major 
centre for the state-owned 
copper concern Occam mes 
w hich dominates the econo- 
my of the pro- autonomy 
res! ion. Shaba. 


Residents in Kolwezi. 
another mining town, noto- 
rious for the I 1 » T S massacre 
of Belgian expatriates in 
one of Shaba’s secessionist 
ssars. said all \v;ls quid 
there on Wednesday. 

In Ltihumhaslu iisclf. a 
city of a million people 
close to Zambia, at least two 
planes arrived uxcmighi. 
leading to speculation they 
were carrying DSP rein- 
forcements and would e\ac- 
uate families of the military. 

A state of emergency 
declared by Mobutu on 
Tuesday had no immediate 
apparent effect in Shaba, 
whose civilian eouTnor 
Kyuiigu Wa KuniWiiii/a 
said he was snH in charge 
Je-pne the nomination else- 
where ot military gover- 
nors. 

At least one brigade of 
Lubumbashi \\ soldiers 
changed sides on Monday 
as the rebel aim.il looked 
imminent. lntt others 
appeared to have stayed at 
then posts. 


U.N. official 
meets Serb 
leaders, urges 
them to vote 

ZAGREB (AFP) — The U.N. 
administrator of Serb-held 
eastern Slavonia met local 
Serb leaden Wednesday and 
urged them to persuade the 
Seibs to vote in Sunday’s cru- 
cial polls, a U.N. spokesman 
said 

The administrator. Jacques 
Klein, met Vojislav 
Slanimirovic. head of the local 
Serb party, and Goran Hadzic. 
the “president” of the region 
who is reportedly on a list of 
people regarded as war crimi- 
nals by Zagreb, spokesman 
Douglas Coffman told AFP. 

Klein “called for support 
from the leadership to ensure 
people participate " Coft'man 
said. Eastern Slavonia, the 
last Serb-held part of Croatia, 
was captured by rebel Serbs in 
1991. Sunday's elections will 
be a key step in returning the 
region to Croatian control, a 
prospect some Serbs view 
with unease, fearing reprisals. 

The local Serb assembly 
decided Tuesday to postpone 
a final decision on vvhetberjoJ 
take part in the polls until a 
last minute meeting Friday. 

They said they were in 
favour of taking pan provided 
certain conditions were met. 

These were that Serbs who 
had not yet received the nec- 
essary Croatian documents be 
allowed to vote and that 
Belgrade guarantee they could 
have dual YugosJav-Croatian 
nationality. Coffman said that 
the assembly's decision was 
“unfortunate” and added thai 
Stanimirovie and Hadzic had 
told Untaes after Wednesday’s 
meeting that they would urge 
the Serbs to take pan in the 
polls. 


Bangladesh’s Ershad faces tough choice — love or politics 


DHAKA (R) — 

Bangladesh's flamboyant 
former military ruler 
Hossain Mohammad 

Ershad, freed only three 
months ago from jail, is fac- 
. ing a tough choice between 
Shis political career and his 
lover of 14 years, party 
sources said on Wednesday. 

Ershad, who writes poems 
and used to play golf when 
in military service and in the 
presidency, perhaps played 
the wrong stroke when he 
celebrated his birthday last 
month in privacy with his 
fiancee, Zinat Hossain. a 
member of parliament, 
instead of his wite. 


Ershad did not invite his 
wife and Zinat did not bring 
her husband, sources in 
Ershad ’s Jatiya Party say. 
Newspapers have run a vari- 
ety of stories on what hap- 
pened at the party. 

Even close associates in 
the Jatiya Parry had openly 
objected to such gestures 
from the former army 
strongman while his wife of 
more than 40 years. Begum 
Roushan and also an legisla- 
tor, briefly left Ershad to 
live with her sister. 

Ershad- with help of some 
senior Jatiya leaders, per- 
suaded Roushan back home 
but the rift widened and 


some of his party colleagues 
and relatives are demanding 
an end to the ex-presidenr’s 
love affair with his fellow 
Jatiya party member. 

The issue apparently 
forced a perplexed Ershad 
to go for a “do-or-die” deci- 
sion that might devastate his 
political career. Jatiya lead- 
ers. who declined to be 
identified, told Reuters. 

“He will not listen to us, 
he is just crazy about that 
woman,” one said. 

Lieutenant-General 
Ershad. who seized power 
in a bloodless coup in 1982, 
was deposed in an opposi- 
tion-led people's uprising in 


1990. and was sent to jail. 

While Ershad, 68, is still 
mulling his next move, 
three top Jatiya leaders told 
newspapers on Wednesday 
they would make a strong 
protest with Ershad (over 
his affair) and if necessary’, 
would split the party. 

The ex-president, howev- 
er. has showed no sign of 
giving up on Zinat, who is 
in her early 40s. 

“My relationship with 
Zinat has been a 14-year 
affair. She has done a lot for 
me...I wont to make a deci- 
sion about her,” Ershad told 
the Songbad newspaper in 
an interview. 


“My problem now is one 
lady (Zinat), I feel very- 
weak at this. And l don't 
know how to overcome it." 
Ershad said. 

“1 have made my proposal 
to Zinat and am awaiting 
her reply,” Ershad told 
Sangbad when asked if he 
had proposed io many her. 

Newspapers on 

Wednesday said Zinat. wife 
of a > former Industry- 
Secretary Moshamif 
Hossain. had told Ershad he 
must divorce Roushan 
before they can wed. 

Zinat and Roushan were 
not available for comments. 


Poll experts tip more election 
gains for U.K.’s Labour Party 


LONDON (R) — 
top electron 


Britain's 
experts 
Wednesday increased their 
forecasts for a large Labour 
majority as the ruling 
Conservatives made no 
progress in clawing back a 
huge opposition lead in pub- 
lic opinion polls. 

In a poll of 20 political 
experts on their predictions 
for the outcome of the May 1 
general election, the mean 
forecast pointed to an S3-seat 
Labour majority in the 659- 
seat House of Commons, up 
from a 77-seal average pre- 
diction they gave a week ago. 

Nineteen of the 20 mem- 
bers of the Reuters' panel 
believe Labour will win the 
election — one expects a 
hung parliament — and six 
expect a majority of more 
than 100 seats for Labour 
after 18 y ears in opposition. 

Paul Whitely. lecturer at the 
University of Sheffield, said 
experts were revising their 
predictions up because the 
Labour lead in public opinion 
polls had not diminished. 

“There is no evidence that 
Conservative support is re- 
emerging. As we go along, 
the possibility of a Labour 


landslide becomes greater.” 
he said. 

The predictions in the 
Reuters survey ranged Irom 
David Carlton, lecturer in 
politics at the University of 
Warwick, who predicts a 
hung parliament, to John 
Curtice at the University of 
Strathclyde, who lorecasis u 
IS5->eai majority for Labour. 

But although the experts 
are increasing their predic- 
tions for Labour as the elec- 
tion nears, they still fall well 
behind the levels of support 
for Labour being registered 
in public opinion polls. 

While the experts on aver- 
age showed Labour with a 
10-point lead over the 

Conservatives with 45 per 
cent of the vort*. most opinion 
polls put the gap between Lhe 
two main parties at 20 per- 
centage points or more. 

The latest Reuters/NOP 
opinion poll published 

Monday showed Labour sup- 
port at *5 1 per cent. 2 1 points 
ahead of the Conservatives. 
Translated into seats under a 
widely -used formula devised 
by political analysis Colin 
Railings and Michael 
Thrasher, this would give 


Labour a 22 1 -seal majority. 

Ivor Crewe, vice-chancel- 
lor at the University oi E-*se\. 
believes the explanation for 
the gap between public polls 
and the opinion of the 
Reuters panel was two-fold. 

“Tlie first is that because 
we have never witnessed in 
living memory a lead of this 
magnitude by any party, 
nobody can believe it." said 
Crewe. “And second, 
because they can't believe, 
they think it will have to 
come down.” 

Issues uppermost in v oters’ 
minds, were the economy, 
specifically healrh :md educa- 
tion. The puhlic see the track 
record on both as negative for 
the Conservatives. die 
experts said. 

They said allegations of 
corruption and sev scandals 
hud severely dented, support 
for the Conservatives, and the 
effect had filtered through to 
perceptions of incompetence. 

Pan of tlte problem for tile 
Conservatives was the differ- 
ence between Prime Minister 
John Major ;md Tony Blair, 
leader of the opposition, the 
experts said. 


Canada’s a great place 
to live, as long as sex is 
not a priority — poll 

OTTAWA (AFP) — Viewed from abroad. Canada looks 
like a great place to live, with a secure government and 
banking system and strong social services, but for sex it is 
a dud. according to a Global Pull. 

The survey, conducted by Angus Reid for the Canadian 
government and published Monday, revealed that non- 
Canadians generally: 

- Regard Canada as tolerant of diversity: 

- admire the Canadian healthcare system: 

- admire the country 's natural wonders: 

- have confidence in the Canadian business community: 

- believe Canadians arc honest: 

- find Canadians not very sexy. 

However, the opinions, culled from polls tn 20 different 
countries, show that Canadian sex appeal is very much in 
the eyes of the beholder. 

While S7 per cent of Ukrtdnians and 76 per cent of 
Belgians and Germans though: Canadians were sexy, only 
30 of Italians agreed. 

Thiny-six per cent of French respondents found 
Canadians unsexy — the highest of any of die nations. 

The Chinese shared the French low opinion: Only 27 per 
cent of Chinese and Hong Kong respondents said they 
thought Canadians were sexually attractive. 

But 75 per cent of Japanese and 72 per cent of South 
Korean respondents felt Canadians definitely did have sex 
appeal. Even though they do not find Canadians very sexy, 
the French said Canada would be their first choice for 
home if they were foreced to leave their mother country . 

Canada was also first choice for .Americans, Ukrainians 
and Australians, second choice for Mexicans (after the 
United States). Britons (alter Australia). South Koreans 
(after Australia) and residents of China and Hong Kong 
(also after Australia). 


NASA may 
rerun shuttle's 
curtailed 


mission 


CAPE CANAVERAL. 
FLoridu i Ki — Tlte space 
shuttle Columbia had barely 
conic to a halt Tuesday after 
its missiun was cut shun 
be) ore NASA begun consid- 
ering .sending it back to space 
to complete some unlinidietl 
business. 

Space agency officials said 
tlte shuttle could he turned 
around in near- record time to 
rerun its mission, aborted 
because of a malfunctioning 
power generator. Columbia 
.ind its crew could be 
launched again as early .is 
July 2. “We’re going to in to 
give y'all an oil change anil 
send you hack.” Kennedy 
Space Centre dircclor Roy 
BridgCN joked with .shuttle 
Commander Jim Hubei! after 
Columbia's early honieconi- 
ine. "We are evaluating the 
possibility of re-flying :i> 
e;iriy as the first pan of July.” 
shunie programme director 
Tommy Holloway said. “I 
expect that evaluation will 
take tlte rest of this week. ' 
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Who should blink first? 

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton appears poised to apply 
pressure on the Palestinian side to blink first in the 
showdown with Israel in his continued efforts to res- 
cue the peace process from imminent collapse. Being 
the weaker party in the standoff, the onus is being 
transferred to the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) to salvage the process after the Clinton- 
Netanyahu talks in Washington last Monday failed 
to make a dent in Israel's wall of intransigent poli- 
cies. .As if admitting total inability to influence events 
in the Middle East, President Clinton said Tuesday 
that it was virtually up to the parties themselves to 
get the stalled negotiations started again. “I want 
these parties to do what they have to do to get this 
process up and going again." the president told 
reporters, while remaining upbeat that there is a 
“fairly decent chance,” that the negotiations can be 
revived despite all the doom and gloom that sur- 
rounds them. 

If it is the PNA that must make the first move, it is 
hard to imagine what the Palestinians can still do 
over and above all the concessions that they have 
already made in order to give peace a chance. It is 
one thing to have an atmosphere of zero-tolerance 
for violence as President Clinton has suggested and 
quite another to let Israel get away with “murder" 
every step of the way. President Clinton has talked 
about the need to promote the kind of confidence- 
building measures and policies to get the peace ball 
rolling once again, and we agree with him. But we all 
know that the ball is squarely in Israel's court espe- 
cially the inescapable decision to freeze settlement 
activity on occupied Palestinian land. At a time when 
Washington made it dear that constructing thou- 
sands of new housing units in East Jerusalem is a 
major obstacle to peace. Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu stormed out of his talks at the 
White House to announce to the whole world that 
construction will go on despite all the international 
protests. If this is not an affront to President Clinton 
and the entire world community we do not what is. 

With each mounting casualty on the Palestinian 
side the risk of another all-out intiTada becomes that 
much greater. When a Jewish settler armed with a 
machine gun shoots and kills an armed Palestinian 
in the heart of Hebron Tuesday, there can be no 
escape from the expectation that a renewed cycle of 
violence will soon follow. Five Palestinians have 
already been killed by Israeli soldiers in the last few 
days alone increasing the tension in the region to 
new heights. 

Rather than apply pressure on the Palestinians 
who are being victimised every passing day, 
Washington should consider some arm-twisting 
against Netanyahu. The Americans know how the 
peace process got derailed and they know what it 
takes to put it back on track. Pinning hopes on fur- 
ther Palestinian concessions would be the very pre- 
scription for disaster. 

As His Majesty King Hussein was quoted as saying 
yesterday, the Palestinians have done everything 
they could for peace. They have nothing left to give. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

FAHED FANEK. a writer for Al Ra’i Wednesday criti- 
cised the government for volunteering to receive Hamas 
leader Musa Abu Marzouk who is currently detained in 
the U.S. Jordan had deponed Abu Marzouk after accus- 
ing him of committing “inappropriate" activities: and the 
man. who holds a Yemeni passport, was detained in the 
U.S. after Israel had requested his extradition to put him 
on trial for alleged terrorist activities, the writer pointed 
out. But now that Israel has withdrawn its request, the 
American administration seems to be embarrassed and 
does not know what to do with him. especially because 
it is bound to be vindicated from any offence should he 
stand trial before American courts, the writer pointed 
out. He asked why should Jordan volunteer to save the 
U.S. or Israel from embarrassment and allow Abu 
Marzouk to be kept in detention or under house arrest in 
the Kingdom. He said the U.S. and Israel want to get rid 
of Abu Marzouk for fear of facing reprisals from Hamas 
if the man is extradited to Israel. The writer claimed that 
Jordan has more than one reason not to welcome back 
Abu Marzouk or give him sanctuary and should not vol- 
unteer to help save Israel or the U.S. from embarrass- 
ment of their own making. 

A WRITER for A! Dustour charged that the Department 
of Statistics gives the public incorrect data about the 
actual unemployment situation in the Kingdom and is 
encouraged by certain government ministries to conceal 
the real figures. Mohammad Sbiehi said by so doing the 
department is not deceiving itself and the public only, 
but it is also misleading the decision makers and plan- 
ners and also potential investors who require to know 
accurate information about the national economy. By 
concealing the facts the department is misleading offi- 
cials and thwarting efforts of government-appointed 
committees charged with carrying out reforms, he con- 
tinued. Once the department has lost credibility in a cer- 
tain case it is bound to lose credibility in other matters, 
and the information and data which it provides on other 
subjects will remain in doubt, according to the writer. We 
should realise that only by adopting sound principles and 
scientific methods can we help our country to develop, 
said the writer, who stressed the need for the department 
to seek accuracy and honesty in dealing with issues of 
concern to the nation. 


The View from Academia 


Dr. Ahmad Y. Majdoubeh 
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Mideast peace stalemate: is it bad news or good? 

.. . . , . . r. , .jii imMp nf second Israel. 


IT IS very difficult, even for peace advocates and optimists 
like myself, to think of Mideast peace these days without 
feeling pain in the neck, anger, disappointment, and even 
disillusionment. The coming to power of the present 
Israeli government did not, despite the little tiny bit of 
progress it insists on attributing to itself, bode well for the 
peace process. 

So much valuable time has been wasted, so many hopes 
have been frustrated, so much confidence has been 
destroyed, so much life has been (and is being) lost When 
Mideastem parties (less warmly than before) speak of 
commitment to peace these days, the words sound void, 
bland, and lip-service. What was so near and close sounds 
so distant and far-fetched. No matter how one looks at it 
the Netanyahu government has made things extremely dif- 
ficult for everyone. The impasse is quite real at this point 

I wonder though (especially if one forces one’s self to 
look a little carefully and unemotionally beyond the sur- 
face) if there is nor a level of hope i somewhat far-fetched 
and perverse though it may be) implied and suggested in 
the desperate situation we are all uncomfortably passing 
through and some good news implied and suggested by the 
very bad news which we are painfully experiencing. 

Let's, first state the obvious. Not long ago, as far back as 
only half a decade ago, peace between the Arabs and 
Israelis was almost unthinkable. Now, despite the obstacles 
and the stalemate, peace is thinkable. More importantly, 
some of it has actually materialised. Peace agreements 
have been signed and a noticeable level of peace relations 
between Arabs and Israelis (Egyptians. Jordanians, 
Palestinians. Qataris, Omanis, etc.) has come into being. 

The “piece" (in the words of some cynics) of peace 
which we have seen so far has brought some understand- 
ing among the Arabs and Israelis. Up until Oslo (perhaps 
even up until the assassination of former Israeli Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin) many (most?) in the Arab World (with the 
obvious exception of Palestinians living in the occupied 
territories and a handful of intellectuals) knew very little 
about Israel. 

Up until the time spoken of, Israel was one thing: an enti- 
ty occupatiooist in its practices, imperialist in its outlook, 
racist in its attitude, and never serious about peace. All 
Israelis are the same. You could never convince not only 
the man in the street (i.e. the carpenter, the housewife, the 
civii servant, the driver, etc.) but also many learned indi- 
viduals that some (many?) 'Israel is are for peace, that they 
respect Arab rights including the Palestinian right to state- 
hood. that they are against annexation of Palestinian and 
Arab land, that they are against violence, and that they 
want to live and let five. Hence our reference in our polit- 
ical discourse to Israel as the “Zionist entity" (one “entity,” 
one mindset, that is). 

By the same token, many Israelis doubted the sincerity of 
Arab countries and Arab people (especially the 
Palestinians) whenever they spoke of peace. The Arabs 
were seen by many Israelis as the enemy who wanted to 
throw Israel into the sea. There could be no true peace 
with the Arabs because the Arabs are “fickle” and “unreli- 
able." There can be no independent Palestinian entity 


(state or no state) on the land of Palestine because this will 
be a direct threat to the Israeli entity. And there can be no 
peace (not even talks) with the PLO. 

Things have changed with respect to all of this. Israel 
has held talks with the PLO and has made peace with it 
Israel no longer thinks the Palestinian state unthinkable, 
and many Israelis have faith in the sincerity of Arabs in 
pursuing peace. The Arabs are not fickle and unreliable. If 
anyone at present is fickle, unreliable, and elusive (toward 
peace, that is), it is the present Israeli prime minister. 

With respect to the way the Arab side views Israel.' one 
thing is obvious: Israel is not one thing. There are Israelis 
(in the eyes of the man in the streets as well as the intel- 
lectuals) who want peace, who oppose terror, who respect 
Arab rights and sympathise with Arab suffering, and who 
are well-meaning and sincere in their wanting to live and 
let live. In other words, there are (as seen through the eyes 
of the Arab man in the street and as things appear to be in 
reality) two Israelis, not one: the Israel of the moderates 
(essentially the Labour Israel which is willing to make 
some sacrifices and some concessions for the sake of 
peace) and the Israel of the hardliners (the Israel of the 
Likud and the extremists which either is not serious about 
peace or desires peace its own way and for itself alone). 

The fact that the Arabs (most Arabs) have come to see 
Israel as more than one thing is a great difference in my 
opinion, a difference which has been made as a result of 
peace. 

More importantly. I believe that much of the Arab World 
has made peace with the first of the two Israelis. In other 
words, half of the peace process (so to speak) has materi- 
alised. 

But what about the other half — peace with the extrem- 
ist. hard-line Israel? Well, obviously, it has not happened 
yet And this is what the present stalemate is essentially 
about or caused by. One is dealing with an Israel which is 
extremely one-sided in its view of things (it wants 
Jerusalem — all of Jerusalem — for itself, it wants peace 
and security for itself, it wants to “settle" wherever and 
whenever it sees fit, it wants to impose its lop-sided vision 
and selfish, provocative schemes and have Arabs stay 
tongue-tied and arm-tied. etc. This is bad news indeed. 

Indirectly, however, the bad news may ultimately turn 
out to be good news. What do you mean? 

Well, if one wants to establish lasting, durable, and com- 
prehensive peace in the Middle East, then peace has to be 
accepted by either all parties and peoples concerned or the 
vast majority of them. Right? In the Arab World, I would 
argue that peace has been accepted by the majority. The 
rejectionists are a minority, a small one at best. By con- 
trast. peace tie. the kind of peace in the direction of which 
the Arab parties and the Labour Israel were heading) has 
not in reality been accepted by even a simple majority in 
Israel. The Israel which assassinated Rabin and brought 
Netanyahu to power is against peace the Labour style. It 
has its own peculiar (largely selfish) view of peace, if it 
wants peace at alL Netanyahu (whatever he is or is not 
deep down — a wolf in sheep’s array or a lamb in wolf's 
array) is a perfect reflection, embodiment, epitome, and 


image of this second Israel. 

What I mean is that there can never be true, durable, last- 
ing and comprehensive peace until and unless one (i.e. 
Israel itself, the U.S., the Arabs, the Palestinians) come to 
terms with the wolfish Israel. Sooner or later (perhaps bet- 
ter sooner than later), the Likud Israel would have back- 
fired- Now it has. So, what would you guys (i.e. Israel 
itself, the U.S. ? the Europeans, the Arabs, the Palestinians 

— the peace partners, that is) do about it? The true chal- 
lenge now for all concerned is to think of ways to make the 
second Israel make peace. 

My view is that it is better to tackle obstacles head on 
right from the very beginning than to pretend that there are 
no obstacles when in fact there are. In other words, the ill- 
ness that prevents the peace process from proceeding in the 
right direction has been diagnosed, and now a remedy 
needs to be prescribed. We must get to study better, under- 
stand better, deconstruct better, and respond better to the 
logic (no matter how illogical), ideology (no matter how 
perverse), and vision (no matter how dark) which stand 
behind the extremist position in Israel. What is the peace- 
believing, peace-loving Israel itself going to prescribe to 
the malady which is growing in its body? What is the U.S. 

— the peace patron, partner, and honest broker — — going to 
prescribe? What are the Arab peace partners going to pre- 
scribe? 

This is one. The second thing is: Let the hard-line Israel 
air its views. Let it itself hear how ridiculous and danger- 
ous its views (no matter how faithfully it clings unto them) 
sound to others and perhaps, ultimately, to itself. How do 
the peace-loving Israelis, the U.S. allies, the European 
world, the Arabs feel when they hear the Netanyahu Israel 
say: all of Jerusalem is for the Israelis (i.e. the Christians 
and the Mus lims can go to hell); the Palestinians (unlike 
any other nation in today’s civilised world) have to settle 
for a me anin gless form of self-rule on a small piece of their 
land: Israel must have security even when its prime minis- 
ter, police, and maniacal settlers are provoking, beating, 
and shooting Palestinians, etc.? It may be possible for the 
extreme Israel to realise the foolishness of its position from 
the reactions to them on part of other fellow Israelis, the 
Arab countries and the rest of the world. 

What I am saying is that the good thing that is coming 
out of this bad situation is that the half of Israel which con- 
trols Israel now is exposing, embarrassing itself tremen- 
dously, though at a heavy price to all. What is more embar- 
rassing than Netanyahu standing in front of ATPAC the 
other day calling for fighting terrorism? Surely, this is a 
joke. Who is provoking and causing terror in the Middle 
East now? My grandmother? Isn’t it the Netanyahu Israel 

— the politicians who are endorsing and implementing 
provocative settlement plans, the settlers, the police ? 

Something good may come out of the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment boring us to death with outdated arguments and 
provoking us to death with schemes of defiance and terror. 
From a bad situation, a good thing may ultimately emerge, 
and from a fall, a rise may be made possible. 


Helmut Kohl 
and the future of Europe 


By G wynne Dyer 

FRESH FROM his annual 
two-week retreat at a fat 
farm in Austria, 
Germany’s Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl announced 
on Thursday that he will 
run for a fifth term of 
office next year. Already 
the longest-serving leader 
of late 20th-century 
Europe, he could turn out 
to be the most important 
as well — if he wins his 
last gamble. 

“In future the agenda is 
one of bloody conflict," 
commented the newspaper 
‘Saarbruecker Zeitung' 
after Kohl made his deci- 
sion public on his 67ih 
birthday. “Kohl's 

announcement has set off 
a marathon political elec- 
tion campaign." 

It is 18 months until the 
next German election, but 
every decision made in 
Germany until then will 
be made in the shadow of 
that looming election. 
Because if Kohl wins, 
then 1999 will see the 
realisation of his grand 
project of European 
Monetary Union. The 
German mark, the French 
franc, and perhaps even 
the British pound will dis- 
appear. to be replaced by a 
one-size-fits-all ‘euro.’ 

Even that does not fully 
convey the scale of what is 
at stake. European 
Monetary Union (EMU) is 
not some banker’s brain- 
child; it is Kohl's strategy 
for embedding Germany 
irrevocably in a broader 
European society. Which 
is a matter of some 
urgency, given the fact 
that previous failures to 
integrate Germany into 
Europe caused two world 
wars and killed about 50 
million Europeans in this 
century. 

Many Germans resent 
Kohl's argument that 
something special must be 
done to lock Germany into 
Europe, because it seems 
to imply that there is 


something wrong with 
Germans — that it was the 
German national charac- 
ter, rather than the 
vagaries of history, that 
produced Hitler. Gerhard 
Schroeder. prime minister 
of the state of Lower 
Saxony and a potential 
opposition candidate for 
chancellor next year, gets 
particularly cross about it. 

“Kohl maintains the 
Germans have to be tied 
into Europe,” Schroeder 
said recently. “I say the 
Germans are politically 
and democratically 
mature. They want to be 
Europeans because they 
want to. not because they 
must be to avoid being a 
danger to others." 

The current generation 
of Germans are certainly 
no threat to their neigh- 
bours, but Schroeder for- 
gets geopolitics. There are 
SO million Germans in a 
continent where no other 
country west of Russia 
reaches 60 milli on. 
Germany is right in the 
middle, and it has the 
world's third-biggest 
industrial economy. All 
this, plus the history, 
makes the neighbours 
chronically uneasy. 

It was Helmut Kohl’s 
great triumph in 1990. the 
peaceful reunification of 
Germany, that reawakened 
the old “German ques- 
tion.” The divided, emas- 
culated Germany of 1945- 
1990. with six foreign 
armies on its soil, was not 
even a potential threat 

The new, reunited 
Germany is — and Kohl 
understood this, almost 
immediately. By 1993 he 
had adopted the idea of 
European Monetary 
Union as the best way of 
entangling Germany's 
government, economy and 
society inextricably with 
those of its neighbours. 
And it was Kohl’s deter- 
mination and clout that 
pulled the rest of the 
European Union into the 
project. 


If Kohl wins in 1998. 
then one way or another 
the EMU will probably 
happen in 1999. And if 
not, then not. So what are 
his chances of winning an 
unprecedented fifth term 
in office? 

Rotten, by normal politi- 
cal standards. Kohl has 
been in power for 15 
unbroken years, which is 
long enough to get on 
everybody’s nerves. 
Moreover, the German 
economy is in trouble. 
Unemployment, at 12 per 
cent, is the highest 
Germans have experi- 
enced since before Hitler 
rose to power in 1933. 
Economic growth last 
year was a mere 1.4 per 
cent. 

Kohl’s government 
seems helpless before 
these problems. Much 
touted plans for tax reform 
and the revision of the 
national pension system 
were abandoned within 
days of being brought into 
the legislature in February. 
There is open dissension 
in the cabinet Worst of 
all. rwo out of three 
Germans are against the 
EMU, fearing that the 
‘euro’ will be a weaker 
currency than the cher- 
ished mark. 

Kohl should be doomed 
— and indeed, the opinion 
polls consistently put the 
Social Democratic (SPD) 
opposition slightly ahead 
of the ruling coalition. But 
that is now, when opinions 
have no consequences. 
Eighteen months from 
now, it could be different 

During the 15 years 
Kohl has been chancellor, 
the SPD has been five dif- 
ferent leaders come and 
go. It may well tear itself 
apart again before the 
electioo, because Gerhard 
Schroeder is mounting a 
strong challenge to current 
leader Oskar Lafontaine. 

A lot of Germans just 
trust Kohl. He speaks no 
language but German, he 
has no intellectual preten- 


sions, he always seems a 
bit uncomfortable abroad. 
He is fat a bit pompous, 
boringly stable in his pri- 
vate life. He wins because 
he doesn’t scare people. 

Yet when Kohl decided 
Germany must be reunited 
before the post- 
Communist east slid into 
chaos, he moved with 
amazing speed and deter- 
mination — and a total 
contempt for mere finan- 
cial considerations. The 
East German mark was 
declared equal to the "West 
German (the day before, 
the black market rate was 
around four-to-one), and 
die whole thing was a 
done deal in weeks. 
Democratic ratification 
came later, and economic 
logic went out the win- 
dow. 

Germans are still paying 
a price for that deal. 
Eastern Germany is now 
probably the most expen- 
sive place in the world to 
manufacture anything 
("West German wages, but 
East German productivi- 
ty). and the true unem- 
ployment rate in the east is 
around 25 per cent. One 
trillion marks of govern- 
ment subsidies have been 
swallowed up almost 
without a trace. 

But Kohl would simply 
say that it had to be done. 
Not to reunify Germany, 
once the Communists fell, 
would have created an 
explosively unstable situa- 
tion in Europe. In the pri- 
vacy of his own mind, he 
probably now makes the 
same argument for the 
EMU: it may be dodgy 
economically, but it’s vital 
politically. 

Helmut Kohl is a vision- 
ary in disguise. If he wins 
□ext year’s election, it will 
be his vision that defines 
21-st century Europe. 


LETTERS 


Sad state of affairs 


To the Editor: 

WHEN RANDA Habib writes about the avoidance of 
vehicle tax by the rich, surely this is just the tip of the 
iceberg. Power, privilege and wealth mean everything in 
our country. How many times in the cocktail bars of 
Amman and Aqaba do we hear certain well-known 
names loudly exclaiming that they can do anything, say 
anything and are above the law of the land. They have 
connections in all of the right places. 

One billion dinars in lost car excise is just a tiny per- 
centage of real figure stolen from the nation’s coffers by 
the powerful and privileged who should surely know bet- 
ter. A truly sad state of affairs. 

Arafeh A) Ashi, 
P.O. Box 347, 
Aqaba. 


Outdated information 


To the Editor: 

I HAVE pleasure to inform you that I read your newspa- 
per regularly, and I really consider it as top-quality polit- 
ical daily. Besides, my friends and -colleagues often talk 
about the professionalism with which your newspaoer is 
credited. 

Having that in mind, I was really astonished when I 
read m the “Jordan Times” on April 7th an article head- 
j™ Humour and desperation drive Belgrade protest" 
by Caroline Smith of Reuters. 

I almost started to laugh since that article was com- 
pletely outdated. 

Of course, I have no intention to write about how 
biased and slanted Caroline Smith’s article was (it is 
weU-known and. in today's world, one should learn to 
hve with such media-bombardments by some Western 
ana other news sources). 

But, I haye to note shortly that there are no protests, no 
demonstrations, no strikes in my country at least for four 
or foe weeks now. Students’ protests have passed as 
minor event for us. Mr. Velickovic is no more Dean of 
Belgrade University for almost four weeks now etc 
Jrt me that , J ou P™ 11 ^ *e article which was 

ouu£^ ? cIe. a " d " ^ AS 1 Saii 
it ^ a ™|“, rr ! ind excellent reputation of your daily, 
for yo^ bebeve *“ pubUshln S such an anicle is good 

voST^v^nol ?? g0i ? 8 stay a pennanent reader of 
your daily since it is rather good. I would like you not to 

tmtoand thta ietter as a comply tat Sly 

Oliver Potezica 
Charge d 'Affaires of the 
5 5d f ral Republic of Yugoslavia 
m the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 

a^\ToJ^n, a r e r th Mr - Po,e ' jca that ** said 
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Of polls, parliaments and parties 


N> 


A r Ol on rfte nciwfamfr. A/ Mithaq has published the 
results of its self-styled public opinion poll in which its 
reporters questioned ( many by telephone ) citizens in the 
country's cities asking them two questions : Who would vou 
like to see as prune minister t among a give list of names 
which omitted current Premier Abdul Saiam Majali "to 
avoid con fusion "J, and what three qualifications would vou 
want from a prime minister? First, the answers. A total 
32.9 per cent of those who responded said they would like to 
see Jordan Engineers Association President Leith Shubeilat 
as premier. The also-ran list is as follows: 2L4 per cent for 
former Prime Minister Ahmad Obeidat. 123 per cent for 
former Prime Minister Taker Masri, 8. 7 for Deputy Toujan 
Faisal. 4.4 per cent for Abdul Karim Kabariti. 3.6 per cent 
for Abdullah Ensour, 2.2 for HRH Prince Zeid Bin Shaker, 

2.1 per cent for Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, 1.6 per cent for 
Abdullah Akaileh, 1.5 per cent for Saad Havel Srour. 1.4 per 
cent for Suleiman Arar, 1.3 per cent for Zeid Rifai. L3 per 
cent for Ahmad Lawzi. /./ per cent for Mudar Badran, and 

4.2 per cent for others. Of the three qualifications or 
accomplishments they would seek in a prime minister in 
order of priority, the respondents said: in domestic affairs — 
combating corruption, respecting citizens feelings, improv- 
ing the economy, enhancing democracy, abolishing the 
practice of wasta. decentralisation of the government, and 
engaging in field work: in external affairs — enhancing 
inter-Arab relations especially with Iraq, diplomatic exper- 
tise and tactfulness, resolving the Palestine question, freez- 
ing normalisation with Israel ; personal qualifications — 
cleanliness , truth, power, high qualifications, religious ten- 
dency. modesty and bravery. 

According to the paper, the six journalists who con- 
ducted this survey faced obstacles far greater than expected. 
Nearly 40 per cent of the 1,000 people who were called 
"refused to cooperate with the team because they were 
indifferent or afraid to do so. ” Al Mithaq said that this urn 
a dangerous indicator proving once again the need for the 
■ largest sector of the public to be involved in political and 
democratic activity. Other characteristics of the sample 
were reported to be that 29 per cent had tawjihi level edu- 
cation, 14 per cent community college, 33 per cent an 
undergraduate university degree, 4 per cent postgraduate 
degrees and 20 per cent with no academic qualifications. A 
total of 45 per cent of the sample were 18 -25 years old, 27 
per cent. 26-33 , ll per cent. 3431, five per cent 4238, six 
per-ceni38-53 r and s ix - per ce nt-^vere 53-years-old and 
aboye^ Jlie jgmple im&ff&fi 64.fi _per cent men and 35,4 
Women;'' ~f •* ^ to _ ; ‘ 

- is »■ 


DEPUTY DUTY: Lower House Speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour is doing a bit of parliamentary globe-trotting. Two 
international gatherings of parliamentarians, one in Greece 
held on April 6 and the other in South Korea today have him 
out of the country with some of his colleagues. In Athens, 
Mr. Srour, along with Senator Thouqan Hindawi, member 
of the Upper House Foreign Affairs Committee, and Deputy 
Abdullah Akaileh. attended the conference of speakers of 
parliaments in the Mediterranean countries. Then it was off 
to Seoul on Wednesday, where the House speaker headed a 
somewhat larger delegation of senators and deputies to the 
97th International Parliamentary Union ( IPU ) Conference. 
Accompanying him in Asia are Senators Abdullah Salah, 
Thouqan Hindawi, Deputies Toujan Faisal. Abdullah 
Akaileh, Fawzi Touimeh, and Abdul Majid Azzam, as well as 
Lower House Secretary General Mohammad Masalhah. 
Last year's April IPU conference (the IPU conference is 
held biannually) was held in Istanbul where the issue of ter- 
rorism was a priority cf the Arab states attending the meet- 


NOT LOSING A XT, GAINING A MINISTER: There 
was no poll taken when Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Akel Biltaji was honoured by his former colleagues of near- 
ly 30 years at Royal Jordanian last week. Mr. Biltaji was 
appointed a minister in Prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali s new Cabinet last month, thus leaving his 28-year 
career in Jordan s air travel industry. For those years of 
dedication, he was presented with a special plaque by RJ 
President Nader Dahabi to the thunderous applause of all 
those in attendance. Mr. Biltaji was RJ’s vice president for 
investments. It is unclear whether the post will be filled or 
whether organisational changes may warrant a different 
arrangement of top management departments at the nation- 
al airline. 

**** 

THE GOLDEN DAYS: The Jordanian Ba’aih Arab 
Socialist Party ( JBASP \ has something to celebrate. It is the 
Ba ‘ath Party s 50th anniversary, and the JBASP is throwing 
parties all over the Kingdom during the first half of April to 
commemorate the event. Beginning with the big bang in 
^ Amman, nearly 1,000 celebrants, either party members, 
associates, friends and even friends from other parties, 
crowded to Deputy - Khalil Haddadin 's office in Um Uiheina 
on Mondav evening to mark the 50th year since the estab- 
lishment of the Ba’ath Parry in Damascus at its first summit 
in 1947. The organisers were forced to hold the party in a 
private setting, said spokesman Jirius Sldanax. because all 


their requests to the government to host the event in public 
facilities such as the Professional Association Complex or 
hotels were turned down. But neither that nor the unsea- 
sonally cold temperatures stopped the large turnout at Dr. 
Haddadin 's office. Die JBASP. which was officially estab- 
lished as a political party in Jordan in early 1993. awarded , 
posthumously, about 66 individuals who were pioneers in 
the early days of the parry; The one person to be awarded 
who is the oldest living member of the party was Amin 
Shukair, who attended that first Damascus summit 50 years 
ago. According to Mr. Mdanat. the JBASP claims more than 
1,500 members, which makes it the second largest political 
party in Jordan after the Islamic Action Front. The parry is 
considering a list of candidates for the next general elec- 
tions which could include Dr. Hosni Shiyab of Irbid, Yousef 
Nimri of Husn, and Kamal Fakhouri of Salt. Die re is little 
doubt that the party will once again field its one elected 
deputy ; Dr. Haddadin of Amman's Third District, but in 
Karalc, names are still being floated and it could turn out 
that two JBASP candidates are fielded. 

*«** 

AHEAD OF FREEDOM DAY: Two senior South 

African foreign affairs officials were in Jordan last week 
after attending a meeting in Bahrain of all the heads of the 
republics ‘s missions, which was attended by Ambassador to 
Jordan Henry De Bruyn. Malcolm Ferguson, chief direc- 
tor-Middle East for the Department of Foreign Affairs, and 
John Sunde, director-Middle East/Levant, took advantage of 
being in the region to extend their travels to Jordan and the 
West Bank. Time permitting . they also hoped to meet with 
officials in Tel Aviv. While in Jordan, the diplomats met with 
former Minister of Information and former Ambassador to 
Israel Marwan Muasher. Minister of Trade. Industry and 
Supply Haiti Mulki, Amman Chamber of Industry President 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan , Arab Bank Chairman Khaled 
Shoman, Royal Scientific Society Acting President Said 
Alloush, Ministry of Foreign Affairs Secretary General 
Ibrahim Naghawi, Colonel Omar Khalidi of the Special 
Forces f for first stage familiarisation ), sociologist Sari 
Nasser, and former Director of the Royal Cultural Centre 
lyad Qattan. Mr. Ferguson served twice in his country's 
mission to Israel, first as a junior officer, then as ambas- 
sador in his last foreign posting from 1990 through 1993. 
He returned to Pretoria to head the Middle East section. 
-Mr. Sunde was high xemmissioner-of -South Africa's mission- 
in Port Louis, Mauritius. 

**** 

PRESIDENTIAL ATTENDANCE: The Arab World and 
Europe was the more focused objective of another interna- 
tional meeting. Amman Private University President Amin 
Mahmoud and Hashimiyeh University President 
Mohammad Hamdan were in the Gulf where they attended 
a meeting of the Arab European Cooperation Conference in 
Dubai The conference was co-hosted by the Union of 
Specialised Arab Institutions, the Arab League, the 
European Union and the Coalition of Parliaments for Euro- 
Arab Cooperation. The tail-order aim of the conference is 
to identify valuable and viable areas of cooperation between 
the Arab World and Europe. 

*«*# 

CHURCH MATTERS: The Christian community in 

Jordan made the news twice this week. First Roman 
Catholic (Latin) Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah was 
in Baghdad to attend the opening of a home for senior citi- 
zens. While he was there, the patriarch joined Patriarch of 
Iraq Rafael Bedawed and other members of the Iraqi 
Catholic community and paid a courtesy visit to Uday 
Hussein, the son of Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. The 
younger Hussein is recuperating from wounds sustained in 
an assassination attempt last December. The other news 
makers are the newly elected administrative council of the 
Roman Catholic Charity. They are George Yousef Najjar as 
chairman, Michel Mitri Saliba as vice chairman, George 
AnisAbu Zeid as treasurer, Nabil George Shaaban as secre- 
tary ; and Marianne Jad Makdah. George Eli Khoury. Suhail 
Tawfiq Marrar and Naditn Hanna Gharghour as members. 
Alternate council members are Ibrahim Hattar. Hani 
Makdah and Souad Nader Salhoub. 

**** 

SEEKING A SAFE HAVEN: One of the Jordan 

Environment Society's ( JES ) 20 branches in the Kingdom 
held elections for a new administrative committee which 
will hold the fort for the next two years. The Fuhais branch, 
whose biggest concern can safely be said to be various 
sources of pollution from the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company, re-elected medical doctor Fakhri Smayrat as 
president, and elected Jamal Hattar, an engineer as vice 
president, Elaine Smayrat, a professional secretary : as sec- 
retary. and Muwaffaq Sami Ziadat. also an engineer, as 
treasurer. Other members elected to the committee were 
Kamal Maddaeen. Tariq Manayzel and Zlad Adeeb Sweiss. 
The JES. established in 1988, has 4,000 members , six com- 
missions, and 73 organisations. Although a good portion of 
the JES's efforts are targeted at public awareness. Dr. 



The Danish royal couple Queen Margrethe II and Prince Henrik, and their sons Crown Prince Frederik 
(right) and Prince Joachim (photo by Klaus Moller) 


Smayrat sees the role of branches as extending further into 
the communities to work Towards solutions to environmental 
problems. Jit says the JES branch has suggestions for 
immediate and long-term solutions to these problems that 
would be acceptable to all concerned. Huts, that is the 
objective of the new administrative committee and the mem- 
bers of the Fuhais branch over rite next two years. "Our 
concern is to live in a safe envinmment. not shut down rite 
factory. ” Dr. Smayrat said. 

**** 

,4 MAN OF WORDS: Die U.S.-based Oriental Culture 
Society came to Amman to present renowned writer ami 
intellectual Rox Bin Zaid A l L’zizi the Nakhluh Bad r Award 
for literary excellence. The honours were bestowed on Mr. 
Al Uzizi of Madaba by the society's chairman Badr Nakhluh 
at the Marriott Hotel. Since the award was first presented 
in 1994, 14 Arab writers have been recipients. The awards 
ceremonies have always taken place in the U.S.. but for Mr. 
A I Uzizi. who is in his 80s. the society came to Jordan. 
Future awards from the society are planned, including 
scholarships to excelling students who want to pursue their 
education in journalism in the U.S. The society also plans 
to publish Arabic literature. 

at?** 

OFF TO SEE THE QUEEN: A delegation of journal- 
ists from the country's major local papers and Jordan 
Television arc in Denmark at the invitation of the Danish 
government to meet Queen Margrethe II and senior officials 
in advance of the visit to Copenhagen of Their Majesties 
King Hussein and Queen Noor scheduled for later this 
month. On the press team are Al Aswaq EJitnr-in-Chief 
Mustafa Abu Libdeh. Jordan News Agency. Petra, editor 
Tariq Khoury; Al Dustoitr reporter Nayef Mitheisen. Jordan 
Television reporter Paul Hijazin. Al Ra'i reporter Majed 
Jabara ami Jordan Times editor lea Wahbt'h. 

***« 

AN HONEST DAY T S WORK: Hashem Ltttfi. a driver 
for the Maun Government Hospital was honotnvd by Public 
Security Department Chief Nassouh Moheiddin for his 
exemplary honesty and dedication To his profession. Mr. 
Lutfi was called to the scene of a fatal car collision near the 
Wadi Musa triangle to rush a victim to the hospital. 
Tragically the victim died before arriving at the facility. A 
large sum of Saudi currency, which Mr. Lutfi found on the 
victim’s person, was handed over to hospital administrators 
who look care of giving it over to the victims family. 
Occurrences of misplaced wallets often containing large 
amounts of cash and important documents are common- 
place in Jordan s travel industry, us in any country, and dri- 
vers and flight attendants are usually the ones to discover 
them and return them to their owners or to the appropriate 


authorities. 

♦sms 

CHAIN, CHAIN, CHAIN. . .CHAIN OF FOODS: 
Picking up on the American food court concept, some enrn'- 
preneurs are opening just that son of multi-eatery estab- 
lishment in Abdoun Circle. The facility will operate on two 
floors: first n ill be a \clf- service and patio facility with seat- 
ing for up to 200. and second floor will be full semce with 
the same menus. We cun tell you that the court plans to have 
Blimpie. Dunkin' Donuts. Everything Yogurt. G ret el's 
Pretzels, and Bananas Ultimate Juice Bar. Opening is 
planned soon, say the managers. And. a recent advertise- 
ment published in English in A I Ra 7 Arabic daily announc- 
ing job vacancies at Ata A! is new pastry chain Planet 
Doimis applies /«» the two existing establishments in 
Sweitiych and Abdoun. But. business must be doing rather 
well because proprietor Ibrahim Ala Ali says the food estab- 
lishment is searching for yet a third location for their Planet 
Donuts. 

0.\ THE ROAD AGAIN: Jordanian cyclist Ali Nassau 
Etonm will he off and pedalling again /ii«r that he has 
obtained another visitor's visa to the United States. Mr. 
Etonm. has rycied through 28 countries in Europe and the 
Middle East. He was in the U.S. oiu e befoiv in /W.f and 
CWH met His Majesty King Hussein then • while the King 
was on a visit. Mr. Etonm s plan is to tell people about 
Jordan and hand out literature about the Kingd ( >ni. Happv 
r rails nt you. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Not long after the J.T. /irti ft/ from 
HRH Cro\\n Prince Hassan ’s Press Secretary Abdul Saiam 
Turawnch in a letter to the editor stating that he was nu ist 
definitely not running for Parliament as uv quoted A! 
Mithaq as reporting, new Al Arab Al Yom Editor in Chief 
Tareq Masurwch urok- to Al Mitiuiq directly denying his 
intention to place his name on the polls as well. Mr. 
Masamch said: ”/ iuj\e read in your paper s second issue 
that I Mill run for parliament elections in Madaba 
Gove morale which is a news / have never heart} of. 
Madaiht is my home f. urn where my father, mother, bn niters, 
sisters, and Kama I Masanveh aiv laid, but / live in S wei/eh. 
Kama licit urea and I will vine forms friend Paris Nahnlsi.. 

I do not think of Madaba ax a farm ora t * •unity estate which 
l return to during parliamentary elections, bur Madaba has 
its inm candidates who arc more eligible and qualified than 
me. And I don / think that it is good for me to nut for elec- 
tion i\ it hour being asked to do so by at least someone. 


Jennifer Hamarneh 


‘Patriotic’ computer games hope to win over China’s youth 
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By H. Asher Bolande 
Agence France Presse 

BEIJING — A. Chinese 
software maker will begin 
releasing educational com- 
puter games with "patriotic” 
themes next month, hoping 
to break the stranglehold of 
foreign games on the coun- 
try's youth. 

Unlike foreign-made 
games — which take up 9 1 
per cent of the Chinese mar- 
ket — the CD-ROM titles 
under development at 
Qinghua University’s Opti- 


cal Memory National En- 
gineering Research Centre 
aim to teach young people 
about their history while 
they play, said the centre's 
deputy director, Lu Da. 

The first, “Opium War” 
allows players to re-live the 
1840-42 conflict that even- 
tually forced China to cede 
Hong Kong to Britain. 

Scheduled for release next 
month, it features the slick 
video, action and musical 
accompaniment one might 
expect from Western or 
Japanese counterparts. 


Three-dimensional war 
maps — complete with 
British warships bombard- 
ing fortified Chinese ports 
— epic movie-battle foo- 
tage and colourful scenes 
within Beijing’s Imperial 
Palace take the computer 
screen in turns. 

The player, as a Qing- 
dynasty official, must peti- 
tion the emperor for funds, 
commission warships and 
soldiers, recruit generals 
and deploy them in hopes of 
staving off the European 
onslaught. 


Guiding journalists 
through a naval battle scene 
where numerous Chinese 
war junks end up in flames, 
games department manager 
Yang Nanzheng admitted 
that the game’s emphasis on 
historical realism makes it 
something of a challenge. 

“It’s possible to win, but 
very, very difficult,” he said. 

"That’s the way history 
was, so that's the way we 
tried to do it.” 

Working in the centre’s 
labs is a mix of software 
engineers, graphic artists 


and students, Lu said. 

One woman could be seen 
using a mouse to "paint” the 
finishing touches onto com- 
puterised architectural sce- 
nery and Chinese costumed 
figures to appear in "Opium 
War.” 

The imminence of Hong 
Kong's July 1 return to 
Chinese sovereignty gave 
the game some impetus, he 
said, but it is also pan of a 
philosophical shift in the 
centre’s software develop- 
ment. 

Its first CD-ROM game. 


“Magic Eagle.” an airplane 
combat game, was a hit 
when released in 1994. but 
many students and young 
people asked why a Chinese 
company would make such 
a game with such a foreign 
name and style, he said. 

“So then we began to 
think about creating games 
with more consciousness of 
the i historical) background, 
so as to support education, " 
he said- 

OLher titles scheduled for 
release later in the year 
include a game about the 


Communist troops' historic 
1934-36 Long March, dur- 
ing China's civil war. 

“August 1 Fighting Eagle" 
looks at the 1950-53 Kore:in 
War through the eyes of 
pilots in a famous Chinese 
jet-fighter squadron whose 
members battled with U.S. 
aircraft. 

All three games — target- 
ed at ages 1 3 and up — will 
sell for around 100 yuan 
tSl2>. because any higher 
price would simply cause 
sales to be decimated by 
cheap illegal copies. Lu 


said. 

"Many of our past titles 
have been hit by piracy." he 
said, waving a hand towards 
a poster advertising interac- 
tive educational, reference 
and travel software the cen- 
tre’ also produces. 

Profits from software 
sales, which are h;mdled bv 
an affiliated company, are 
pumped back into the centre 
to promote further software 
development, he said. 
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The Internet saga 


By Jean-CIaude Elias 


THIS IS NOT the first Chip Talk on Internet and some- 
thing's telling me that it's not the last. Indeed rarely a 
topic of information technology and personal computers 
has received so much coverage in the media or has caught 
the interest of PC users worldwide to such an extent. 

For those who are alien to planet Earth: Internet, also 
called the Web or World Wide Web (WWW), is a network 
of computers, covering the world. Any computer fined 
with a small electronic device called modem and connect- 
ed to a regular telephone line can access the Web, provid- 
ed the user has taken :i subscription to it, of course. 

Once connected what can you do? First you can use the 
electronic mail system rhar lets you send and receive mes- 
sages or computer files through your own electronic 
“P.O.Box" — each person is assigned a user name in a for- 
mat that looks like: “jeanc I uade@nets.com jo” for exam- 
ple. To send an E-mail message to an electronic address 
you do not even have to know where in the world it is 
located, you just add the word “Internet” to the address 
and the Web takes care of the rest. E-mail is fast, practi- 
cally instant, reliable, easy to use and inexpensive. 

However. E-mail is but a subset of the Web. What com- 
puter lovers are enjoying more than anything else is to 
browse through the Internet Sites, or to surf on the Web as 
it is trendy to say. A Web Site is a virtual place on Internet 
where one can find information of any kind. Many com- 
panies. corporations, universities, major publications and 
large organisations now have their site. They put at your 
fingertips an enormous amount of inforjnation that is pre- 
sented in an attractive, colourful way and that is constant- 
ly updated. Information you find in a site can be linked to 
other sites via a technique called hypertext. Say you are 
exploring the site of “Raindrop University." by clicking 
with the mouse on the word “chemistry" that you are read- 
ing. the system will take you to other sites who also dis- 
play such a word. Naturally the search through such a vast 
network can become complex. Companies like “Yahoo" 
are providing users with powerful, practical software tools 
to help them explore the Web in a friendly manner and 
also to reach sites without even knowing their address, by 



knowing only the topic they are interested in. 

Information you get from the Web is not only made of 
text, still images and colours. Provided your PC is fitted 
with the right software and hardware options, you can 
enjoy on-line music and video too. 

Another attractive feature of the WWW is the possibili- 
ty we have to update data available to us on CD-ROMs. 
Consider Microsoft Cinemania for instance, the encyclo- 
pedia of the moviegoer. Even by acquiring the yearly edi- 
tion of the CD you may need updates on a more frequent 
basis, which you can do over the Internet, precisely. There 
is even an automatic function in the CD itself that launch- 
es the Internet connection, goes directly to Cinemania 
Web site automatically and lets you browse information 
that is updated every month. What more can one ask for. 

Not everything on the Web is perfect. A very interesting 
note from the editor Cinemania reads: “The Internet is an 
enoimous and rather daunting morass of information, but 
much of it is unverified and untrustworthy.” I can’t but 
agree. But it's like real life, one must be able to pick up 
what’s good only. It’s a whole educational process this 
generation of PC users has to go through. 

Currently, one hour of Web surfing in Jordan costs an 
average of four dinars and the transmission speed of 
modems isn’t very fast. All users are waiting for better 
days, hoping that rates will drop and communication 
speeds will increase. The Internet may then become avail- 
able in every office and every home. Stay tuned. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 
WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, April 10, 1997 


Monday, April 14, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Ovide & The Gang (Cartoon) 

Raw Toonage (Cartoon) 

Curiosity Show 

They Came From Outer Space 

N.B.A. Basketball 

Out Of This World 

French Programmes 

News Headlines 

Parenthood 

Cinema. Cinema. Cinema 
The American Chan Show 
Kung Fu — The Legend Continues 
News In English 
Feature Film 

In The Line Of Duty — Smoke Jumpers 
Starring: Adam Baldwin & Lindsay Frost 
Taratata 


Friday, April 11, 1997 


Holy Koran 
The Mask (Cartoon) 

Flintstones (Cartoon) 

See How They Grow 
The Winners 
Science Encyclopedia 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 

America's Funniest Home Videos 
The Health Show 
Huwkeye 
Frontline I Doc.) 

News In English 
Feature Film 
Stark -Mirror Image 

Starring: Nicolas Surovy & Kirstie Alley 


Holy Koran 

Captain Planet (‘Cartoon) 
Flintstones (Cartoon) 

French Programmes 
Nature’s Inventions (Doc.) 

Deep Water Haven 
Ocean Girl 

Extra Dimensions (Doc.) 

French Programmes 
News Headlines 

One Foot In The Grave (Comedy) 
Secrets Of Science iDoc.) 

Murder She Wrote 
Highlander 
News In English 
Under Suspicion 
Middle March 


Tuesday, April 15, 1997 


Saturday, April 12, 1997 


Holy Koran 

Adventures Of Mickey & Donald 
Moomin (Cartoon) 

French Programmes 
Gillette t Sports) 

Innovations (Doc.) 

Tilt 23.5 
Blue Heelers 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 

Hanging' with Mr. Cooper (Comedy) 
Magazine Zero One 
Prism (Local Talk Show) 

TimeTrax (Science Fiction) 

News In English 
MacGyver 
Feurure Film 
Cast A Deadly Spell 
Starring: Fred Ward & Juliane Moore 


Holy Koran 
Budgie (Cartoon) 

Grimmey (Cartoon) 

French Programmes 

Super Sport Follies 

Dog House (Children Drama) 

Preserving For The Faste Of It (Doc.) 

The Album Show 

French Programmes 

News Headlines 

The Office (Comedy) 

Tilt 

Encounter (Local Talk Show) 

Nature of Things 
News In English 
Snowy River 
Mission Impossible 


Wednesday, April 16, 1997 


Sunday, April 13, 1997 


Holy Koran 
Jonnv Quest (Cartoon) 

Problem Child (Cartoon) 

French Programmes 
The Global Family (Doc.) 

Energy Express (Progammes For Children) 
Our World. Their World (Doc.) 

Clear Water-Big Fish 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 

Fresh Prince Of Bel-Air (Comedy) 

World Echo (Doc). 

Side Effects (Medical Drama) 

New Doc. (Nautilus) 

News In English 
Hot Shots 
Sisters 


Holy Koran 
Flintstones 

Adventures On Rainbow Pond 
French Programmes 
America's Funniest People 
Escape From Jupiter 
Challenge (Doc.) 

Bordertown 
French Programmes 
News Headlines 
Grace Under Fire (Doc.) 
Soldier’s Diary 

Challenges (Local Talk Show) 
Spencer For Hire 
News In English 
Cobra 

Hart To Hart 
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Confronting the facts 


• •• 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


IT HAS FINALLY been proved: Bad 
news can damage your health. 
According to a recent scientific study 
into the effects of TV news reports and 
newspaper coverage, gloomy news can 
be bad for your emotional health. 

The survey confirms that broadcasts of 
reports of famine, violence, poverty, and 
crime leave viewers and readers consid- 
erably more depressed than do the hap- 
pier stories of w inn ere and miracles. 

But what kind of story is ours? 

To start with, we have to graciously 
thank the Mayor of Amman for coming 
out in public confirming whafcwe had all 
long since known: Drug dealing goes on 
at Abdoun's circle, and right under the 
watchful eye of many people. 

His honesty is most welcome at a time 
when evading the truth and being dis- 
honest is the way many people have 
chosen. 

Now, we can either ignore his revela- 
tions, just like many of our writers, ana- 
lysts. columnist, social workers, and 
politicians have irresponsibly done, and 
that at their own peril, or we too can 
speak our forcefully about this whole 
affair and demand that something be 
done about it And while we’re at it, we 
can also wonder whether giving out 
speeding tickets to drivers driving in 
Abdoun at 60 rather than 55 km/h is 
more important than controlling the dis- 
tribution of banned substances in that 
same area. Is it? 

Reality confirms that this is just one 
typical case of how our priorities are all 
messed up. They are truly messed up 
when we begin to believe that a city like 



Amman needs an Arab Disney located 
near it at a time when everything inside 
and outside Amman already feels like a 
part of Disney World: The mess, the 
anarchy, the diversity, the lying, the 
cheating, the wealth, the poverty, the 
misery, the fairy tales, the restaurants, 
the deceit the chauvinism, etc... 

Again, we may not even need a Hard 
Rock Cafe, nor a Planet Hollywood, but 
if they can bring us closer to the West in 
which some people amongst us think 
they already live, aided by discarding 
every single Jordanian ethic, custom, 
and tradition, then by all means, let us 
welcome them into our midst. 

For once money is to be made out of 
such places — and straight into already 
full pockets — by catering for tourists, 
most hypocrites will aigue that there can 
be no harm in having them. Even in 
quiet residential areas that were sup- 
posed to have been exclusively residen- 
tial. 

Again, why would anyone contem- 
plate that Jordan would need to built a 
bullet train service to link Amman with 
Beirut and Jeddah, at a time when it 
remains an arduous task to travel from 
one part to another inside Jordan itself. 
Shouldn’t this be sorted out first? At the 
end of the day, and given our present 
predicaments, shouldn't we be catering 
for the needs of every single one of us 
rather than for the needs of tourists and 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


Mohammad A. Shuqair 


STRANGE BELIEFS 


(B) NAME THE TOWN 


• THE MOMENT a person begins to yawn, he/she puts 
his/her hand-in front of his/her mouth to prevent the devil 
from coming into his/her mouth. 

If he/she was given the chance to make a sign of the 
Cross three times before yawning, it would be unnecessary 
to dose the mouth as the Cross sign is considered to be the 
best closure against the devil. 

• HE WHO wants to kill lust, he ought to carry a heart of 
a turtle-dove in a bag made of a wolf’s skin. 

If a tuitle-dovejs leg has been hung on a tree, the tree 
would give no fruit. 

In case the turtle-dove’s eggs have been mixed with that 
of the hen’s, the hed's eggs would produce cocks provided 
that the hen should lay on all of these eggs. 

• SHOULD a lover, on St. John’s night, stretch under the 
elm-tree and listen to the nightingale’s chant, he comes to 
believe that his love would be rewarded. 
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LET’S CHAT IN ARABIC 


** I should like to buy a good watch of moderate price. 
Awad an ashtaree sa’atan jayyedah besi'ren mu’taddle. 
** I’d like it water-proof, dust-proof, shock-proof and 
anti-magnetic. 

Ofaddil an takoon maane’a lil-maa, waJ-ghuhar, was- 
sadamat, wal-mighantissiyah. 

** Is it guaranteed? 

Hal heya raadmoonah? 

** I warrant it for two years. 

Admanoha sanatayn. 

** How much is it? 

Kam qeeraatoha? 

** Twenty Jordanian dinars. 

Ishroon dinar an ordooiyan. 

** It's very expensive. 

Inn aha ghaliyah jiddan. 

** By the way, I wish to have my old watch repaired. 
Bil-munasabah. innani arghab islah sa'atil qadeemah. 

** The main spring is broken. 

Az-zunbarak ar-ra’eesi maksoor. 

** If you call again after three days, you'll find it ready. 
Iza hadart raarraran thaniya ba'da thalatfaet ay yam. sawfa 
tajidoha jahiza. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


1. What does each of these verbs mean ? rack. reck, rick, 
rock. ruck. 

2. What is tombola? 

3. What is the difference between: teehee - teepee; lump 

- sump? r r 

4. Give one word for: 

a) to absorb again b) to make bold c ) a stack of coins 
rolled up m paper. 

5. The liver of lobster which turns green when boiled is 

called what? 


PUZZLES 


l A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER: 


JOKES 



on thither 0 ? y ° U ^ y ° Ur Car red on one side b,ue 
“Well, I may be exposed to an accident. Here the wit- 
nes^s give contradicting reports. If suspicion arises, the 
traffic court will certainly acquit me!” 


V.V 


si '^J, 0L ^ IST , we , nt >°» zoo. To his surprise, he caught 
sight of a bear standing beside a sheep & 

“What’s that?” he asked. 

-That's an example of Peacefiil Co-existence " 

It s so wonderful, indeed 1 ” 

for^s p U «' We alWayS k “ P “ new sh «P in ** “8* 


smoMne^rinkme'f-nf? 31 he i r,a,lcc shou,d ^tain from 

^ur of^nighf^ “ d COminS b “ k h ™= - « 

—■ as ? d ™ 


. ---- - «« me pan or me fiance she -u 

someflnng else I'd like you to abandon 

foraUT W deClded t0 ™"ying j 


you once and 


* * * * 


Puzzle answers on Weekender pave D 


Aft® 


the rich? 

Reality dictates that we deal with 
those people in our country who have 
come to believe that they do not actual- 
ly live here, but have done so well to 
create their own imaginary world in and 
around Western Amman. 

We want to talk about those people, 
and the others whose officially sanc- 
tioned smuggling in the Jordanian 
deserts is tantamount to blackmail and 
holding the entire country’s develop- 
ment and resources to ransom. 

If there are scores to be settled, then 
this should be done promptly so that the 
rest of us can get on with our lives. 
Lesson number one being that before we 
even attempt to look towards what is on 
the outside, we should rather be busy 
fixing what is wrong on the inside. 

To sum up, in a most polite manner, 
our priorities seem to be terribly . 
screwed up to say the least. Our thinking w 
seems to be terribly focused on what we 
would like to have rather than on what 
we need to have. The way forward is to 
realise that we cannot continue to. pla- 
cate those people who stubbornly use 
their privileges to further their own 
interests. This is a problem that we our- 
selves have to take care of. Nobody else 
is going lo do it for us. And this is why 
we~ should not expect others to help us 
when we are not willing to help our- 
selves. For in all honesty, we have thus 
far only managed to chicken out evety- 
time things got rough. 

This is the right time for change. And 
if our elders cannot sincerely face up to 
the truth about their time, can the 
younger generation be blamed for walk- 
ing away from it all? 
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Country music rallies to challenge of alternative country, sales dip 


By Jim Patterson 
The Associated Press 

NASHVILLE, Tennessee — Something won- 
derful has happened to the country-music indus- 
uy: Sales have slipped. 

Record-company bean counters aren’t happy, 
bur music fans could end up big winners when 
they hear the exciting new music coming then- 
way in 1997. Talent executives who've been 
playing it safe for years with young fand some- 
times forgettable) clones of George Strait. Garth 
Brooks and Reba McEntire are taking some 
chances. 

There are even signs that radio programmers, 
notorious for their conservatism, may be willing 
to give edgier, unique artists a chance. 

-It seems like most of the labels are kind of 
looking for someone different," said Jim 

Lauderdale, a talented and veteran songwriter 
who is recording a new CD for RCA records. 

“You know their token different acts,” he said. 
“In the rocky event that one of them catches on. 


they want to be there, ready .” 

Lauderdale recorded Planet Of Love for 
reprise in 1991. It was an influential failure, 
with eight of its 10 songs subsequently recorded 
by others. A hard-country album he recorded for 
Sony was shelved, and a pop deal with Atlantic 
didn't work out either. 

The industry- verdict: Lauderdale was too lefx- 
of-centre. He moved to minor-league upstart 
records for "persimmons” Iasi year. That album 
was embraced in the alternative country market, 
a niche of country-rock bands who are finding 
an audience without Nashville's help. 

“I do think there’s a really strong, solid dislike 
for most of the mainstream stuff coming out of 
Nashville these days.” said Peter Blackstock, 
editor of No Depression magazine, which cov- 
ers alternative country music. 

“Most of the acts that are on the top of the 
charts are not artists who most of our readership 
considers very creative musically." 

Of course, millions of mainstream country 
fans disagree. Country' music quadrupled its 


sales from 1988-95, in the wake of Garth 
Brooks' rise to superstar. But sales slipped by 10 
per cent to 12 per cent in 1996, according to the 
Recording Industry Association of America, 
i That's enough of a dip for executives such as 
Joe Galante ai RCA Nashville be take stock. 
Galante is betting on break-the-mold artists like 
Lauderdale. Sara Evans, Ray Vega, and the rein- 
vigorated Kentucky Headhunters to spark some 
enthusiasm in listeners, and maybe even win 
over some of those No Depression readers. 

“I think we have become so focused on the 
song and not on the singer thar we forget that 
anybody can sing the song but not every body is 
a star" Galante said. 

“We have gotten in a situation where we can 
have a song and it can sell a bunch of records 
and then we mistake that for being a star and this 
format only grows when it has lots of bright 
stars. 

“If Reba McEntire gets up on stage she can 
sing for 42 days. Alabama can do the same 
thing. ... Then you come across other people and 


you gofiilly Ray Cyrus, Achy Brcaky Heart and 
that's iL He has done well in this business, but 
standing the test of time is what we're supposed 
to be paid for." 

Country music decjays were cautiously sup- 
portive of alternative country at a recent 
Nashville convention. If they follow through, 
any of the RCA acts could break through in 
1997. Other labels arc also trying to launch 
unique artists on the airwaves, such as gritty 
singers Jack Ingram ( Rising Tidei. Bob 
Woodruff (Imprint i, and Neal Colj < Mercury ». 
Any of the three could become the John 
Mellencamp of country music if they start scor- 
ing hits. 

The group big house (MCAi puts an insistent 
R and B backbeat on most of its songs, and has 
flirted with the label “Funkin'." Sara Evans, a 
former prodigy from Missouri, has a stunning 
debut ready. Three Chords And The Truth, heav - 
ily influenced by Patsy Cline and Loretta Lvnn, 
will be released in May. 

The Kentucky Headhunters are trying now to 


get airplay for their rocking remake of Marty 
Robbins Sincin' The Blues. Ray Vega has had a 
fine CD in the dramatic Roy Orbison-Genc 
Pitney tradition out since last year, but has yet to 
score a hit, 

Kim Richey, who co-wrote the Trisha 
Yeanvood hit Believe Me Baby (I Lied) has just 
released a great >econd CD out on Mercury. 
Lauderdale promises a Bakersfield- Buck Owens 
sound for his upcoming RCA CD. 

Will am of them break through and make 
country music interesting again? 

“Whoever would have predicted 20 years ago 

that country music would be as huge as it is 

now ?" Lauderdale said. "Who would’ve predict- 
ed that there would be country bands that would 
be huge? 

"And then who would have predicted a few 
years ago that women in country music 
would’ve taken off. because in the past ... they 
were at the bottom of the totem pole and now 
they're kind of leading the pack. 

"We'll just have to see." 



Models present evening dresses from the collection of French fashion designer 
Pierre B almain in Tunisia. Proceeds from the fashion show will go to the National 
Solidarity Fund promoted by Tunisian President Zine Al-Abidine Ben Ali to aid 
the poor (Reuters photo) 



Censors accused of cashing in 

on video piracy 


Video libraries have sprung up across Kenya, providing entertain- 
ment and jobs for thousands of people. But many of the tapes 
have been pirated; a practice that is damaging business and earn- 
ing the country a bad reputation 


By Stephen Mwangi 
in Nairobi and 
Robert Otani in Kistimn 

THE KENYAN government has 
been urged to take tougher action 
to tackle video piracy, which is 
said to be destroying the country's 
film industry and cheating legiti- 
mate businesses. 

The Information Ministry' has 
been accused of turning a blind eye 
to video-cassette bootlegging as it 
boosts its own revenues through 
the sale of censorship permits. 

Critics of government inaction 
include a Kenyan cinema execu- 
tive, Anil Kapila, while the United 
States embassy and a South 
African -owned Nairobi-based tele- 
vision channel have expressed 
alarm at the scale of the piracy. 

The Multi-Choice channel has 
warned the rapidly-growing num- 
ber of video libraries: 'it’s illegal 
to Offer for borrowing any cas- 
settes dubbed from our channel. 
From now on. we’ll take legal 
action against any library doing 
this” 

The Information Ministry main- 
tains that it reminds video libraries 
that they must not deal in pirated 
materia] and must offer only cas- 
settes cleared by the ministry’s 
censorship board, for which a fee 
is charged. 

Under-Secretary James Ndegwa 
says the ministry collects 1.4 mil- 
lion Kenya shillings a week from 
25,000 cassettes in Nairobi alone. 
He says the aim is to protect 
Kenyans from immoral and exces- 
sively- violent films: “Our action is 
in the best interests of the general 
public and it deserves their sup- 
port.” 

But some critics accuse the min- 


istry of being more interested in 
earing revenue — from selling the 
censorship-clearance stickers that 
are attached to videos — than in 
halting bootlegging. 

A Nairobi lawyer. Stephen 
Mwenesi. says: "By allowing cen- 
sorship stickers on products known 
to have been acquired illegally, the 
government could be seen to be 
condoning violation of the copy- 
right law and the other conventions 
to which Kenya is a signatory ” 

Cinema chief Kapila, general 
manager for Fox Theatres, agrees. 
He says the ministry is only con- 
cerned with making money 
through selling stickers, "even 
when the action clearly encourages 
acts of copyright violation." 
Anyone seeking censorship clear- 
nance. he says, should first show a 
certificate proving the cassettes are 
genuine. 

Production companies recoup 
their costs by screening their films 
in cinemas and then, three to six 
months later, releasing the film on 
video, says Kapila. ‘Today, how- 
ever, it has become common to see 
pirated copies within a couple of 
weeks of newly-released movies 
from Hollywood. 

"My corporation has protested to 
the Information Minisoy' and to the 
major film suppliers in London. 
Overseas film distributors have 
refused to offer home video rights 
in the Kenyan market until the 


piracy issue is resolved.” 

Kapila believes that "some pow- 
erful individuals” in Kenya arc 
involved in the business. 

He estimates he lost $150,000 
revenue last year as a result of illic- 
it videos, and points out that the 
government is losing large 
amounts of lax. 

In addition, he says, the pirates 
are undermining the film industry. 
Producers wanting to make an 
.African movie are reluctant to 
locate in Kenya, preferring coun- 
tries such as South Africa, which 
respect copyright laws. 

A 1995 U.S. report accused 
Kenya and three other African 
countries of unfair trade practices 
and said nearly all U.S. films on 
the Kenyan video market were 
pirated copies. 

U.S. embassy official Louis 
Segesvary says Washington is still 
concerned about the enforcement 
of intellectual property rights in 
Kenya, particularly on videos. 

Many Kenyan libraries do their 
own cassette duplication, and 
Segesvary wants this to be allowed 
only under licence. He says: "A 
licence or letter of authority from 
the film producers is a requirement 
and serves as an indemnity against 
infringement." 

Some action has already been 
taken to curb the pirates. A joint 
effort by the Kenya Film 
Corporation and a company repre- 


senting the U.S. concern. Warner 
Home Video, resulted in the 
seizure of hundreds of bootleg 
tapes. But there have been no pros- 
ecutions. 

One video dealer, who declined 
to be named, said many original 
videos were brought in by airline 
staff and then copied. Bui most 
came over the border from 
Tanzania. 

Joseph Olita. who starred in a 
Him about the toppled Ugandan 
dictator Idi Amin and who now 
runs a video firm, points out that 
the video business provides 
employment to thousands of peo- 
ple. He accuses film companies of 
being unnecessarily restrictive. 
"Restriction breeds temptation " he 
says. "The policy of releasing 
video copies long after the pre- 
miere makes people in disadvan- 
taged situations long to see the pic- 
ture in any form." 

Sam Mw ale. director of the inde- 
pendent Policy Research Group, 
attributes the thriving business in 
illegal videos to their cheapness, 
the local market’s acceptance of 
low er quality, and the fear of video 
business owners that geniune tapes 
might not be relumed. 

He urges Kenya to uphold its 
international trade obligations and 
lower the duty on imported origi- 
nal videos to make them more 
competitive — Gemini News. 


Disney turns to Japanese 
cartoonist for new look 


By Nao Nakanishi 
Reuters 

TOKYO — Giant sci-fi beetles, 
b are-bottomed heroines on glid- 
ers. and a pigman aviator are not 
exactly classic Disney cartoon 
material. 

Yet Wall Disney is bankrolling 
the global release of the next car- 
toon from Hayao Miyazaki, the 
Japanese director from whose 
fertile imagination the images 
sprang. 

Miyazaki has as quirky a view 
of his new employer as some of 
his characters. 

“They are boring," Miyazaki 
said of his Disney partner’s films 
at an interview at his studio in 
suburban Tokyo. 

“Though I have friends there 
and they seem ro like my work.” 
he adds. 

Miyazaki believes that Disney 
films have lost the dignity they 
once had and do not address 
broad human issues any more. 

T despise films made purely 
for entertainment. It is not 
enough to make people laugh" 
Miyazaki said. "Like other arts ... 
film should give a glimpse into 
the world’s secrets.” 

Beating Disney Miyazaki’s last 
two films were smash hits in 
Japan. 


Cinema industry figures show 
that domestic distribution 
income from "Porco Rosso” and 
"Whisper of the heart.” surpassed 
that of Disney's “Beauty and the 
Beast” and “Pocahontas”. 

His new cartoon film. "The 
Princess Mononoke". is the first 
from Miyazaki’s studio Ghibli to 
. be distributed globally by Walt 
Disney since the two struck a 
cooperation deal last year. 

Around 100 artists are working 
to complete about 125.000 pic- 
tures for "The Princess 
Mononoke" which is planned for 
release in July. 

Miyazaki said the film might 
be his last. 

Fifteen-year project he has 
staked everything, including the 
future of himself and the studio. 
- on the two-billion Yen (S16 mil- 
- -lion) film he has been working 
on for more than 15 years. 

"I wouldn’t mind too much if 1 
cannot make films any more. I've 
lived long enough. I would love 
to retire,” said the 56-year-old 
director. 

Studio Ghibli ’s Films, at least 
technically, have the air of the 
early Walt Disney at his most 
detailed and inventive. 

In a Miyazaki cartoon, the eye 
is captured not only by the main 
action, which is often the only- 


moving part of a standard car- 
toon. but also by a group of sub- 
ploL actions and events in a pre- 
cise three-dimensional space 
around it. 

Miyazaki and his colleague 
Isao Takabatake have captured a 
strong following by attention to 
detail, colour, and movement in 
space. 

Flying pig one recurrent theme 
in a Miyazaki cartoon is aviation 
in the 1920s and 1930s. which 
provides plenty of opportunity to 
display those trails. “Porco 
Rosso", featuring an aviator with 
a human body and the head of a 
pig. is essentially a violent aerial 
ballet in cartoon. 

'in those days, planes often 
crashed and people were killed. 1 
like men and women who give up 
living an ordinary' life on earth 
and vanish in the air." said 
Miyazaki. 

Asked if he made films differ- 
ently since the cooperation with 
Walt Disney. Miyazaki said: 
“No. We can make films only our 
way. We live in Japan and we see 
things from here” 

He said the U.S. film giant had 
also accepted his way of making 
films and did not regard studio 
Ghibli as its subcontractor. 

"Disney has grasped that the 
Japanese market is different. 


They now think there might be 
some other markets that like 
films made for a Japanese audi- 
ence." he said. 

Japanese animation, which 
generally favours dark and vio- 
lent worlds as a theme, has 
already made an international 
impact. 

Films such as the post-nuclear 
fantasy "Akira" have global cult 
followings. 

Miyazaki’s themes, in compar- 
ison. are gentler. 

The new film is about the envi- 
ronmental and spiritual impact of 
human encroachment on nature. 

“‘The Princess Mononoke' is 
our attempt to confront the 
largest problem of our time” 
Miyazaki said. 

And if he can make another 
film. Miyazaki wants it to be 
about worms: tiny worms, ugly 
worms, poisonous w orms which 
fight for their existence in a 
world full of exhausts. 

“It would be wonderful if chil- 
dren didn't kill bugs after seeing 
the film,’* he said. 
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Stressed out? Try switching on your computer 

0 


By Jonathan Birt 

Reuters 

LONDON — Computerised counselling to cope with 
stress, panic attacks and insomnia could be on the way 
if a Scottish experiment proves successful. 

Clinical psychologist Jim White of the Lansdowne 
clinic in Glasgow and a team from Glasgow University 
have come up with a three-step programme aimed at 
helping people to understand a range of problems and 
even develop their own treatment. 

White told Reuters that one in five people who go to 
see their doctor have a psychological problem, but only 


around 10 per cent of these are referred on to pyscholo- 
gists. 

“GP’s don’t have the time or the training to treat them 
properly." said White, who hopes eventually to see com- 
puter-assisted treatment in every doctor’s surgery. 

The first computer therapy course goes on trial in the 
Clydebank Health Centre on the fringes of Glasgow 
later this month. White said the system had been made 
as user-friendly as possible, avoiding a keyboard or 
mouse and allowing patients to choose options by 
touching a screen. 

“The key thing is to make the programme relevant and 
easy to use. arvd 1 think that is what we have done.” 


Users will be expected to complete three forty-minute 
sessions. The first will give the computer information 
about the patient dnd the last two will give advice based 
on this. 

Patients will be presented with a series of options, 
including problems in controlling thoughts or actions, 
panic attacks, sleeping difficulties and worries about the 
future. 

They will then be given advice ranging from how to 
control breathing and physical symptoms to drinking 
less coffee. Patients will also be helped to understand 
when they are most at risk from anxiety attacks, such as 
during pre-raenstnial tension. 


White, who is speaking to a British psychological 
society conference in Edinburgh about the project on 
Saturday, admitted it remained to be seen whether peo- 
ple found the computer too impersonal. 

But he said self-help was popular with patientsr 
“ There is a growing self-help ethic and people don’t 
necessarily want to see a psychologist. White said. 

If patients in Clydebank respond well. White believes 
the technique could one day be used for a whole range 
of conditions where self-help can play a big part, 
including depression. 



NY research finds potential 
breast cancer trigger 


* Direct dose could 
save cancer lives 9 

LONDON (R) — Feeding anti -cancer drugs directly into 
the liver after surgery for bowel cancer could save up to 
10.000 lives a year world- wide, British scientists said on 
Tuesday. 

Scientists at the Imperial Cancer Research fund checked 
the cases of 4,000 bowel cancer patients in 10 different 
studies looking at portal vein infusion (PVT) — when cyto- 
toxic cancer drugs are infused directly into the liver. 

Cancers often spread through the body, even after 
surgery, and the liver is a prime site for the start of the 
spread. 

“None of these studies could do so on their own, but 
when we put all the results together it looked as if PVI 
could improve survival by about five per cent,” said 
Richard Gray, one of the group’s organisers. 

He said bowel cancer is so common, and so deadly, that 
even five per cent could translate into a lot of lives. Bowel 
cancer is the second-biggest cause of cancer deaths in 
Britain and is widespread in Western industrialised coun- 
tries. 


By Grant McCool 
Reuters 

NEW YORK — 
Researchers have found an 
abnormality in human cells 
believed to trigger breast 
cancer, a discovery that 
could lead to changes in the 
way the disease is treated, 
scientists said Tuesday. 

Researcher Craig Malbon 
of the State University of 
New York at Stony Brook, 
said in an interview that the 
discovery of a cell “switch” 
that is “on" in breast cancer 
would have an impact on the 
largest group of patients 
who have the disease. 

“In terms of much of the 
research we've had on 
breast cancer that involves 
hereditary breast cancer, 
which is about 5 per cent of 
the total, we're looking at 
the pool here that represents 
the vast majority of sporadic 
cancer." said Malbon. vice 
dean of Stony Brook's 
University medical centre. 

In 2-1/2 years of examin- 
ing tissue specimens from 
25 women, the Stony Brook 
researchers 1 found dlaf 1 in' 
breast cancer patients, can- 
cerous cells in the tissue 
have five to 20 times the 
amount of mitogen-activat- 
ed protein kinase (map 
kinase) found in normal 


breast tissue cells. 

Mitogen is what activates 
cells and stimulates them to 
grow and to proliferate, 
likely causing breast cancer, 
Malbon said. The high lev- 
els of the protein may be 
treatable by crafting a mole- 
cule to turn off die map 
kinase signal and delivering 
it to the cancerous cell, 
researchers said. 

The treatment, called anti- 
sense oligonucleotide thera- 
peutics. is in clinical trials 
for treatment of other 
human diseases. 

The finding, a collabora- 
tion between a surgeon, a 
molecular biologist. a 
pathologist and a bio- 
chemist was published in 
April's issue of the Journal 
for Clinical Investigation. 

The researchers applied a 
technique that has not been 
used much in breast cancer 
that enabled them to see 
multiple sections through 
the lymph nodes and 
observe that map kinase is 
hyperactive. Metastic cells 
in the lymph nodes are diffi- 
cult to see pathologically, 
especially ifihere are only 
one or two. 

A researcher at the 
American Cancer Society, 
one of several groups that 
financially supported the 
Stony Brook study, said the 


technique would be valu- 
able in determining whether 
a woman's tumour has the 
potential to be metastic. 

“Quite a few of these are 
missed by • the pathologist 
when the lymph nodes are 
examined.” said Dr. Dawn 
Willis, director of research 
communications at the 
American Cancer Society. 
“They think they have got it 


contained, they got the 
tumour out when many 
times this is not the case and 
she will relapse.” 

Dr! Willis said it was too 
early to determine whether 
tiie knowledge that this pro- 
tein is involved in breast 
cancer would lead to pre- 
ventive or diagnostic mea- 
sures in the future. 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


BACK AND FORTH 
By Harold B. Counts 


ACROSS 
1 Control knoto 

6 HurtiGngni 

10 Coir* ifwmdoi} 

lOtUKCO 

u ASSJ urfl 
'9 Vo) TOW mnlipj 
» Mu.mcTTV 
Tl 

-X' Cam o' GftMl 

Brrtjm 

cvr'li.rW 

15 Prosaca 

•UKtmun 
77 lljim- 

79 Co S. 1 IH 
79 Snudata support 
.'ll Slrncs liko .1 
chrtc. 

37 Cvv 4 - 
13 J.HCPV 

Jj F.ir.hun •napa.'ow 
35 0">co K.i'c'imj 

hole 

Oi ■MU 

I Fcnong conraol 

7 — urtfiuin Tonne 
3 Rooph cj 4Lin 

A Htnjr-OC 

5 CCWMk mpMfoCU', 

6 Pi'jIiusiM 

7 win 
A Co.i'r 

0 Lo«on 
<0 Bwmo hoin 
It J.hpurr 
'7 — nnoaafls 

13 Thirtcn 

14 £,lffQ0rplOr 
P"1U1 

•5 Tim 

nano 

17 — atone 
leuccnmj 

18 MnCKdl flai 
Z o ■tiOQuki'n 
75 Snrc acts 

w n.<|.ii> ) *iio 


30 Oolor clinic 
3? Co*«a<jn ol 
iLvrpiivB poems 

dO fcU of 

43 — and onions 

44 IruarwHiaffoa! pan 

46 QOfVV>U 

47 Hedy 

4B 5'igwVikki 
40 Corounmd 
SC Norm Sen tMrifr 
5 1 PWuUvt To — ■ 
47 Doconoronoiail 
fldrntod 

50 Hamtwyjlnd 

57 fljkmJ loo 

58 kVnwim Imtari 

59 Gaol* 

50 Fimtir 

51 Maine measures 

03 Some parents 
C4 Briny 
85 Cijo 

QimOOrp 


37 Malay 

13 Fi won! ol 
cnaoarmem 

34 FlnumT 

35 SC.UO 

35 Certain voesal 

37 Conaymctuvrv 
avcrywhofi: 

30 Enrm:i» 

39 Ktcnon OMIUjor 
CTO 

40 FaiL’owancncas 

41 Car alow 

47 Poor 

44 Old Wot Id Wc>rc> 

45 Jopsnasc wins 

45 CemntiniSI kjaoor 
0 »o*J 

J8 Pi-judas ■poo 

jO Coy on [he 
UWSiWl 

57 Those Orwig 
inarucIM 


87 Actress 
Thompson 

68 LAO — OfBndS 

89 Cologo etioor 

73 Srupptofltt 

73 Fold A 

sUiKXVperloaty 
paid' ad 

75 Afr ican 
amdope 

76 Scona jnduo 

77 vague 

78 LAMS lire 
ttnJ0il J»d 
narrx. 

79 Dovun 

80 ■ Kiev out o» 
vor/ 

81 Enjoodc* 
oicocdod 

85 Aoo. 

86 Thonovt 

87 Hjy* srandlrv, 

88 Knock Ijr — 


53 Riko, id lire 
Bale 
M Snap 

55 Muscat tkreeflen 

56 noictuaiion 
ma»s 

00 Gad of agnaiiuie 

67 — 0450 

iupocpiWgWoi 

64 Potty fuiof 
85 Ae>d m apples 
60 Irsoctsugo 
67 Japanese 

•wooDing 

TO Fregrmlherb 
7i Searches io» 

73 Fork prong 

74 Pedisnery 
aigredMMO 

77 Seoul 

engagement 
79 SMI 
81 Roo k bud 


89 Sugea 

90 EiCH 

91 rialoig (junu 
37 Swarm 

93 Ream 

96 Jury group 

97 Trangilar ptocs 

98 One — kmd 
101 EnwTuoblo 

money 

103 Appaa’rnSiftg 

TWVCTHM 

106 Madron Avonut 
■OHIO 

107 Wingkko 

108 Eifyfton 
HOMdlW 

109 Aunctttr 

110 Dorn o i fiagor 
Ml LaneotoTs 

117 Bunor 
squaw 
M3 Timeworn 


82 Mmerewno 

MBaraeoro 

83 RNKW — 

Ol Tyto«4dcsh 
85 Snjretadtkaa 

floagiiro 
87 Fr playwngni 

89 Cuico's land 

90 Snow contompi 

91 Ptuuwwio olond 
9C kkiscat sounds 
9J Rip- of 

94 BudOe 

95 BuSoie 

96 Typo ol parry 

97 Courage 
96 Poasnsvo 
99 Comptiin 
100 ViaRHP w 

W4wms 
'02 Toh 

104 — tree i cornered) 

105 Gnw* letter 


THE Sunday Crossword 

Edited by Herb Ettenson 



c ’u a 2iSsSS; s ~ 




DioKromlcai, 17 x 17 
By Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
i Tr si Baseball 
5 ■Gods L'ltkj — " 

9 Bald bird 

10 Counterfoil 
17 Nftkwai 

13 Ltamod man 

15 tool owe* qipptdy 
ana ooreiuiit 
17 Pons) lops 
19 Inwhd lontor 
77 Cvi® around mo 
'tad 

73 ' — Fiomo" 

DOWN 
i Rresrocnhal 

nckfumy 

3 Ero l-u<igrrah«aly 
1 TnareMiBUei 

4 S Cdded 
Zi Soomc 

t Mai* Njtior 

7 Oy ana Reagan 

8 Rormtam 

? ages ana ag« 

11 Fiery cry 

17 WatTiou; name ut 
enmo 


74 Bicmrsn 
as OnMropiua 
in — 

77 Dawn 

28 Gain locofeis 

29 9atng 
anwenoss 

32 Door 

33 DafcrjHs tor 
shosp me 

34 Astra 
36 Miaury 

on^neera 


i« MenconfiHd 

15 punlo 

16 Oyrusly ol French 
kmga 

18 Seal it' 

20 Certain hukettol 
player 

21 Urtju 

DBiondod. as the 
pupils 

28 Certain Inarc 
38 Finsbavond 


38 Car 

39 Don i fli.e — 

40 Espied 

43 Rctaungof 

lensrona 

47 Takes 9P 

46 Evergreen 

51 Bawl naiSually 

52 OK lawn 

53 Work by Kean 

54 Pmhm rod lor 

brofirrn 

55 Onofl 


31 Former eager. 

Thurmond 

33 TWs 

35 Pern 

36 Mokswcdy 

37 Vldnitv 

40 Romavanoeea 

from 

41 Bean type 

42 Bay windows 

44 Famh, aide 

roetnpvf 

45 AIMmpWa 


56 Apartment 
OrudiCfll 

58 That gm 

59 Actor’s part 

61 CarNiBng 

63 Y«id. as tendcnr 
84 Qefcgifenng 
66 Rcsmaop 
68 Bouquel 
Domna 
89 Fear 

70 Bam 

71 Swcnad 


46 — news 
(nnUenUally) 

48 S"y 

49 Hm 

50 Cats M rnomory 

56 Loner 

57 Trep 

60 Cmhanaie 

61 Q—.T/ 

82 Burjocned 

83 Foh 
65 Cut of 
67 Operated 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK’S PUZZLE 



Last Weelc'a Crypl.fr.au 

1. Little leocoe pitcher leads envious leanmalee in hits, runs 
and giving out moat autograph, to cute admirer*. 

2. Famous gourmet was astounded when he found fine 
ground round selling for around four dollars per pound. 

3. Given today's divorce rale, would you blame the bride and 
groom for rceponding. -Let's hope so” instead of “I do” at 
Lhc wedding ceremony? 

4 - Boob drops big bobby pin into delicate bomb mechanism 
and laughs hilariously. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

I.KORKNROVME G NFMDV ENCD BCW OFHO KC 
SNOWM SAN BDRICW EN B AXCW GBKRXMU. 

— By Bsrtiars J. Rung 

S.WKS FRY ZINC SRVTOYH 8TB ZIBBWUTB 

URYT PRY SKIDCN PIBBEET CPYAATH LT 

FRY PWOOEED CALFFEET. — By Dune H. McGogy 

3. MIND ANGRY AR YU SNUBS ANS BTi DIR 

AURR B WRNKL, DIR WRYY B GLUM. 

— By Ed HwidJeun 

4. YMBYJN EBPGHMJ K3EBCUDE KYG GUM 

HSYBYE NWUN DIP BUR'N VICE U BURSCY 
NI - — By K.C Doyle 


‘Spermicide 
film cannot 
stop HTV 
transmission 
in women’ 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The use of spermicide in a 
contraceptive film does not 
block transmission of the 
HIV virus in women, 
according to a study 
released by the U.S. 
National Institutes of 
Health. 

The two-year study of 
1 ,300 female sex workers in 
Cameroon showed that the 
spermicide nonoxynoI-9 
(N-9) in film form did not 
prevem the transmission of 
HTV or the sexually trans- 
mitted diseases gonorrhoea 
and chlamydia. 

During the study, conduct- 
ed to find new ways for 
women to protect them- 
selves against HTV. which 
leads to die fatal AIDS syn- 
drome, half the women 
were given vaginal film 
containing N-9 and- the 
other half a placebo. 

But the AIDS transmis- 
sion rate was the sairie, 6.7 
per cent, in both groups, 
according to the study. 

“We had hoped that the N- 
9 film might increase a 
woman's available options 
for HTV and STD (sexually 
transmitted disease) protec- 
tion." said Willard Cates of 
Family Health International, 
a non-profit group that 
helped with the study. 

However, “these results 
show that we must acceler- 
ate our research pro- 
grammes dedicated to find- 
ing new products and tech- 
niques for women to use.” 
he said. 

The study was spurred by 
the search among public 
health workers and scien- 
tists for STD prevention that 
women can control, particu- 
larly in conditions where 
men may refuse to wear a 
condom. 

The study’s counselling, 
condoms and medical treat- 
ment did, however, reduce 
AIDS infection by about 
half the national average in 
both groups. 

“We are encouraged by 
the apparent effectiveness of 
the overall intervention pro-, 
gramme that included coun- 
selling, STD treatment and 
encouragement of condom 
use” said Rodney Hoff, 
chief of the NIH AIDS vac- 
cine research and preven- 
tion programme. 


Library aims to open the eyes* 
of more blind readers 


By John Sanders 

Reuters 

STOCKPORT — A library full of books, 
not a word in print and no borrowers brows- 
ing along the shelves may sound strange, but 
not to the thousands who read by touch 
rather than by sighL 

The National Library for the Blind (NLB) 
sends nearly a thousand volumes a day to its 
4.500 members in Britain and abroad. Based 
in a business park on the outskirts of 
Manchester, northern England, it houses the 
country's largest collection of books for the 
blind in embossed format. 

The books are printed in Braille, a system 
of raised dots which blind people read by 
touch, or moon, a similar, but less widely 
used tactile language. Borrowers can order 
books themselves or specify authors or types 
of books, leaving the final choice to the 
library's staff. 

“Some people like crime with sex and vio- 
lence. Some like crime with violence and no 
sex. Some want no foreign words at all. We 
get very varied requests and provide a very 
personal service,” said circulation assistant 
Shirley Daniels. 

The NLB is praised by many of its mem- 
bers, but estimates that it caters for only 
around a quarter of its potential readership. 
Until recently it had little idea of what it 
should be doing to extend its services. 

Acknowledging that it needed a clearer 
strategy, the library in September appointed 
a new chief executive, Margaret Bennett 
with experience in management finance and 
the voluntary sector. 

“The reason they appointed me is my 
background in'developing strategic manage- 
ment and management information sys- 
tems,” said Bennett, who is herself visually 
impaired due to the eye disorder nystagmus 
and cannot drive or read small print. 

Management strategy 

Bennett's strategy centres on getting more 
books on the shelves, forging links with the 
outside world as well as developing better 
management systems. 

“Last year membership went up after a 
period of decline ...I'm not quite sure bow 
we managed to do that, nobody's collected 
statistics and that's part of the problem.” she 
said. 

One of Bennett's first tasks will be to carry 
out a census of the library's 4,500 users to 
find out why an estimated 15,000 potential 
users in Britain — people who can read 
Braille and moon — don't use the library. 

“There are undoubtedly people who ought 
to be members who aren’t What we've 
never done is proper market research. We've 
got to find out what our readers want from 
us. 

,< We’re now starting to collect information 
about our performance and to monitor and 
manage it” said Bennett but added that 
market research was not an easy task with a 
visually-impaired user-base who find filling 
in forms harder than most. 

To increase the library's stock of 350,000 
or so volumes stored on rows of mobile, 
floor to ceiling shelves. Bennett wants to 
obtain more books from other producers and 
increase in-house production. 

A first step in this direction is an exchange 
of 100 volumes with South Africa, with a 


view to repeating the exercise with Braille 
libraries and producers in all English-speak- 
ing countries, including Canada. Australia 
and New Zealand. 

This strategy will complement the library’s 
own production of 12-20 books a month, 
which Bennett wants to raise to 50, and the 
15 or so titles the NLB buys in every month. 

“The more books we have on our shelves, 
the more people would get a better service 
and hopefully we’d get more members. 
Sometimes they leave because they've read 
everything we've got which appeals to 
them,” she added. 

However, producing an average of 15 new 
books a month is still a tiny number when 
compared with the 7.000 or so new books 
appearing in print. 

Selection criteria 

.The NLB therefore faces a dilemma in 
selecting which books to produce. Bennett 
favours giving readers what they want, rather 
than for example Britain’s annual booker 
prize shortlist, some of which may have 
limited, highbrow readership. 

“Booker means six books and they could 
be at the expense of popular authors like 
Dick Francis and Catherine Cookson that we 
know we will have an incredible demand 
for.” 

“I think inevitably we have to be demand 
led, because we're not government funded, 
we’re a charity and we've only got limited 
resources...so we have to supply what people 
want” 

Investments provide around half the 
NLB's annual revenue of 1 .2 million pounds 
($2.04 million). The rest comes from dona- 
tions and legacies. 

Although there was a small deficit in 
1995/96, it is the limited range of books and 
the laborious production technique that 
Bennett believes are the library's biggest 
challenges. 

“I think the most important thing we could 
do would be to introduce scanning or some 
form of technology that increases the num- 
ber of books we can produce.” 

Each new book produced by the library is 
keyed manually into a computer, checked by 
a team of blind proof-readers and then print- 
ed on a special Braillo printer. 

Each page of prim translates into around 
two and a half pages of Braille. Most novels 
run to four Braille volumes — each larger 
than an a 4 ring-binder — while sagas like 
Barbara Taylor Bradford's “Hold the Day'j£ 
can be nearer 20. ^ 

Another key part of Bennett’s strategy is to 
develop links with other organisations, par- 
ticularly in the voluntary sector, both in 
Britain and abroad. 

“We’ve got to focus the library and 
become a strategic player. We've been on the 
margins, we’ve not talked to anybody. We 
want to work more closely with public 
libraries, so people visiting them know what 
is available and how to get hold of it.” 

One initiative the NLB is developing with 
other organisations involves setting up a 
database of all Braille books and books on 
audio tape available in Britain. 

The initial response has been positive, said 
Bennett “That's what is so important about 
the voluntary sector. Together we can do an 
awful lot On our owm we can’t and that's 
what I enjoy. I m not into competition.” 


ANSWERS 

B ML ES 

(A) INSERT THE MISSING NUMBER; 

* 21. (Multiply the two numbers at the top, and subtract the one at the bottom. (9x3=27-6=21) 

* * * 

(B) NAME THE TOWN:- 

1. Newport 2. Newcastle 3. Kendal 4. Dublin 
* * * * 


1 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. * to cause great pain; to charge too much rent. 

• ro cans; mind. 

• to. twist or sprain slightly. 

• to sway backwards and. forwards or from side to side 

- to fumble or wrinkle -(usually with “up"); to take part in a ruck 
.(rugby). 

2. A kind of lottery draw in which the tickets are tumbled in a SDinninp Hn.m J 

ticket wins a prize of kind. pinning drum before being drawn 

3. Teehee - a high-pitched or-sneering laugh; a sniggeL 
Teepee (tepee) - a North American Indian tent or but. 

4. a) resorb. b) embolden. c) rouleau 

5. TomaIley. 
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AtT Palestinians, including small children, break through Palestinian police lines 
frjypr Wednesday as they rush forward to confront Israeli soldiere following the 
J >^ 11 of a Palestinian who was killed yesterday during clashes (Reuters 

Netanyahu rejects EU proposal for 
‘code of conduct’ with Palestinians 
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TEL AVIV i AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyamin Neta- 
nyahu rejected European 
proposals for resolving the 
Mideast peace crisis 
Wednesday as he prepared io 
leave on a European tour. 

A spokesman for the right- 
wing Israeli premier said a 
proposal put forward by the 
15-member European Union 
for Israelis and Palestinians 
to accept a “code of conduct” 
which would include a halt to 
both ami-Israelj violence and 
Jewish settlement growth 
was unacceptable. 

"Any government which 
has a trace of decency would 
flatly reject a comparison 
between murders and ( home j 
construction," said David 
Bar- Ulan, Mr. Netanyahu’s 
rstedia and policy advisor. 
.'.Mr. Netanyahu was sched- 
uled to leave later Wednes- 
day for the Netherlands, 
which currently holds the 
rotating eu presidency. He 


will travel to Rome Friday 
for an Israel -Italy economic 
conference. 

The EU’s Mideasi envoy. 
Miguel Angel Moraiinos, on 
Tuesday- proposed a “code of 
good conduct” for Israelis 
and Palestinians to encour- 
age dialogue beiween them. 

Palestinians accuse Israel 
of violating the peace 
process by building a settle- 
ment in Arab East Jerusalem, 
a move which has triggered 
three weeks of deadly vio- 
lence in the West Bank. 

Israel, for its part, accuses 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafal of at least tacitly giv- 
ing a green light for political 
violence including a Hamas 
suicide bombing which 
killed three Israelis in Tel 
Aviv on March 21. 

Mr. Bar-IIJan said the 
Europeans, "which have 
good relations with Arab 
countries and the Palestini- 
ans, should make (hem 


understand that negotiations 
cannot go hand in hand with 
terrorism." 

On Tuesday. Mr. 
Netanyahu said the EU 
should help create the right 
conditions for dialogue, 
notably by investing in the 
Palestinian self-rule areas — 
suggesting he would not wel- 
come eu intervention in the 
political arena. 

The eu is both the biggest 
donor to the Palestinian 
National Authority and 
Israel’s biggest trading part- 
ner. 

It is now seeking a greater 
role in the crisis-hit Middle 
East peace process, of which 
the United States, Israel's 
main ally, is the key sponsor. 

During a meeting in Brus- 
sels Monday, eu member 
nations agreed proposals to 
pm to the United States for a 
joint action to relaunch the 
peace process. 


Palestinians not to back down 


(Continued from page 11 

two-year timetable laid down 
in interim agreements. 

Washington has given 
qualified approval to the idea 
and made clear it will press 
the Palestinians this week to 
end anti-Israeli violence so 
such negotiations can have a 
chance. 

Despite the hardening posi- 
tions of the Israelis and 
Palestinians, Mr. Clinton 
affirmed Tuesday that he 
believed there was “a fairly 
decent chance” the peace 
process could be saved with 
Washington's help. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright is to 
make a visit to the Middle 
East in late April, a senior 
j^advisor to Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak said 
Wednesday. 

"A visit to the region is 
planned for April 25 to 28,” 
the Egyptian news agency 
MENA quoted Osama AI 
Baz as telling reporters. He 
did not reveal any details of 
her itinerary. 

Mr. Baz also said the Unit- 
ed States -"has not come up 
yet with any specific propos- 
als which could bring about 
an end to the crisis threaten- 


ing the peace process.” 

He said the United States, a 
co-sponsor of the peace 
process, was currently 
sounding out the Israelis and 
the Palestinians and recalled 
that the high-level Palestin- 
ian delegation was headed 
for Washington. 

“In case of progress, the 
U.S. coordinator for the Mid- 
dle East Dennis Ross, will 
be sent to the region to meet 
Arafal and Netanyahu.” Mr. 
Baz said. 

The Egy ptian official also 
said that “a hall lo the peace 
process would favour 
extremist elements inside 
Israel.” 

“The use of force, by one 
side or (he other, delays the 
peace process and destroys 
confidence." Mr. Baz said, 
adding that even the hardline 
group Hamas "does not 
oppose the peace process.” 

In another development 
Wednesday, the bead of 
Israeli army intelligence. 
General Moshe Yaalon. told 
the parliamentary foreign 
affairs and security commit- 
tee that Mr. Arafat was still 
trying to use the violence to 
achieve political goals. 

"Arafat has not yet 
switched the traffic light 


from green to red," he was 
quoted by Israel Radio as 
telling the panel. 

But he added that the 
Palestinian leader has decid- 
ed to use his police forces to 
prevent violent protests over 
Israel's policies from degen- 
erating into clashes between 
Palestinian police and the 
Israeli army, Gen. Yaalon 
said. 

Israel's internal security 
chief met Mr. Arafat on 
Tuesday to show evidence 
that Palestinian militants are 
planning more attacks 
against the Jewish state, 
Israeli television reported. 

Ami Ayalon. the head of 
the Shin Bet security agency, 
spake with Mr. Arafat and 
senior Palestinian security' 
officials in Gaza City Tues- 
day in a meeting organised 
by the United States, accord- 
ing to Israel’s Channel 2. 

General Ayalon provided 
Mr. Arafat with documents 
proving that activists in 
Palestinian militant groups 
such as Islamic Jihad and the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) were prepar- 
ing further suicide bombings 
against Israel, according to 
the television. 


Iraq defies U.N. embargo 
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defiant when they left Bagh- 
dad. Sheikh Ibrahim Dirbaz 
igaid he was determined to 
reach Mecca or die a martyr 
on the way. 

Others said they were sick 
and could ncu stand the hard- 
ship of the 2,000 kilometres 
land journey to Saudi Arabia. 
Of the 104 pilgrims. 40 were 
women. 

Senior Iraqi officials, 
including two ministers, took 
pan in a farewell ceremony 
before the pilgrims took off. 

Sheep were sacrificed next 
to the runway in Baghdad in 
celebration while onlookers 
chanted "All ah u Akbar” and 
the plane’s pilot gave a victo- 
ry sign through the cockpit 
window. 

The pilgrims, dressed in 
plain white robes, stretched 
out on the ground in prayer 
before boarding the plane 
which had to fly to Saudi 
^ Arabia via Jordan to avoid an 
allied -imposed no-fly zone 
in southern Iraq. 

Iraqi Endowment and Reli- 


gious Affairs Minister Abdul 
Muneim Ahmad SaJeh said 
the sending of the plane to 
Saudi Arabia despite the 
U.N. irade sanctions was "a 
humanitarian endeavour and 
had no other purpose in 
mind.. .There may be some 
problems but the aim is 
humanitarian. 

"We call on our brethren in 
the Islamic World to take 
note of this unfair embargo 
which infidel countries have 
imposed and in which Arab 
and Islamic states are taking 
part.” Mr. Saleh said. 

Some 1.000 Iraqi Muslims 
had arrived in Saudi Arabia 
bv road on Tuesday for the 
Hajj. the Una group from 
Imq to perform the annual 
pilgrimage to Mecca since 
1994. 

Mr. Saleh said Iraq under 
quotas set by the Organisa- 
tion of the Islamic Confer- 
ence lOTCj was allowed to 
send 20,000 pilgrims to 
Mecca per year "but condi- 
tions of sanctions prevent us 
from doing so.” 

pilgrim Abdul Sahib 


Saeed, 63. said he was sick 
and needed to make the Hajj 
to fulfill one main pillar of 
his religion. 

All Muslims should per- 
form the Hajj at least once in 
their lives if they have the 
means. It is one of Islam’s 
five essential obligations for 
believers. 

The U.N. Security Council 
had rejected a request by Iraq 
to use its civil aircraft to fly 
this year’s pilgrims to 
Mecca. It also turned down a 
plea by Baghdad to have pari 
of its assets frozen abroad 
released for Hajj purposes. 

The pilgrims said they 
were notified of the flight 
four days in advance. Iraqi 
Airways Director Rabih 
Mohammad Saleh said be 
hoped it would lead to a 
speedy resumption of the 
company's regular flights. 

In 1994. only 474 Iraqis 
made the pilgrimage. Iraqi 
officials at the time blamed 
the low turnout on economic 
troubles caused by the U.N. 
sanctions. 


Leah Rabin lashes out 
against Israeli premier 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
Leah Rabin, the widow of 
former Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, said on 
Tuesday she could never 
forgive his successor, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, for 
fostering a “hostile cli- 
mate” that led to her hus- 
band’s assassination in 
1995. 

“I hold him responsible 
for creating the very hostile 
climate which eventually 
led to his murder, so how 
can 1 ever forgive.” she said 
in an interview on the CNN 
programme World view. 

Mr. Netanyahu, leader of 
the conservative Likud 
Party, and Rabin, head of 
Israel’s Labour Party, were 
political foes. Five months 
after Rabin was shot dead 
by a right-wing Israeli gun- 
man, Mr. Netanyahu was 
elected prime minister. 

Mrs. Rabin described a 
photograph of Mr. 
Netanyahu leading a 
demonstration in which 
people were carrying a cof- 
fin bearing the sign 


“Yitzhak Rabin — the 
murderer of Zionism.” 

“He bears the responsibil- 
ity for creating a politically 
horrible climate against mv 
husband, saving this man 
doesn't know where he's 
taking us. he's misleading 
us. he is really destroying 
our future,” she said. 

Asked if she could ever 
forgive Mr. Netanyahu, 
Mrs Rabin replied: “1 don't 
believe so. I really don't 
believe so." 

Rabin will be presemed 
with the Anwar Sadat 
Peace Achievment Aw ard 
honouring her slain hus- 
band. on Wednesday night. 
She was to meet President 
Bill Clinton at the While 
House on Wednesday. 

Mr. Rabin. Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat and 
then Israeli Foreign Minis- 
ter Shimon Peres shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize for their 
1993 interim accord pro- 
viding limited Palestinian 
self-rule and a framework 
intended to lead to a final 
peace deal. 


Clashes rage in Hebron 


(Continued from page 1) 

not to inflict large numbers 
of casualties," he said. If 
that happened, he said. ''I 
cannot predict what will 
happen.” 

Eighty people died in 
protests last September that 
deteriorated into gunbatties 
between Palestinian police 
and Israeli soldiers. 

Ahmad Qouriea speaker 
of the Palestinian parlia- 
ment and former chief 
negotiator with Israel, said 
Wednesday that the armed 
settlers were '"terrorists” 
and should be disarmed. 

But David Bar Ilian, a top 
aide to Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
the settlers were armed for 
their protection. 

"In the vast majority of 
cases, the settlers have used 
arms only to defend them- 
selves," Mr. Bar-Dlan said. 
“Such a request is nothing 
shore of outrageous. 

Palestinians sad the Jew- 
ish students opened fire 
Tuesday without provoca- 
tion. killing Assam Rashid 
Arafa, 23. But Israeli offi- 
cials claimed the students 
fired after a Palestinian 
sprayed them with tear-gas. 
burning their face and eyes. 

The tw-o students were 
released Wednesday on 
20.000 shekels (aboui 
S6.000 ) bail and ordered to 
stay out of Hebron for the 
next 60 days. 

The incident was the sec- 
ond involving Jewish set- 
tlers this week. On Mon- 
day, a Jewish settler shot 
and seriously wounded a 
Palestinian after being 
stoned in the West Bank 
town of Kharbata. His 
detention was extended 
Wednesday at a hearing. 

Israeli soldiers raided a 
Palestinian university in the 
East Jerusalem suburbs 
overnight, arresting 20 sus- 
pected militants, students 


said Wednesday. 

The Islamic student coali- 
tion at Al Quds University, 
located in Abu Dis village 
on the outskirts of Arab 
East Jerusalem, said sol- 
diers stormed the campus 
dormitories after midnight 
and took away 20 students. 

The soldiers “tried to ter- 
rorise the students” sus- 
pected of involvement with 
the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas), 
according to a statement 
sent to news organisations. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai said 
Wednesday that Palestini- 
ans need to increase their 
efforts against terrorism so 
that political negotiations 
can resume. 

“This situation is not 
helping anybody." be said. 

But Saeb Erakat, the chief 
Palestinian negotiator who 
will accompany Arafat 
deputy Mahmoud Abbas to 
Washington, said their mis- 
sion was to insist Israel be 
forced to halt all settlement 
building as part of any plan 
to revive peace negotia- 
tions. 

"Arafat has given orders 
that all settlement activity 
should stop and that Israel 
take no further unilateral 
decisions,” Mr. Erakat told 
reporters before leaving for 
talks in Amman with Jor- 
danian leaders on his way 
to Washington. 

Hassan Asfour. Mr. 
Erakat’s deputy, said the 
Palestinians also insisted 
that Israel follow through 
with implementing already 
signed peace agreements 
which require further troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank and authorisation to 
open Palestinian air and sea 
ports. 

"We want an American 
mechanism to implement 
what has been agreed 
upon.” he said. 


Palestinians want more protests 
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decline of faith in orga- 
nized Palestinian political 
factions. 

Trust in Palestinian Presi- 
dent Yasser Arafat, most 
closely identified with the 
Oslo peace process, fell 
from 47.4 per cent in 
March to 43.4 per cent, 
while the number of people 
who said they trusted no 
political or religious faction 
rose from 21 to 26 per cent. 


Finally, when asked what 
is the most important issue 
facing Palestinian society, 
only 23 per cent chose 
completing peace negotia- 
tions with Israel, while 40 
per cent said improving the 
economic si relation. 

The poll was conducted 
among 1.200 Palestinians 
in the West Bank, the Gaza 
Strip and Arab East 
Jerusalem. Its margin of 
error was three per cent 


Bombs target home, car in Corsica 


AJACCIO, Corsica (R) — 
Two bombs exploded 
overnight in Corsica, dam- 
aging a home and destroying 
a car but causing no injuries, 
police said. 

The first explosion, at 
1130 pjn. (2130 GMT) 
Tuesday in Cervione in the 
south of the French Mediter- 
ranean island, blew span the 
door of a house owned by a 
retired French worker. 

The house was unoccu- 
pied. The owner lives in Ver- 
saille, France, most of the 
time. 

The second explosion, at 


12.30 a.m_ Wednesday 
(2230 GMT Tuesday) in 
Ajaccio, destroyed an 
empty, parked car. 

The owner of the car was 
not identified. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for the blasts but Cor- 
sican separatists have been 
behind such attacks in the 
pasL The same house was 
targeted on Feb. 1 this year 
when the Corsican National 
Liberation Front (FLNC) 
“historic wing”, a leading 
separatist group on the 
island, detonaied % charges 
across Corsica. 
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Financier wanted by U.S., 

S. Arabia still in Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabian dissident 
Osama Ben Laden is in 
Afghanistan as a "guest.” a 
spokesman of the Alghan 
TaJeban militia said 
Wednesday. denying 
rcpons the international 
fugitive had left the coun- 
try. 

The official denied recent 
local press repons that Mr. 
Ben Laden, a billionaire 
wanted by the United Slates 
and Saudi .Arabia on 
charges of financing 
international extremism, 
had been detained in 
Afghanistan or left the 
counny for an unknown 
destination. 

The spokesman said he 
had simply changed his 
address. 

Tuleban has refused 
extradition requests while 


urging Mr. Ben La Jen nut 
to use .Afghan soil to launch 
attacks overseas. 

"Neither the Saudi gov- 
emmem has demanded Mr. 
Ben Laden's extradition nor 
the Tale ban have ottered to 
hand him over in return for 
money." the spokesman at 
the Theban-controlled 
Afghan embas>> here said 
in a statement. 

Mr. Ben Laden has taken 
up residence in Kandahar, 
the Talehan bast in south- 
west Afghanistan, accord- 
ing to she "wish” of the 
supreme Talebun leader. 
Mullah Mohammad Omar 
Akhund. the spokesman 
said. 

Previously the Saudi bil- 
lionaire had been living in 
the eastern Afghan city of 
Jalalabad. 

"He will continue to !i\c 


in Afghani si an a- a guest 
and refugee without any 
difficulty from the Taleban 
government." the 

Spokesman said. 

Mr. Ben Laden would not 
engage in any activity 
against SauJi Arabia or anv 
other government from 
Afghan soil, the spokesman 
said, adding that the Saudi 
government “|s satisfied" 
with this assurance. 

"Ben Laden has moved to 
Kandahar of his own free 
will. It is against ilur 
Afghan tradition to arrest a 
guest or hand him over lo 
anyone." the spokesman 
added. 

The spokesman blamed 
ati unspecified "lobby " lor 
spreading “unfounded” 
run mtirs to defame the 
Talehan militia. 


New Cyprus cabinet 
sworn in after reshuffle 


NICOSIA (R i — Five new 
members of the 1 1 -member 
Cyprus cabinet were sworn 
in on Wednesday sifter the 
first reshuffle in the centre- 
right government since it 
came to power in 1993. 

Among the new 
appointees, former govern- 
ment spokesman Yiannakis 
Cassou tides took over us 
foreign minisrer. replacing 
Aleeos Michaclides who 
was among those dis- 
missed. 

The cabinet shake up on 
Tuesday was the first since 
veteran right-wing politi- 
cian Glufcos Clendes was 
elected for a five-year term 
in February 1 993. 


Government o Hi c iu Is 

have described the reshuf- 
fle as an act of renewal, and 
not an indication that Mr. 
Clerides was displeased 
w i th the job of an y mi nisicr. 
But opposition parties 
quickly branded it as a sign 
of government failure. 

The government has been 
dismissive of suggestions 
the reshuffle aims at boost- 
ing Mr. Clerides's reelec- 
tion chances in a poll due in 
less than a year. Mr. 
Clerides has not given a 
firm answer on whether he 
will run again. 

The ministries of justice, 
education, health and com- 
munications were given to 


new appointee', while all 
other ministers, including 
finance, kept their jobs. 

Five of those unaffected 
are members of the centre- 
right Democratic Party, 
junior partner in the gov - 
ernment. The remainder 
were members of the right- 
wing Democratic Rally 
Panv . 

Mr. Clorides's Greek 
Cypriot administration is 
recognised as the only 
legitimate government in 
Cyprus, which has been 
divided since Turkey invad- 
ed its north in pnq in 
response to a brief coup 
engineered by the colonels 
ruling in Greece at the lime. 


Clinton wants Netanyahu to prove intentions 


(Continued from page 1) 

Mr. Clinton rejected a 
reporter's suggestion that 
the United States was los- 
ing leverage with Israel, 
saying. "1 wouldn't assume 
that based on the comments 
that have been made so 
far." And he said the next 
step in trying to revive the 
Middle East talks, disrupt- 
ed by Israel's decision to 
build new a Jewish settle- 
ment in Arab East 
Jerusalem, would come 
when a Palestinian delega- 
tion visits the White House 
this week. 

"It's going to depend on 
what it's always depended 
on ... land that is) the par- 
ties taking responsibility." 
said Mr. Clinton, who has 
made clear he prefers not to 
resort to a high-pressure, 
U.S.-run peace summit just 
yet. He repeated his 
promise of recent days that 
"we're going to do our best 
to get this thing going 
again." 

He said Mr. Netanyahu 
had reassured him on Mon- 
day of Israel's commitment 
to the Oslo accords, which 
established a framework for 
reconciliation between 
Israel and the Palestinians. 

"The prime minister has 
said repeatedly publicly 
and said again to me when 
he was here that even 
though he did not agree 
with everything about Oslo, 
he felt that the Israeli gov- 
ernment was bound bv it. 


and he thought that ho 
ought to honour it ... And 1 
believe it remains his posi- 
tion." he said. 

Critics charge that fear of 
offending politically pow- 
erful and wealthy American 
Jewish lobby groups that 
back Israel has kept Mr. 
Clinton from making the 
tough moves necessary to 
rescue the peace process 
from its current crisis. 

Administration officials 
respond that they are even- 
handed "facilitators" 

between Israelis and Pales- 
tinians and char it is up to 
the parties — not the Unit- 
ed States — to resolve their 
problems for themselves. 

Thai message was reaf- 
firmed by Mr. Clinton earli- 
er on Tuesday. ”1 want 
these parties to do what 
they have to do to get this 
process up and going 
again. 1 ' he ?aid. 

Bui House of Represcnta- 
tive> Speaker Newt Gin- 
grich on Tuesday accused 
Air. .Arafat of backing a 
"terrorist" campaign 
against Israel and urged Mr. 
Clinton to demand the 
Palestinian leader end the 
violence immediately. 

"How can the American 
government claim any pos- 
sible sense of moral equali- 
ty between a genuine 
democracy seeking peace at 
the risk of lives of its citi- 
zens and a force which after 
three years has refused to 
renounce its destruction of 
Israel?" the Georgia Repub- 


lican qsked in a speech to 
the American Israel public 
affairs committee. 

Instead of trying to exert 
pressure on Israel. Mr. Gin- 
grich said Mr. Clinton 
ought to demand Arafat live 
up to the promises he made 
in Oslo. 

“There should be no ques- 
tion of any pressure on the 
Israeli government to make 
any concessions until 
Arafal has met those 
demands ... And the burden 
should be placed by the 
American government on 
Arafat and the Palestinian 
Authority before a word is 
said to Israel." Mr. Gingrich 
said. 

Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
on Wednesday slummed 
Mr.Gingrich. 

"Mr. Gingrich will not be 
able lo improve his had 
image with the American 
people by attacking the 
Palestinian people and 
President Arafal in order to 
satisfy the Jewish lobby m 
the United sSiates." 
spokesman Marvvan 

Kuna fun i said in a state- 
ment. 

"Gingrich did not show 
only a shameful ignorance 
of international politics but 
he also contributed to sup- 
porting the Israeli extrem- 
ists to continue challenging 
the international communi- 
ty and to commit more vio- 
lations against the political 
and human rights ol the 
Palestinian people." said 
the statement. 


Clinton, Chretien agree to disagree on Cuba 


WASHINGTON (R) — Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton and Canadi- 
an Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien agreed lo disagree on 
Tuesday on the best way to 
encourage democracy in 
Cuba, with Clinton saying 
neither country's policy had 
worked so far. 

The two leaders did not let 
their differences on Cuba dis- 
rupt the friendly nature of 
Chretien's official visit to 
Washington, which had got 
off to an unofficial start on 
Monday night when the 
Canadian leader dropped by 
the White House for cognac 
and a private chat with Clin- 
ton. 

At a news conference after 
their official talks on Tuesday 
the two joined forces to urge 
the U.S. Congress to clear a 
speedy path for U.S. negotia- 
tion of an expansion of the 


North .American Free Trade 
Agreement to include Chile. 

"I am very concerned that 
we have not passed fast-track 
authority in this country." said 
Clinton. 

Chretien said he hoped 
Clinton would he able to con- 
vince Congress to proceed on 
the authority for Cnile. "It's 
urgent that we move because 
some are getting impatient in 
South America,” he said. 

Fast-track authority would 
allow U.S. trade officials, to 
negotiate trade deals w ithout 
fear Congress will change 
them. Lawmakers would ft 
able tu vote for an agreement 
or against iL but would not be 
allowed to amend it. 

Clinton had such authority 
to negotiate nafta h; tween the 
United States. Canada and 
Mexico, and wants it again to 
negotiare a deal w ith Chile. 


"1 think we have to do tt. Il'\ 
cletir that exptmding trade will 
strengthen democracy in 
Latin America and will 
strengthen our hand in the 
sccond-foMcst growing area 
in the world." Clinton said. 

In an otherwise sunny rela- 
tionship. the United States 
:tnd Canada are at odds over 
Cuba. Canada Inis been a 
fierce critic of the U.S. 
He I ms- Burton Lavv. which 
seeks to punish some compa- 
nies in third countries that do 
business with Cuba. 

The United States does not 
particularly like Canada's pol- 
icy of commercial and diplo- 
matic engagement will] the 
communist slate. Canada is 
Cubit’s 1; truest foreign 
investor and l.trgesi source of 
foreign exchange and advo- 
cates quiet diplomacy on 
democracy and human richis. 



8 Economy 


Netanyahu policies scaring 
foreign investors away from Israel 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
A ratn Israeli peace process 
crisis is frightening off for- 
eign investors, contributing to 
the economic slowdown that 
has hit Israel since Prime 
Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu took office in 
June. 

“The multinationals which 

moved here in recent years 

have tended to freeze their 
development programmes, 
while those which were con- 
templating the move have 
held off." said Tel Aviv busi- 
ness attorney Eytan Liraz. 
who represents European and 
U.S. banks and other compa- 
nies. 

An international relations 
official at Bank Hapoalim, 
Israel's largest bank, who 
asked not to be identified, 
said. "Israel is no longer 
viewed as an ideal base for 
multinationals' activities in 
the Middle East." 

"Foreign investors fear 
political instability more than 
anything else. They don't 
know where the region is 
going anymore, while with 
the previous government, 
peace was in sight." he added. 

Israel is seen as a country 
"which is becoming danger- 
ous again" and is losing its 
"emerging market” image 
with international investment 
funds, the official said. 

Since it concluded the 
autonomy agreements with 
the Palestinians in 1993, 
Israel had been receiving 


peace dividends in the form 
of a lifting of the Arab boy- 
cott and better financial risk 
ratings from evaluators 
Moody’s and Standard and 
Poor's. 

Mr. Liraz furnished as an 
example of the investors’ 
cooling enthusiasm a major 
U.S. confection company 
which gave up plans to estab- 
lish itself in Israel. 

The company “thought that 
it could export from Israel to 
Jordan and the Gulf coun- 
tries. But with the current 
tension, the plan no longer 
seems realistic," he said. 

Yaacov Frenkel, the gover- 
nor of the Bank of IsraeL the 
nation’s central bank, said 
that “the uncertainty about 
the peace process has result- 
ed in a decline in invest- 
ment.” 

The facts run contrary to 
the dreams of Mr. Netanyahu, 
who continues to predict that 
Israel will become “a major 
world economic power" and 
will enjoy by the beginning 
of the next century a gross 
national product (GNP) 
higher than Britain’s. 

In recent years foreign 
investments have been the 
locomotive driving the coun- 
try’s growth. Within three 
years, they more than tripled, 
reaching a record $2.7 billion 
in 19967 

"The influx of capital rep- 
resents two (percentage) 
points of GNP growth per 
year" the Hapoalim official 


estimated. Since the end of 
19%, economic activity has 
been dropping. 

According to an industry 
association poll, 44 per cent 
of the companies have 
recorded declines in exports, 
the highest percentage to give 
such a response since 1989. 

A third of the companies’ 
leaders expected layoffs. The 
unemployment rare, which 
fell from 10 per cent of the 
workforce in 1993 to 6.7 per 
cent this year, may climb 
again in the coming months. 

The Bank of Israel expects 
GNP growth of four per cent 
this year, compared to an 
annual average of six per cent 
in real terms since the begin- 
ning of the 1990s. 

However, there was one 
positive point. Foreigners 
remain interested in small 
high-tech Israeli companies 
in the information and elec- 
tronics industries. 

‘The products developed in 
these sectors are less sensi- 
tive to political circumstances 
in the Middle East because 
they are above all destined 
for the U.S.. European and 
Asian markets,” the Hapoal- 
im official said. 

Meanwhile. companies 
using the industry and trade 
ministry's Investment Centre 
invested $213 million in 
Israeli industry in the first 
quarter of 1997. down 46 per 
cent from the same period a 
year ago. the ministry said 
Tuesday. 


“The downward trend has 
continued now for several 
months. It is the result of the 
slowing that began in the 
economy generally and in 
industry in particular.” Invest- 
ment Centre Manager David 
Baruch said in a statement. 

The investment figure was 
down 33 per cent when com- 
pared to the first quarter of 
1995. 

The ministry said invest- 
ments by companies who 
received grants from the cen- 
tre in the quarter totalled 
$151 million, down 55 per 
cent from last year. 

Investments by companies 
who received tax benefits 
rather than subsidies amount- 
ed ro $59 million in the first 
quarter, a rise of 80 per cent 
over a year earlier. The centre 
said the rise came from a 
sharp expansion of invest- 
ment in high technology. 

Mr. Baruch said the slow- 
down had been expected after 
several years of 10 to 30 per 
cent annual growth in invest- 
ment. 

The centre in the first quar- 
ter approved new investments 
totalling $387 milli on, 
including many requests 
made in 1996 but for which 
there were no funds. 

There was a 36 per cent 
decline in new requests for 
subsidies received by the cen- 
tre in the first quarter. 


HOROSCOPE 
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A REES: (March 21 to April 19) Seek out the advice of 
experts today with both old and new points of views. Com- 
bine these two opinions and get the best of both worlds. 
Later this evening you can go out on the town with your 
loved ones for some fun activities. 

TAURUS: (April 20 ro May 20) You may encounter an 
opportunity today to engage in ,ap oid : fashiQn recreation, 
so make the best of this, situation. Ibis would brighten ; 
your mootT'^cfiiidenltfly. thereby making J jour 'Harter : 
activities much more productive. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Labour on modernising 
and improving the condition of your house today, then 
invite some old friends in for an evening of entertaining 
and recreational activities which everyone will enjoy 
greatly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Get your 
transportation situation better organised today, while you 
have the time. Try to cut down on your expenses thereby 
having extra funds for an emergency which could come in 
the days ahead if you are not careful. 

LEO: ( July 22 to August 21 ) Make some rearrangements 
at home today which will add some cheer and comfort to 
the place, however, make sure you don’t spend too much 
money, thereby you can have some extra funds for the 
days ahead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You may feel a bit 
run down this morning, however, spend the day with some 
good friends. By later this evening, you should feel quire 
content and peaceful with your loved ones and thereby 
relaxed for the days ahead. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Make some time 
today to sit down and discuss with your mate how you can 
get along better in the days ahead. Teamwork can work 
wonders, so keep an open mind and pursue the best course 
of action which will be successful. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) If you having 
some difficulty getting your affairs organised today, seek 
out the advice of an expert and use his or her suggestions. 
Be sure to get plenty of tfest later this evening and thereby 
be prepared for busines&activities. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Show 
that you value the opinion of a superior, and you’ll get 
much more support from this person today and in the days 
ahead. Later this evening would be a good time to consult 
with knowledgeable people for their advice. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) A new 
enterprise could bring your greater success today, howev- 
er, be sure you understand all of the liabilities before 
becoming involved. Later this evening would be good for 
going out on the town with close friend for a good time. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Forget all that 
socialising today, and concern yourself with more practi- 
cal matters. Your mate can give you some good advice 
later this evening, if you will listen to what is said and take 
it to heart. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Be alert to what is 
happening .'round you today so that you can take advan- 
tage of any opportunities. Make revisions to a recent 
agreement and thereby won’t be any misunderstanding 
which could occur. 
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YOU CAN SAY TO A 
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IDEA OF FASHION 
IS ANYTHING THAT 
ISN'T ITCHY 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Trite 
6 Jazz style 
11 Crown 

14 Cropped up 

15 Lend — (listen) 

16 The gums 

17 Worn at 29D 

19 Swab 

20 Bancroft 

21 Tacks on 

22 Grassland area 
24 Moscow’s land: 

abbr. 

26 — Coburg 

27 Classify 

30 Payee, at times 

32 Beer holder 

33 Go 

34 Arthur of TV 

37 Look after 

38 Rich cake 

39 Ponder 

40 Nice friend 

41 Swan and 
jackknife 

42 Crucial exam 

43 Egg dish 
.45 Huggable 

46 Engrossed 

47 Minnesinger kin 

48 River horse 
50 Apothecary 

weight 
52 Tardy 

56 Cup handle 

57 Often seen at 

60 In the past 

61 Dodge 

62 Pungent bulb 

63 Hanks 

64 A US veep 

65 Greek gathering 
place 
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by Philip J. Anderson 


DOWN 

1 All — 

2 Presley’s middle 
name 

3 If s proper, at 
times 

4 Celestial body 

5 Durocher 

6 Musical groups 

7 Gerainfs 
beloved 


8 Sites for spelling 

9 Galley need, 
once 

10 Make ready 

1 1 Worn at 29 D 

12 Cockeyed 

13 Family member 
18 Cartoonist of old 
23 Fire ■ 

25 Coffee vessel 

26 Put aside 

27 Nick and Nora’s 
dog 

28 Goblet feature 

29 High school 
dance 

30 Henri’s topper 

31 Greasy spoon 
sign? 

33 Adore 

35 Israeli airline 

36 Friend in need 
38 Bad news, in 

pinball 
, 39 So-so 
41 Removed from 
office 
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42 Sable or mink 

44 AAA offering 

45 Arrived 

47 in Toyland” 

48 Warmth 

49 “Othello” villain 

50 Attract 


51 Took a cab 

53 Exchange 
premium 

54 God of thunder 

55 Sicilian mount 

58 Govt. org. 

59 Mauna — 


HOROSCOPE 
FORECAST 
FOR FRIDAY, 
AFREL 11,1997 


By Thomas S. Pierson, ' 
.Astrologer, Carroll Righter 
Foundation 
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ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Your daily rou- 
tines may seem a bit boring 
today, however if you go 
r unnin g off to something 
new, you could get into a 
whole heap of difficulty. 
Later this evening would" 
be good for you to go out 
on the town with your 
mate. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You should not 
involve yourself today in a 
disagreement between a 
good friend and a fellow 
business associate, it will' 
resolve itself very quickly. 
Later this evening you can 
meet with a bigwig and 
devise a plan of action. - 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Schedule your 
time today carefully so that 
you can handle home arid 
family affairs without 
neglecting your business 
and personal interests. 
Later this evening would 
be a good time to do recre- 
ational activities with close 
friends. 1 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 ) Steer j 
clear today of a disagree- 
ment between a good 
friend and a fellow associ- 
ate. Keep occupied waft 
vour career activities, how- 
ever don't get bogged 
down with unnecessary 
tasks which will waste 
your time and lower your 
efficiency. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21) Trying to make peace 
between your mate anda 
fellow business associate 
today would not be wise, 
you would likely wind op 
being the loser. Later 
tonight, you can meet with 
knowledgeable people and 
get their advice. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Don’t allow 
a family friend keep you at 
: home today doing some- 
thing unimportant when 
you have vital matters to 
deal with in business. 
Tonight will be a good time 
for you to devise a plan of 
action for your success on a 
project 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) You should 
plan to spend more time i 
with your mate tonight, so 
don’t accept a social invita- 
tion which is extended to 
alone, however you car 
attend if your mate is 
asked. Tonight you can 
meet with fellow associ- 
ates. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 21) Ignore 
that individual today who 
keeps pestering you to laid 
him or her money, and stay 
around individuals with 
whom you feel comfort- 
able. Later this evening 
will be a good time to 
attend fun activities with 
.your dose friends. 
SAGITTARIUS: (Nov 
ember 22 to December 21 ) 
Do something to assist a 
person in the business 
today who can in the days 
ahead assist you with cred- 
it and career affairs, how- 
ever maintain your pride. 
This evening will be a good 
time to spend some quality 
time with loved ones. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
your schedule today so that 
you’ll have plenty of time 
for your loved ones and 
close friends. Don’t allow 
anyone to hinder your 
progress in business activi- 
ties which can get noticed 
by a bigwig. 

AQUARIUS: ( January 21 
to February- 19) If a good 
friend needs your assis- 
tance to pay an important 
bill today, be generous in 
your offering. This person 
has done you many favours 
in previous time. Tonight, 
will be good to stay hone 
and relax with your loved 
ones. 

PISCES: (Februaiy 20 to 
March 20) You should not 
get involved in a disagree- 
ment today between a 
superior and a fellow asso- 
ciate. or you could end up 
sweeping the floors and not 
making the same level of 
your salary us before, 
which can reduce your 
progress. 





Birthstone of April: Dte- 
roond — Amethyst 
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A break in Egyptian-Israeli ties seen impossible and costly 
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Government pays JDL1 billion annually 
in salaries, remunerations to civil servants 
and other public sector workers 

** Approximately JD1.100 million are spend by the treasury 
each year to pay salaries, pensions and other remunerations to 
crvil servants and retired persons as well as others who work for 
the government but are not classified on the civil service man- 
ning table. This amount, which also includes JIMS million that 
the government shoulders for subsidies, represents 56.9 per cent 
of the Kingdom’s budget estimated at about JD! .916 million. 

According 10 dam obtained from the Department of Statistics, 
the wages and remunerations go to 135,000 civil service staff as 
well 3S 31,000 persons employed at public institutions, 25,000 
persons working at other institutions and 1 0,000 workers ax state 
universities. Of the 135,000 regular civil servants, the ministries 
of education and health account for 65.62 as a total of about 
66,000 persons are employed by the Ministry of Education and 
22,600 persons work at the Ministry of Health. 

In terms of salaries, a total of JD185 million, or 52.9 per cent 
of the total civil service wages, go to the employees at the Min- 
istry of Education and JD5S.S6 million, or 16.8 per cent of the 
total, go to the staff of the Ministry of Health. On a wider scale, 
salaries and remunerations total JD349.97 million of recurrent 
expenditures and JDI9.24 million of capital expenditures. Pen- 
sions amount to JD204 million annually. By simple arithmetic, 
the figures show- the average salary for civil servants is JD260. 

In a general overview of the percentage of salaries to the total 
budget of each ministry or institution, the statistics show ed die 
following: 

Prime Ministry (53.31 per cent); Audit Bureau (89.67 per 
cent); Ministry of Adntinistrative Development (45. 12 percent); 
Civil Service Commission (70. 16 percent;; Control and Inspec- 
tion Bureau (71.34 per cent); National Geographic Centre 
(63.50 percentfcIMinjstry of Interior (62.48 per cent); Passports 
and Civil Registration Department (4169 per cent); Ministry of 
Justice (72.55 per cent); Chief Justice Department (8171 per 
cent); Judicial -Institute (29.41 per cent); Ministry' of Foreign 
Affairs (52.0 pfcr cent) ; Department of Palestinian Affairs (16.0 
percent); Genera) Budget Department (73.56 per cent); Depart- 
ment of Customs (69.63 per cent); Income Tax Department 
(71.36 per cenr>T Department of Land and Survey (70.99 per 
cent); General Supplies Department ( 30. 1 9 per cent ); Ministry of 
Industry and Trade (65-59 per cent); Department of Statistics 
(25.04 percent); Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities (13.29 per 
cent); Ministry qf Municipal and Rural Affairs (67.07 percent); 
Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources 14100 percent); Nat- 
ural Resources Authority (24.62 per cent); Ministry of Housing 
and Public Works (68.70 per cent); Central Tenders Department 
(58.92 per cent); Ministry of Agriculture (2S.04 per cent); Agri- 
ailtural Marketing Organisation (38.69 per cent); Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation (66.97 per cent); Jordan Valley Authority 
(953 per cent); Ministry of Supply (20.09 per cent); Ministry of 
Education (70.0 per cent); Miniary of Education (47.65 per 
cent); Ministry of Health (51 S per cent); Ministry of Social 
Development (43.82 per cent); Ministry of Labour (73.82 per 
cent); Ministry of Information (45.81 per cent); Ministry of Cul- 
ture (36.74 per cent); Ministry of Transport (33.02 per cent j and 
Miniary of Post and Communication (74.45 per cent). (A1 Dus- - 
tour). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



“Sorry about the smell. If I wear 
deodorant, my wife thinks I’m 
having an office romance.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

0 by Hand Arnold and MHca Anjirion 


Unscramble Biese four Jumbles, 
one toner to each square, to form 
lour ortfinary worts. 


Il's as though Cm 
on a cloud 
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H OW THE ASTRO- 
NAUT FEU" 
OUTPUTS THE 
5-R&GSM5AFT 

Now arrange the circled letters to 
term the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer 


(Answers tomorrow) 


I Jumbles; LINER FEVER TYPING GRIMLY 
y I Answer; Running out ot gas can give you this - 
AN EMPTY FEEUNG 


TO ADVERTISE IN 

Jordan times 

CALL 


667171 EXT 223 
OR 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 




CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian business- 
men and experts warned Monday that a 
halt to Egyptian-Israeli trade relations 
was impossible and too costly as Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak ruled out a freeze 
in ties between the two countries. 

A decision by the Arab League to 
freeze normalisation with Israel to pun- 
ish ii for its hardline policies prompted 
calls by some Egyptian businessmen 
and others for a scaling back, or a fully- 
fledged break, in ties. 

But President Mubarak Monday firm- 
ly ruled out a break with Israel, saying 
such a move would damage Egypt’s 
interests. 

"If we cut our diplomatic relations 

that means we will not be able to con- 
tact the other side to help solving the 
existing problems.” President Mubarak 
said. 

Egypt’s economic daily Al Alam Al 
Yom echoed this position and asked 
several businessmen to say what course 
of action they would take if they were 
Arab leaders.” Most ruled out a break in 
ties with Israel. 

“We should not sever ties with Israel 
because it will not be in our interest but 


we could freeze them for a limited peri- 
od," said Safwan Thabet, the chairman 
of Juheina, an Egyptian firm specialis- 
ms in dairy products. 

‘^Economic development does not 
allow for it. Everything can be negotiat- 
ed.” said Mr. Thabet. 

Former Egyptian commerce minister 
Hamed Al Sayeh said breaking ties 
with Israel “means scrapping the "peace 
treaty and this means entering a phase 
of war.” 

"We must hold on to peace to the last 
minute. It is the only solution for the 
(economic development) of the region.’’ 
he stressed. 

Egypt was the first Arab country to 
sign a peace treaty with Israel in 1979, 
and Jordan became the only other Arab 
country to follow suit in 1994. 

But Taher Sheri f, secretary' of the 450- 
strong Egyptian Businessmen’s Associ- 
ation, said the group “decided to freeze 
all economic ~ cooperation with the 
Israelis until Israel proves its credibili- 
ty” in the peace process. 

’Israel’s hardline policies have created 
“psychological barriers between 
Egyptian ~and Israeli businessmen 


which have contributed to stop several 
joint ventures,” Mr. Sherif said. 

But A! Alam AJ Yom warned that “ihe 
divorce is impossible or at the least very 
costly because the relationship between 
Egyptian and Israeli businessmen is not 
a simple one." 

Esypt and Israel have built up a net- 
work of ties in agriculture, the ready-to- 
wear clothing industry, tourism, trade 
and the computer field that cannot be 
severed or even put on hold, it said. 

“Thirty per cent of the ready-to-wear 
clothing’ industry in Egypt has links 
with Israel," the dailv said, explaining 
that clothes produeecf in Egypt are then 
sent to Israel or the occupied territories 
for reexport to Europe. 

"It was verv difficult to open up some 
of these markets and it w'ould be equal- 
ly difficult to close them momentarily 
and to reopen them again," the daily 
said. 

According to the Egyptian ministry of 
tourism, Israelis represent the fourth 
largest group of tourists visiting Egypt. 
A total of 321 .000 Israelis visited Egypt 
in 1996 and almost 26.000 in the first 
two months of 1997. 


In the first semester of I9s)6 the vol- 
ume of trade between the two countries 
rose to S204 million compared to SI 97 
million the previous year, according to 
the Egyptian commerce ministry. 

This does not include Egyptian oil 
exports to Israel, which represent SO to 
85 per cent of the total of its exports to 
the Jewish stale. 

The Israeli embassy in Cairo put the 
volume of trade at S80 million in 1995. 
not including petroleum exports from 
Egypt to Israel which it said stood at 
200 million barrels, and the same for 
1996. 

Embassy spokesman Liar Ben Dor 
meanwhile hailed President’s 
Mubarak’s statements and urged Egyp- 
tians to make a distinction between eco- 
nomic cooperation and the difficulties 
facing the peace process. 

"I am \ery glad to hear President 
Mubarak himself ruling out any break 
(in ties),*' Mr. Dor told AFP. stressing 
that both Egypt and Israel were already 
losing from their failure to fully exploit 
their trade potential. 
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5642 

2.50 

2.53 

.03+ 


1.170 

.570 

JOR. SDLFHD-CHEB 

9 

0.00 

47 

21950 

15530 

.69 

.72 

.03+ 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PEARM.CHEM, 

26.2 

0.00 

7 

1500 

2102 

1.40 

1.40 

— 


2.740 

1.42C 

US1V. HODS. ISOS. 

4.6 

13.07 

11 

4900 

7531 

1.54 

1.53 

.01- 


1.820 

1.140 

JOS. XMDS. RESOURCES 

IS. 7 

8.65 

51 

24300 

28727 

1.23 

1.17 

.06- 


1.270 

.8(0 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.4 

0.00 

16 

4250 

3815 

.89 

.90 

.01+ 


2.400 

1.750 

EL -SAY READY HEAR 

P 

0.00 

B 

7000 

12847 

1.79 

1.84 

.05+ 


1.360 

1.080 

ISTL. TOBACCO 

27.3 

0.00 

13 

3600 

4194 

1.17 

1.16 

.01- 

+ 

1.470 

.920 

OTTOS CH. L VEC- 

28. 5 

Q.OQ 

4 

750 

677 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX, 116.53 *CBG: 

0.00 

267 

115478 

155791 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX, 152.55 *CBG: 

*0.63 

373 

174999 

729881 







PARALLEL 

MARKET SHARE PRICK 

LIST FOR 

WEOENSDAY 

09/04/1997 




.690 

.370 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

17.2 

0.00 

6 

12050 

51B4 

.43 

.43 

- 


.790 

-((0 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

11.7 

0.00 

9 

9850 

4350 

.44 

.44 

“ 


.850 

.670 

UNION XIV. 50* 

64.1 

0.00 

2 

500 

85 

.67 

.67 



.840 

.370 

ARAB FIN. INVEST, 

<t 

0.00 

13 

32550 

13346 

.41 

.41 

- 

N 

.950 

.740 

AL-SEARQ IKV. 75* 

S 

0.00 

1 

10000 

5700 

.82 

.82 

" 

N 

.950 

.620 

AL-DAWLTYAH 75* 

14.0 

0.00 

1 

250 

93 

.62 

.62 

“ 


.6(0 

.200 

JOR. EOS . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 

0.00 

5 

3700 

816 

.23 

.23 



.7(0 

.510 

ARAB FOOD 6 MED. 

E 

0.00 

9 

720D 

4086 

.56 

.57 

.01+ 


1.690 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

S 

0.00 

8 

4500 

6465 

1.43 

1.44 

.01* 


.690 

-(30 

ARAB ISTL.INV.TRD- 

<2 

o.oo 

5 

3300 

1452 

.44 

.44 

- 


.720 

.(90 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

2 

2500 

1273 

.51 

.50 

.01- 


.850 

.(00 

SAIL - MULT . ENG . NAM1CO 

E 

8.00 

33 

75500 

38367 

.50 

■ 51 

.01+ 


.660 

.(30 

HAYZAK DIES G MOULDS 

E 

0.00 

2 

3074 

17=1 

.56 

.56 

— 


.990 

.720 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 

o.oa 

8 

2637 

1977 

.75 

.75 

— 


1.330 

-900 

OTTQH TOBACCO 75* 

E 

0.00 

1 

50 

33 

.90 

.90 

— 


.770 

.550 

RAZI PHARH. 657 

B 

8.00 

21 

35350 

8741 

.59 

.60 

.01+ 


.820 

.590 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

o.oo 

B 

3350 

1988 

.61 

.59 

.02- 


.870 

.530 

HID. EAST COMPLEX 

9.3 

0.00 

42 

30700 

24253 

.79 

-79 

“ 

GRAND TOTAL 

_ a 

. 



176 

237061 

119927 

I — — 
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U.S. agencies target 
$5 billion in Asian 
infrastructure projects 


WASHINGTON (AFP) 
— U.S. trade groups are 
mountins a major drive 
to help V.S. companies 
win a share of some S5 
billion in construction 
projects in Asian emcrc- 
ing markets, the Trade 
and Development 

Agency (TDA) has said. 

The Independent feder- 
al agency is arranging 
conferences for U.S. 
business representatives 
in four cities. San Jose, 
California; Cleveland, 
Ohio; Philadelphia. 
Pennsylvania: and New 
Orleans. Louisiana. 

The meetings will 
focus on means to secure 
emerging market infra- 
structure projects that are 
underwritten by the 
Manila-based Asian 
Development Bank, said 
TDA spokesman Steven 
Meviglto. 

"The United Stares gets 
a very small share of 
those right now-, whereas 
with some of the other 
banks around the world 
we do much better," he 
said. 

TDA Director Joseph 
Grandmaison called the 
Asian Development 
Bank's programme “an 
unprecedented opportu- 
nity" for U.S. companies 
to 'secure contracts and 
create jobs in the United 
States. 

"Our agencies are join- 
ing forces to ensure that 
American companies 
learn how to do business 
with the Asian Develop- 
ment Bank and are aware 
of the full range of tech- 
nical and financial assis- 


tance available” he 
added. 

In addition to the TDA, 
representative* from the 
Asian Development 
Bank, the Export-Import 
Bank of the United 
States, the Overseas Pri- 
vate Investment Corpo- 
ration and tlie Commerce 
Department's export 
assistance centres will 
participate in the meet- 
ings. 

Mr. Mevialio said the 
TDA. which assists U.S. 
engineering firms com- 
pere for feasibility stud- 
ies. was directing its 
efforts toward projects in 
six countries, notably 
Indonesia, the Philip- 
pines and Vietnam. 

In Indonesia. the 
agency is looking at a 
$330 million plan to 
upgrade urban sen ices, 
while in the Philippines 
the focus is on a S3 2 mil - 
lion plan to improve 
water distribution in >ix 
cities. 

The project in Vietnam 
is for road improvement 
and is worth 530 to $40 
million. 

"While many U.S. 
companies are aware of 
business opportunities in 
Japan, China and Tai- 
wan, they may not be 
aware that financing is 
available for projects in 
India, Thailand. the 
Philippines, Malaysia. 
Indonesia. Vietnam. 
Bangladesh. Cambodia, 
and Laos." said J. David 
Levey, manager of the 
Cleveland World Trade 
Association. 


J ORDAN 


DAJANI 

JEWELLERS 


Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKETPLACE *** Jordan Marketplace) 


World gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th Circle. Amman 
Also in Brazil 


r 



Big furnished 
or unfurnished villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 

■ We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
^unfurnished for rent ^ 


tym AddncM. *)*■ 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Teh 823891 




DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


i 


{lo&tcud/ia+tt 


Teppanyaki j 
Sashimi 
Sushi 


l* 



Quality Serviced Suites 

* One A Two Bedrooms ■ FoBy 
.Equipped Kitchenettes ’ Dafly & 
Lose Stay * Reasonable Rues 


Tel 69267 


crown ticm 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA, JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE 

- FITNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS A SQUASH 
COURTS 


TEL: 758180; 
Radio & TV Station Rd. 




I E A L EC TATI 


p 

FOR 

RENT 

JL* 

r’ 

fll’I'dXC V 1 llrlS 
P- 

AppanrriL.-nts 
in Amman 

For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


Pizzas - Pasta 


Exotic Sandwisbes , 


Hamburgers 


Scaled and Home Dtlivi rv Service 


^ G ? ] 0% 


Shu 

tcl 680670 



ROTAlttAHT 

Qpan Baifg 
from (2. SO - tfidnight 
You can enjoy a fate 
lunch or an early dinner. 

Stvmtwn! dm cNB Hoom, 

Tel. 079-37971 


For Res. 812997 - 81 d l.ffi' 
Mccc.t St. D.ioud Center 
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Holyfield-Tyson bout postponed 


LAS VEGAS (R) — The 
rematch between Evander 
Holyfield and Mike Tyson, 
originally scheduled for 
May 3. has been postponed 
because Tyson suffered a 
cut in sparring, the head of 
the Nevada State Athletic 
Commission said on 
Tuesday. 

Tyson took three stitches 
to close a cut over his left 
eve, suffered in sparring on 
Tuesday, sources close to 
the Tyson camp said. 

Don King Productions, 
which promotes Tyson, has 
scheduled a news confer- 
ence at the MGM Grand 
Hotel where the much antic- 
ipated rematch was to have 
been held. 

The new date under dis- 
cussion is June 28. Nevada 
State Athletic Commission 
Executive Director Ratner 
said. 

Ratner said a commission 
doctor will examine Tyson 
before the news conference. 

ESPN Cable Television 
reported the cut Tyson suf- 
fered in sparring Tuesday is 
in the same spot where 
Tyson was cut when he lost 
his World Boxing 
Association title to 
Holyfield on November 9th. 
According to ESPN the cut 
was re-opened three weeks 
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Boxer Mike Tyson attends a press conference held to 
announce the postponement of his May 3 rematch with 
Evander HotyGeld. at the MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 
Tyson reopened a cut above his left eye in training and 
said he was following the advice of doctors in postpon- 
ing the fight (Reuters photo) 


ago and never healed prop- 
erly. 

This is not the first time 
Tyson has pulled out of a 
fight with Holyfield. 

Their 1991 fight was post- 
poned because Tyson had 
bruised ribs, and was can- 
celled after Tyson was 
charged with rape. Tyson 
ultimately spent three years 
in prison on the rape convic- 
tion. 

Last July, Tyson post- 
poned a bout with Bruce 
Seldon due to bronchitis, 
and a broken thumb forced 
the postponement of a fight 
with Buster Mathis Jr. In 
November, 1995. 

The rematch between the 
current and former heavy- 
weight champions was 
expected to have been the 
most lucrative in boxing 
history. 

Holyfield was to receive 
about $35 million, and 
could increase his pay-day 
to $50 million from a cut of 
pay-per-sales from strong 
pay-per-view sales. Tyson 
will likely get $20 million. 

Holyfield dominated 
Tyson in their first fight 
from start to finish, before 
stopping him in the 11th 
round. 


Angels beat Yankees in 12 innings... 


ANAHEIM. California (R) — Gary 
Disarcina's fielder's choice vvith one 
out in the 12th inning scored Jim 
Edmonds, lifting the Anaheim Angels 
lo a 10-9 victory over the New York 
Yankees on Tuesday. 

Edmonds led off' the inning with a 
double to left olT Jeff Nelson (0-2). 
Former Yankee Jim Leyritz sacrificed 
Edmonds to third and Nelson inten- 
tionally walked Garret Anderson and 
Orlando Palmeiro to load the bases. 
Disarcina chopped Nelson's first pitch 
up the middle and second baseman Pat 
fcUy an 

off-balance flip, to shorstop Derek 
Jeter, w ho couldn’t get a throw off as 
Palmeiro Slid into him. 

In Oakland. Reggie Jefferson home- 


red twice and drove in four runs and 
Darren Bragg cracked his second 
career grand slam during a seven-run 
seventh inning us the Boston Red Sox 
pounded out 17 hits in a 13-7 victory 
over the Oakland athletics. 

Bragg had three hits and finished 
with a career-high five RBI. and Bill 
Haselman added three hits and one 
RBI for Boston. 

Rick Trlicek (2-1) retired the final 
batter in the sixth for the victory and 
Butch Henry allowed one run over 
three innings for his second save. 

Jose Canseco went 4-for-5 with three 
including a home run. for 
Oakland. 

In Seattle. Lee Tinsley's single 
snapped a tie and sparked a four-run 


fifth-inning and Ken Griffey and Jay 
Buhner each homered and drove in 
four runs to lift the Seattle Mariners to 
a 14-8 victory over the Cleveland 
Indians. 

Reliever AJbie Lopez (0-1) was 
tagged for six runs and six hits with 
five walks and two strikeouts through 
2 2/3 innings ns the Indians had their 
three-game winning screak stopped. 

Edwin Hurtado (1-0) allowed a run 
and three hits in 2 1/3 innings of relief 
for the win. Dennis Martinez was 
tagged for seven runs and 1 1 hits over 
. four-plus innings in his first start of the 
season. The 4 1 -year-old Martinez is in 
his 22nd year in the majors, having 
spent the last three with the Indians. 


... as Braves win fifth straight game 


ATLANTA (R) — Tom 
Glavine allowed four hits 
over seven scoreless innings 
and Jeff Blauser went 4-for- 
4 with three runs as the 
Atlanta Braves won their 
fifth straight game. 4-2 over 
the Houston Astros on 
Tuesday. 

Glavine (2-0) walked wo 
and struck out four in 
improving to S-10 lifetime 
against the Asrros. He is the 
winnincest pitcher in the 
major leagues since 1991. 
with 108 victories. Mark 
Wohlers struck out two in a 
perfect ninth inning for his 
third save. 

Blauser has hit in his lust 
eight at-bals. two away 
from the national league 
record shared by nine play - 


ers. 

Kenny Lofton had three 
hits and two RBI for the 
braves. 

In Los Angeles. John 
Olerud went 4-for-4 with 
two runs scored and an RBI 
while Bobby Jones pitched 
eight solid innings for his 
second win as the New York 
mets defeated the Los 
Angeles Dodgers. 5-3. 

Todd Hundley and 
Bernard Gilkev drove in 
two runs apiece for the 
mets. Greg McMichaeJ 
worked a 1-2-3 ninth for his 
first save. 

"Just location.” Dodgers 
Manager Bill Russell 
responded when asked what 
was wrong with Valdes' per- 
formance. "Olerud came up 


in the right spot and 
Johnson was getting on base 
in front of him.” 

“I felr good,” said Olerud. 
“He (Valdes) came after me 
with a lot of fastballs. “He 
cried to get ahead early. I’m 
trying to set more out of my 
lower body and I had a real 
good spring.” 

In San Diego, Steve 
Cooke. Rich Loiselle and 
John Ericks combined on a 
one-hitter and Tony 
Womack's two-run triple 
accounted for all the scoring 
as the Pittsburgh Pirates 
blanked the San Diego 
Padres. 2-0. 

Cooke (1-1) allowed one 
hiL walked one and struck 
out three in seven innings 
for his first win since July 


10th, 1994 as he improved 
to 2-2 lifetime against the 
Padres. Cooke threw just 73 
pitches and retired 12 con- 
secutive batters before he 
was replaced by Loiselle to 
begin the eighth. 

“I worked my butt off to 
get back to this point,” said 
Cooke missed all of 1995 
with shoulder trouble and 
pitched just three games last 
season. 

In St Louis, Willie 
McGee's solo homer with 
two outs in the bottom of 
the ninth inning lifted the 
St. Louis Cardinals to their 
first win of the season, 2-1 
over the Montreal Expos. 

Ugueth Urbina (1-1) got 
Tom Lampkin to foul out 



CAREER OPPORTUNITIES — SAUDI ARABIA 


A leading Saudi Office Furniture Company requires highly skilled and 
experienced professionals for the following position. Attractive salary and 
benefits. 

Sales Engineers — Contract Furniture 

• Engineering degree, preferably in Architectural/Interior Design with 2 years 
related work experience. 

• Excellent communication skills In both English and Arabic are mandatory. 

• Preferably between 24 and 28 years old. 

• Ability to understand end-user requirements and relate it to product lines. 

• Excellent customer service and sales skills. 


Please fax your resume in English with recent photo by April 20, 1997 to 
(+966-1)479 2588 or mail to - The Furniture Division Manager (OA). P.O. Box 
382 Riyadh 11411 Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 


INEMA 


TEL:634144 


CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


PHILADELPHIA “V 

Billy Zane & 
Kristy Swanson... in 

THE PHANTOM 


PHILADELPHIA *2” 

Hugh Grant & 
Julianne Moore in 

NINE MONTHS 


Fulham, 

Wigan 

gain 

promotion 

LONDON (AFP) — 
Oldham picked up a crucial 
point in their English First 
Division battle against rele- 
gation when they held vis- 
iting Birmingham to a 2-2 
draw. 

And Fulham and Wigan 
ensured promotion from 
Division Three — Fulham 

forcing a 0-0 draw at 

Mansfield and Wigan beat- 
ing visiting Colchester 1-0. 

Oldham, with only three 
wins in their last 1 6 games, 
twice trailed but came back 
on Tuesday. 

Birmingham went clear 
through Paul Furlong after 
just 17 minutes but a Lee 
Richardson penalty 12 
minutes later put the home 
side level. 

Sixty seconds later 
Birmingham were in front 
again with a goal from 
Martin Grainger — but 
Paul Reid equalised six 
minutes after the break 
with a superbly flighted 
free-kick. 

Oldham remain second 
from the bottom with 39 
points from 41 matches. 


Nightmare over for Hodgson 


MILAN (AFP) — Roy Hodgson's 
dream of winning the UEFA Cup with 
Inter Milan came closer to reality here 
on Tuesday night, despite a nightmare 
45 minutes against French League lead- 
ers Monaco. 

Inter, 3-0 up in the second half against 
1 0 men, looked certain to reach the final 
before a ?oal by Nigerian Victor Ikpeba 
lifted Monaco’s hopes of an upset in the 
second leg. 

Hodgson was pleased with the first- 
half performance, but said: “In the sec- 
ond-half, some of the players were a 
nigh tma re. And I don’t know why. 

“It's disappointing because at half- 
time I thought we could win 4-0 or 5-0 ” 

But the Inter coach, who will be in 
charge of Blackburn Rovers next sea- 
son. has every faith for the second leg in 
a defence which has only conceded six 
goals in their nine UEFA Cup ties. 

They can also count on the competi- 
tion’s top goalscorer in Maurizio Ganz, 
who took his tally to eight on Tuesday 
night and also laid on Inter’s third goal 
for Ivan Zamorano. 

Ganz said: “Before the match. I'd hap- 
pily have settled for a 3-1 win. But hav- 
ing been 3-0 up and with them down to 
10 men. Dcpeba’s goal really hurts- 

“If it hadn’t been for that goal, the 
second leg would be like a Walk in the 
park. 

“Instead, we’re going to have to fight 
all the way and it won’t be easy. We’ve 
got to hit them on the counter-attack, 
just as they did to U.S. in the second 
half here.” 

For Ganz. who has done his share of 
warming the substitutes' Bench this sea- 


son and even considered moving. ^ 
espanyol in the Spanish League, 
UEFA Cup has been a godsend. 

“I really wasn't expecting it. but this is 
obviously my lucky competition, he 
said. “And the goals are a repayment for 
all the dark times I've been through this 
season.” ’ 

Zamorano. who will miss the second 
leg through suspension, added: “The 
match was a fair reflection of Liter 
Milan's season, where we've played 
well in one match and then badly in 
another. 

“Our second half was not one to 

remember." 

But he told his teammates: "No joking 
around in the second leg in Monaco — 
because I want to win the UEFA Cup " 

For the future hosts, much will depend 
on the form of their Brazilian striker 
Sonny Anderson who, along with 
Ikpeba, was a constant menace in the 
second half. 

Anderson said: “Despite making lots 
of mistakes, we showed at the end that 
we can hit back, and that we can cause 
big trouble for any side. 

“With the score at 3-1. we’ve still got 
a 40 per cent chance of reaching the 
final and I'm sure we'll manage it. I 
wasn't surprised or impressed by inter 

- we cave them the weapons to hurt 

U.S.. 

“But believe me, we've learned the 
lesson.” 





Atlanta Braves' Jeff Blauser leaps over Houston Astros* Russ Johnson as Johnson breaks up a doubleplay on a ball 
hit by teammate Brad Aiismus in the seventh inning in Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


and struck out Roberto 
Mejia on three pitches to 
begin the ninth before 
McGee hit his first pitch 
over the right-field wall for 
his first home nan of the 
season. 

“You dream of things like 
that, but I’m not that type of 
Hitter,” McGee said. “I've 
always been strong enough 
but I'm a line-drive Hitter 
that's why I think I've been 
consistent over the years 


because I stay within 
myself.” 

Reliever Mark Petkovsek 
(1-1) limited Montreal to 
two hits and struck out three 
over four scoreless Innings 
for the victory. 

In San Francisco, Scon 
Rolen’s two-out single in 
the seventh scored Gregg 
Jefferies with the go-ahead 
run as the Philadelphia 
Phillies nipped the San 


Francisco giants, 2-1. 

Mark Leiter ( 1- 1 ) became 
the first person other than 
curt Schilling to win for 
Philadelphia, giving up an 
unearned run and three hits 


over seven innings for his 
first win against his forme/ - 
team. *■ 

Ricky Bottalico struck out 
three of the four barters he 
faced for his third save. 


Anaheim JO NY Yankees 9(12 Inns) 

Boston 13 Oakland 7 

Seattle 14 Cleveland 8 

(PPD - Toronto at White Sox) 


The Ministry Of Water And Irrigation 
Water Authority Of Jordan 
_ Announces 

The Sale Of Old Ipc Steel Pipeline By 
public Auction 

The Water Authority announces the sale of old IPC 
steel pipeline (16") by public auction for a total length 
of 25 KM in Azraq area. The pipeline extends from 1 
well No. 14 till well No. 134. The auction will be held ! 
on 12th of April 1997 at 1 1 a.m. 1 

Those who are interested in purchasing the pipes 
should contact the selling committee at Al-Mafraq 
Water Directorate. The bidders are requested to 
submit 20% of the auction value “in cash" or a 
cheque certified through a reputable bank. 

The purchaser shall pay customs duties, auction 
duties, the revenue stamps, and any other taxes and 
duties. 

Eng. Koussai Quteishat 
Acting Secretary General 


Florida 
Atlanta 
St Louis 
Ny Mets 
Pittsburgh 
Philadelphia 


5 Chicago Cubs 3 

4 Houston 2 
2 Montreal 1 

5 Los Angeles 3 
2 San Diego 0 
2 San Francisco 1 


FOR RENT 


3 large bedrooms with built-in closets, maid's room,' 
large living and reception area, closed veranda! 
study, 3 bathrooms, kitchen and telephone (290 
sq.m.) (unfurnished) v 

-Ground Floor A partment 

h th?! 001115, lvlng room - dinin 9 roorn i ^tchen, 2 
bathrooms, veranda, garden, telephone (178 
sq.m.) (unfurnished) ' 

Location: Two blocks before Philadelphia Hotel. 

Telephone: From 09:00 hrs/13:00 hrs 
639442 After 14:00 hrs. fiQOsaft 


MA TEL699238 

PLHZH 

Me I Gibson ....in 

RANSOM 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30,10:30 Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1" 

MADONNA & 

ANTONIO BANDERAS.. .IN 
EVITA (new print) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:00, 8:30, 10 30 

SPACE JAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre \ 

^ TEL: 625155 J 

The play is currently being 
performed in Qatar 
We will be back during 
Al Adha Holiday 

For reservations call 625155 * 
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Arantxa Sanchez Vlcarm 


V 


Sanchez Vicario, 
Martinez advance 


-Are- 



.AMELIA ISLAND (Rj — 
Second seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario and fourth 
seed Conchita Martinez, 
both from Spain, woo their 
second-round matches at 
the S450,000 Bauscb Lorab 
Championships on Tuesday. 

Sanchez Vicario, a two- 
time champion, rallied past 
Argentina’s Flore ncia 

La bar, 3-6 6-2 6-3. 

Martinez, the 1995 winner, 
disposed ef south African 
Joanette Kruger, 6-3 6-1. 

"I didn’t play very well in 
the firsf set,” Sanchez 
Vicario said. “I rushed 
myself. I was nor very 
patient. T made the mistake 
of letting her get into the 
match.” 

Third-soeded American 
Monica Seles, who reached 
r ^ finals of both events she 
entered the last two weeks, 
withdrew from the tourna- 
ment Tuesday, suffering 
from a fever of 103 degrees 
and bronchitis. Seles fell to 
World No. 1 Martina Hingis 
of Switzerland in both the 
Lipton Championships and 
Family Caele Cup finals. 

Seles was replaced in the 
draw by lucky loser Diaz 
Oliva of Argentina, who 
will face former teenage 
prodigy Jennifer Capriati of 
the United Slates on 
Wednesday night. 

In other second-round 
action, fifth seed Anke 


Huber of Germany stormed 
past Radka Znibakova of 
the Czech Republic, 6-2 6- 
2, and sixth seed Lindsay 
Davenport of the United 
States needed just 40 min- 
utes to roll past Shi-Ting 
Wang of Taipei in a night 
match, 6-2 6-0.. 

Ninth seeded Mary Joe 
Fernandez of the United 
States defeated Sarah 
Pitkowski of France, 6-3 6- 
0. No. 11 Mary Pierce of 
France, last year’s finalist, 
crushed Germany’s Elena 
Wagner, 6-0 6-1 and num- 
ber 13 Brenda Schuitz- 
McCanhy of the 
Netherlands stopped 
Adriana Gersi of the Czech 
Republic, 6-1 6-1. 

Fourteenth-seed Elena 
Likhovtseva of Russia ral- 
lied past American Tami 
Whitlinger-Jones, 2-6 6-4 
6 - 1 . 

No. 1 5 Magdalena 
Maleeva of Bulgaria pulled 
out of the event today with 
a right wrist injury. She 
was replaced in the draw by 
Germany's Jana Kandair, 
.-■who beat Spain’s Cristina 
Torrens Valero, 6-3 6-2. 

In addition, teenage phe- 
nom Venus Williams of the 
United States got past fel- 
low American Jolene 
Watanabe, 1-6 6-4 6-1. 

First prize is $79,000. 


Premier League and FA 
Cup live on Orbit-ESPN 
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ORBIT-ESPN Sports will 
air live and exclusive cov- 
erage of a great encounter 
from the English Premier 
League on Saturday, April 
£2 at 1:55 p.ra. GMT when 
Manchester United travel 
to take on Blackbnrn 
Rovers. 

Orbit-ESPN Sports will 
then present a Super 
Sunday of live sports an 
April 13. The day starts off 
at 10:55 a.m. GMT with 
live and exclusive coverage 
of the first FA Cap semi- 
' final between Chelsea and 
Wimbledon. The second 
semi-final between 

Middlesbrough and 

Chesterfield airs five at 
1 :55 p.m. GMT. 

Orbit-ESPN Sports will 
offer bi -lingual commen- 
tary for all three games 
with English commentary 
on Charnel 19 and S9 and 
Arabic cm Channel 18 and 
88 . 

The live soccer action 
ISntinues at 5:00 pjn. 
GMT with 90 Minutes. 
Orbit-ESPN’s coverage of 
a top game, from the 
Spanish Liga. 

Golf followers can settle 
down to live coverage of 
the final round of The 
Masters tBumamem at 8:00 
p.m. GMT. Played at the 
Augusta National Golf 
Club in Augusta. Georgia, 
the Maswrs is one of the 
most famous tournaments 
in the world. 

Il is not an easy course 
and the record round of 63 
was established by Nick 
Price in 1986. Entry is by 
invite only and the exclu- 
sive cIi* includes Greg 
Norman, Fred Couples and 
Jack NidUaus among oria- 
ers. The year 1996 saw 
rijNick Faldo win the coveted 
v green jadter. 

Sports fens can then end 
the day with all the news 


and action from America in 
Sport Centre live at 11:00 
p.m. GMT followed by 
Baseball Tonight at 11:30 
p.m. GMT with live cover- 
age of the Houston Astros 
at the St. Louis Cardinals. 


Cavaliers beat Knicks to tie for playoffs 


NEW YORK (R) — Terrell 
Brandon had 25 points and 
1 1 assists and the Cleveland 
Cavaliers moved back into a 
tie for the final playoff berth 
in the Eastern Conference 
with a 93-73 victory over 
the New York Knicks on 
Tuesday. 

Danny Ferry and Chris 
Mills added 21 points 
apiece for the Cavaliers (39- 
371. who pulled into a tie 
with the Washington 
Bullets, who lost to Toronto. 
“I didn't know until the 

game was over that 

Washington had lost.” said 
Mills, who added 12 
rebounds. “This team has a 
lot of courage and heart. 
They could have taken us 
lightly tonight. They've 
beaten us three times." 

Patrick Ewing scored 17 
points and Allan Houston 
added 14 for the Knicks. 
who fell five games behind 
first-place Miami in the 
Atlantic Division with six 
games remaining. 

At New Jersey, AJonzo 
Mourning scored 13 of his 
season-high 35 points in the 
fourth quarter as the Miami 
Heat overcame a 20-point 
second-quarter deficit to 
post a 94-92 victoiy over 
the New Jersey Nets. 

Tim Hardaway added 26 
points and Voshon Lenard 
had 15 for Miami, which 
has won five straight games. 

With the win and a loss by 
New York to Cleveland 
tonight, Miami opened a 
five-game lead over the 
Knicks for first place in the 
Atlantic Division with just 
six games left 

In Dallas, Sasha Danilovic 
scored a season-high 22 
points and made 3-of-4 
three-pointers in the fourth 
quarter as the Dallas 
Mavericks stopped their 
season-high 1 1-garae losing 
streak with an 87-82 victory 
over the Portland Trail 
Blazers. 

Shawn Bradley had 17 
points, five rebounds and 
■four blocked shots-and A.C. 
Green added 13 points and 
14 rebounds for the 
Mavericks. 

At the Warriors, Eddie 
Jones scored 11 of his 17 
points in the first quarter 
and Kobe Bryant scored a 
season-high 24 points off 
the bench as the Los 
Angeles Lakers grabbed an 
early lead and held on for a 
109-85 victory over the 
Golden State Warriors. 

Jones eight points in a 10- 
0 run that gave the Lakers a 
28-15 lead with 1:38 left in 
the first quarter. Los 
Angeles took a 30-19 
advantage into the second 
quarter and led, 65-35, at 
halftime. 

In Los Angeles. Charles 
Barkley scored six of his 35 


Empk>ymehtOpporlJLinity 
With A Leading Ngo 

Position: Production Manager for a Ceramics Factory. 
Job Requirements: 

1. University Degree in industrial Engineering or related 
field. 

2. Minimum five years work experience in a production 

environment 

3. Proven experience in planning, schedaling, 

implementing and evaluating production progress 
towards predetermined targets. 

4. Proven experience in human resource management 

5. Strong interpersonal skills, fluency in English, 

computer literate. 

Attractive salary and benefits package 
available. Applications must be received no 
later than April 24, 1997, and dfreete* to: 

The Executive Director, P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman 11183, Jordan. 



Jordan Phosphate Mines 
CO., LTD. 


ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER 
No.: 19F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 
19F/97 for the supply of: 

(( (12) dedusting units for conveyor transfer 
points at Eshidiya mines )). 

The tender documents are available at 
JPMC offices in Amman, Supply 
Department, until 2:00 p.m. local time 
Monday 28th April, 1997. Application for 
documents should be accompanied by a 
non-refundable fee of JD(30) for each set 
of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 
12:00 hours local time Saturday 10th May 
1 997. 

Sarah Madani 
Managing Dfrectorj 


points in a key fourth-quar- 
ter run as the Houston 
Rockets upended the Los 
Angeles Clippers, 127-1 17. 

Mario Elie and Clyde 
Drexler added IS points 
each for the Rockets, who 
have won three straight and 
seven of Lheir last eight. 

Malik Sealy scored 26 
points and Loy Vaught 
added 18 for the Clippers. 
Los Angeles had its lead 
over the Sacramento Kings 
for the final playoff spot in 
the Western Conference 
shrink to three games. 

“Charles sure looks like 
he's back to me." said 
Rockets coach Rudy 
Tomjanovich. “He made the 
big plays when he had to. 
he’s tremendous." 

In Milwaukee. Penny 
Hardaway scored 2 1 of his 
30 points in the second half 
as the Orlando Magic ended 
a slump by roaring to a 97- 
82 victory over the reeling 
Milwaukee Bucks. 

Hardawu\ added 1 0 
assists and scored seven 
points in a 22-3 burst across 
the third and fourth quarters 
for Orlando, which had lost 
five of its last six games. 
Dennis Scon scored 17 
points for the Magic. 

Glenn Robinson scored 22 
points and Vin Baker added 
19 and 17 rebounds for the 
Bucks. 

In Phoenix. Wesley 
Person scored 14 of his 23 
points in the fourth quarter 
and hit seven three-pointers 
as the surging Phoenix Suns 
became the first team in 
NBA history* to have dou- 
ble-digit winning and losing 
streaks in the same season 
and clinched a playoff berth 
with a 1 15-107 victory over 


the 


Minnesota 


Kevin Johnson had 23 
points and Jason Kidd 
recorded his second triple- 
double of the season with 
15 points. 13 assists and 10 
rebounds. 

Phoenix has won 10 
straight games and moved 
into a sixth-place tie with 
the Timberwolves in the 
Western Conference. The 
suns started the season with 
13 consecutive losses. 

In Sacramento. Mitch 
Richmond scored 26 points 
and Corliss Williamson 
added a season-high 24 as 
the Sacramento Kings kept 
their playoff hopes ali\e 
with a 109-93 victory over 
the Vancouver Grizzlies. 

The win pulled 
Sacramento within three 
games of the Los Angeles 
Clippers for the final play- 
off berth in the Western 
Conference. The Kings 
have six games remaining, 
including lour ai home. 

Michael Smith had 16 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Brian Grant contributed 19 
points for Sacramento. 

In San Antonio. Monty 
Williams scored 20 of his 
career-high 30 points in the 
second half and the San 
Antonio Spurs held the 
Denver Nuggets to nine 
third-quarter points in a 96- 
90 victory. 

Cory Alexander added 15 
points and Vernon Maxwell 
had 13 for San Antonio, 
which has won 10 of 12 
games against Denver, 
including five in a row at 
home. 

Antonio McDyess scored 
17 points for the Nuggets. 

In Toronto. Damon 
Stoudamire scored 29 
points and triggered a 12-4 
run at the end" of the first 
half that broke open a close 
Toronto 


Timberwolves. 


game as 

the 


NBA 

RESULTS 


Toronto 

100 

Washington 

94 

Miami 

94 

New Jersey 

92 

Cleveland 

93 

New York 

73 

Dahas 

• 87 - 

Portland 

82 

Orlando 

97 

Milwaukee 

82 

San Antonio 

96 

Denver 

90 

Phoenix 

115 

Minnesota 

107 

LA Lakers 

109 

Golden Stale 

85 

Houston 

127 

LA Clippers 

117 

Sacramento 

109 

Vancouver 

93 


Newly Furnished Ground Floor 
Apartment For Rent 

Location: Between Tla'a AI All & AI Rabieh. 
Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting, 
dining, salon, kitchen, garage, big garden, 
independent boiler and independent entrance. 
Please call: 835259 



etausy 





Bedroom accessories 
Plants 
Gift items 
Bath accessories 
Kitchen accessories 


Tel. 5536180 
AI-Kelo traffic - Behined Jorsal 



Toronto Raptors' guard Damon Stoudamire iR) goes around Washington Bullets' for- 
ward Harvey Grant during first half NBA action in Toronto. The Raptors beat the 
Bullets 100-94 (Reuters photo) 


Raptors coasted to a 100-94 
victory’ over the Washington 
Bullets.. 

Walt Williams added 24 
points Tor the Raptors. 


Calbsn Cheaney and 

Chris Webber scored 21 
points apiece for 

Washington, which lost for 
just the" second time in its 


last nine games. The Bullets 
fell into a tie with the 
Cleveland cavaliers for the 
final playoff spot in the 
Eastern Conference. 


Under the Patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor AI- Hussein 
The Canadian Embassy & AI - Amal Cancer Center 
Invite you to JOIN 

The 3 rd Terry Fox/AI - Amal Center Run 

“ Nothing in life is truly bad , not even cancer" - Terre Fox 

Friday April 25, 1997 Starting 9.00 AM 


From Al-Hussein 
Sports City, to 
Al-Amal Center 
and back, 
for public 
awareness 
activities and 
entertainment . 



Help raise Cancer 
awareness & 
raise funds for 
Cancer research 
in Jordan . 

If Terry can do it, 

so can YOU ! 


Ticket price : JD1 for children", JD5 for adults . 

Get a free T-shirt & cap with each ticket . 

Ticket sales at : AI- Amal Center, the Canadian Embassy. Safeway, 
Music Box, Babiche. Freddy For Music. Power Hut, and Alahlia - Abela. 
For more information call AL-Amal Center (B493B7) or the Canadian Embassy (666124) 



When giving to others, 
think of all the options 
we have in store for you 

Eid Mubarak. 



Jordan Design 
£■ Trade Center 


Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 6:00 AM - 7:00 PM 
IOff Wadi Saqra Street, between Kirg Abdullah Gardens & Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 
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A masked Palestinian student pops his head through the roof of a paper Israeli bus to imitate an explosion during a 
Hamas rally on Wednesday, ahead of university student council elections (Reuters photo) 

Inter-faith conference concludes with 
differing stands on state and religion 


Israeli 

military 

wants free 

action 

against 

protesters 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Senior Israeli 
army officers have 
demanded greater freedom 
to open tire on Palestinian 
protesters in the face of 
escalating violence in the 
West Bank. Israel Radio 

reported on Wednesday. 

The radio quoted senior 
field commanders as say- 
ing the army's response to 
violent demonstrators 
needed to be “more effec- 
tive and firmer." notably by 
targeting "organisers who 
incite the mobs” 

But the radio said 
General Uzi Dayan, who 
commands troops in the 
West Bank, and the army 
attorney general rejected 
the demands. 

The report came after the 
worst day in three weeks of 
violence left three 
Palestinians dead and 
around 100 wounded in 
Hebron on Tuesday. 

The ■ violence erupted 
after a Jewish settler shot 
and killed one Palestinian 
man. Two other 
Palestinians were killed by 
rubber bullets tired by 
Israeli troops who came 
under a five-hour barrage 
of stones and firebombs. 

Standing rules of engage- 
ment iD the Palestinian ter- 
ritories demand that sol- 
diers "show great restraint" 
in responding to rioters and 
only open fire with live 
ammunition if their lives 
are in danger, the radio 
said. 

Field officers are also 
under orders to let the 
Palestinian police take the 
lead in trying to contain 
demonstrators in areas 
under their control. 

There have been almost 
daily street protests on the 
West Bank since Israel 
broke ground march IS on 
a new Jewish settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem 

Five Palestinians have 
been killed by soldiers in 
the clashes, but only one of 
these was shot with live 
ammunition, the others 
being killed when they 
were hit in the head by so- 
called rubber bullets — 
steel balls encased in plas- 
tic which are normally not 
lethal unless fired at very 
close range. 

Settlers meanwhile called 
on the army to toughen its 
response to the protests, 
notably by using sharp- 
shooters against those who 
lead violent demonstra- 
tions. 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — Represen- 
tatives from the Evangelical 
churches of Germany and 
members of Muslim com- 
munities and organisations 
on Wednesday disagreed on 
a unified definition of secu- 
larism and failed to work out 
a common framework for 
the relations between reli- 
gion and stale. 

On the one- hand, the 
Evangelical Church, found- 
ed in the 16th century by 
Martin Luther in opposition 
to the temporal powers of the 
Roman popes, has historical- 
ly been an advocate of sepa- 
ration between the sphere of 
the stare with all its worldly 
affairs and the religious and 
spiritual sphere of the 
church. 

“Some aspects of secular- 
ism are vital to the very' exis- 
tence of our churches, fund- 
ed at a time when religious 
institutions were too often 
and too deeply involved in 
political affairs, to the extent 
that the priests, busy with 
their temporal obligations, 
did not have time to follow 
the spiritual and religious 
affairs of the communities 
under their jurisdiction" said 
the Rev. Andreas Feldtkeller. 
professor of science of mis- 
sion at Heidelberg 
University. 

On the other hand. Islamic 
scholars maintained that it 
would be naturally impossi- 
ble to find any affinity 
between secularism and 
Islam because Islam is a 
fully integrated code of life 
and the Holy Koran provides 


a “divine policy for human 
beings” covering all aspects 
of life. 

Rejecting the possibility 
that the Muslim World could 
ever experience a secularisa- 
tion process similar to that in 
the West. Iraqi Professor at 
A1 al Bait University. Faruk 
Samerra'i. recalled Sura 33, 
Verse 36: “It is not fitting for 
a believer, man or woman, 
when a matter has been 
decided by God and His 
Apostle, to haw any option 
about their decision.” 

The three-day Christian- 
Muslim consultations on 
“Religion and Secularism" 
organised by the Royal 
Academy for Islamic 
Civilisation Research — AJ 
al Bait Foundation — ended 
on Wednesday with a sum- 
mary of the ideas which 
were discussed rather than 
with a final deliberation. 
Farouk Jarrar. the rapporteur 
of the conference, admitted. 

Mr. Jarrar told the closing 
session that though the “rela- 
tion between secularism and 
religion occupies a great 
place in our contemporary 
life, scholars disagree on a 
unified definition of secular- 
ism" and stressed the need 
for “further discussions at 
different levels" on the rela- 
tion between religion and 
secularism.” 

The second point of the 
final report read in English 
by the Rev. Heinz Klautke 
drew bitter criticism from 
some Muslim participants, 
who asked for its elimina- 
tion. “If secularism is built 
on the achievement of exper- 
imental science and societal 
organisation, there is nothing 


that contradicts religion. At 
the contrary, it coincides 
with religion.” Similarly, 
participants objected on 
another point, which stated 
that: “In the secular Western 
society there are clearly sep- 
arated areas of experience, 
life and activity: on the one 
hand the area of faith, reli- 
gion and the church, and on 
the other hand the area of 
knowledge, culture and the 
state. Both areas are related 
to each other in a construc- 
tive and critical way." 

One of the participants 
opinionated that this point 
“contains embe llishm ents 
and praises to secularism, 
and it may be read as an invi- 
tation for Muslim societies 
to copy the Western experi- 
ences." 

“We refuse it,” another dis- 
gruntled scholar declared. 

Co-chairing die closing 
session with Bishop Rolfe 
Koppe. President of Al al 
Bait Foundation 

Nassereddin Assad pointed 
out that the point clearly 
refers to the experience of 
Western secular societies 
only and does not convey 
any biased message. 

In addition, the conference 
identified some common 
basic problems which sup- 
porters of the secular state 
concept as well as supporters 
of the non-secular political 
order have to solve, includ- 
ing the participation of reli- 
gious minorities in public 
life on the basis of equal 
rights and opportunities, the 
ability of people of different 
convictions to peacefully 
coexist and settle their con- 
flicts in a pluralistic society. 


and preventing the exploita- 
tion of religious feelings for 
selfish political interests. 

Editor-in-chief of Arabic 
daily Al Dustour Nabil 
Sharif pointed out that this 
last point, referring to funda- 
mentalism, must be clarified. 
“Does it apply to certain 
groups or does it set a gener- 
al rule?" Dr. Sharif asked the 
conference. 

The conference agreed that 
“as far as the main chal- 
lenges of secular societies — 
pluralism, ethics, freedom, 
etc. — are common to 
Christians and Muslims, a 
cooperation in discussion 
and action is recommended." 

“We have to work out our 
responsibilities as Christians 
and Muslims in a pluralistic 
world," 

Stressing the necessity to 
create suitable conditions for 
the respect of human dignity, 
“so that human beings could 
make their free choices and 
realise their existence with 
all its material and spiritual 
dimensions." The partici- 
pants gathered in Amman 
from 10 countries conceded 
that “secularisation was and 
still is a process of mutual 
transformation of both reli- 
gion and society. This 
process is highly ambivalent 
and we cannot ignore it" 

“Contemporary pluralism 
is a ‘fair of truths," of mental 
orientations which deter- 
mine the life of people. We 
all have to remember that on 
this ‘fair of truths, only 
those will survive who have 
a truth to tell," the final dec- 
laration concluded. 


Iran warns Bonn over Kurd trial but 
pledges to protect German interests 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — 
Iran warned Wednesday of a 
threat to relations with 
Germany over the outcome 
of a trial of five men accused 
of the murder of Iranian Kurd 
opposition leaders in Berlin, 
but pledged to protect 
German lives and interests 
here regardless. 

On Tuesday, the German 
Foreign Ministry advised its 
nationals against navel ling to 
Iran because of anxiety over a 
possible negative verdict 
Thursday in the trial of one 
Iranian and four Lebanese 
accused of killing four Kurd 
leaders in a Berlin restaurant 
in 1991 

Bui Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velaynti 
told a press conference here: 
"Aliy speculation on such 
threats is pure fantasy. 

Iran has always demon- 
strated a dignified attitude in 
its foreign relations, even if 
subjected to hostile acts.” 

“In our foreign policy, we 
always take into account Our 
interests and Islamic dignity 
and decency," he added. 
“They are suffering from illu- 
sions" to think the whole 
world is going to crumble 
down because of this affair.” 

Around 300 German 
nationals, including diplo- 
mats. live in Iran. 

German prosecutors have 
linked Iranian political and 


spiritual leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and President Ali 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani 
with the 1992 assassinations. 

A warrant has already been 
issued for Iranian 
Intelligence Minister Ali 
Falluhian. who is accused of 
ordering the killings. 

The affair has deeply 
strained ties betw een Iran and 
its main trade partner 
Germany, and the prosecu- 
tors’ charges provoked angry 
reactions in Iran, including 
massive protests in front of 
the German embassy last 
November. 

Referring to the trial, Mr. 
Velayati said his countiy 
would “wait and see"* the out- 
come of the “unfortunate sit- 
uation.” 

Apparently forecasting 
problems with Bonn in the 
event Tehran is condemned 
by the court, he said Iran had 
"no need” of relations with a 
country “which makes it 
trample on its Islamic dignity 
and principles." 

“Future relations depend on 
Germany. We want good 
relations based on mutual 
respect and equal rights. But 
a friendship cannot be one- 
sided, or it cannot last,” he 
said. 

But Mr. Velayati acknowl- 
edged that the German gov- 
ernment is "independent" of 
its judiciary'. “This we know'. 


What we have objections to 
is why the Berlin court has 
not preserved its indepen- 
dence and become politi- 
cised." 

“How can they use some 
fugitive and criminals like 
Bani Sadr as a witness? A 
w itness should be unbiased,” 
he said, referring to exiled 
former Iranian President 
Abolhassan Bani Sadr. 

“This is a malicious politi- 
cal act. The court is tainted 
with political considera- 
tions,"* he said. 

Iran, meanwhile, is taking 
its own measures against 
Germany, planning to sue 24 
German firms which alleged- 
ly supplied Iraq with chemi- 
cal weapons technology dur- 
ing its 19S0-19S8 war with 
the Islamic republic and “cer- 
tain” German officials who 
approved such exports. 

The Iranian judiciary said 
Monday the defendants 

would be called to appear in a 
Tehran court shortly follow- 
ing complaints from more 
than 1.000 relatives of vic- 
tims of chemical attacks dur- 
ing the war. 

In an unexpected move, the 
Iranian parliament’s foreign 
relations sub-committee dis- 
cussed late Tuesday 

prospects for future relations 
with Bonn, but postponed 
any decision pending more 
information. 


Red Army suspects 
appeal against bid 
for stiff sentences 

BEIRUT (AFP) — A lawyer for five suspected Japanese 
Red Army members charged in Lebanon with using false 
documents appealed Wednesday against a demand by pros- 
ecutors for stiff prison sentences, judicial sources said. 

Bechara Abu Saad appealed to the cassation court against 
Tuesday’s decision by the Beirut indictment chamber to 
recommend prison sentences of at least seven years for the 
five suspects, the sources said. 

The cassation court’s ruling on the appeal is irrevocable. 

The indictment chamber, the last judicial hurdle before 
the case comes to court considered the crimes merited 
tough sentences even though an examining magistrate last 
week recommended jail terms of between three and seven 
years. 

The suspects, arrested in February, were charged with fal- 
sifying documents and four lesser offences: use of false 
passports, illegal entry and residence in Lebanon and using 
false identities in preliminary interrogations. 

"Interrogations hinted that the five suspects belonged to 
the Japanese Red Army and had,used false documents for 
their safety and because they could not obtain Japanese 
passports.” Mr. Abu Saad said. 

The five suspects include 5 7-y ear-old Masao Adashi, 
described as the Middle East leader of the group which car- 
ried out a series of spectacular attacks in the 1970s. 

The other suspects are Kazuo Tohira, 44. Haro Wako. 48. 
Mariko Yamamoto, 56, and 49-year-old Kozo Okamoto, 
the only survivor of the commando team which attacked 
Lod airpon in Tel Aviv in 1972, killing 26 people. 

Japanese Red Army members are regarded by many 
Arabs as heroes of the Palestinian struggle and the arrest of 
the five has been condemned by many organisations 
including the Iranian-backed HizboUah movement. 

TTie Red Army worked with the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine until 1978, when it Announced it 
was halting its operations abroad against the Jewish state. 


Arab League: 
Israel boycott 
to be revived 

MANAMA (Agencies) — The Arab League plans to 
revive its economic boycott of Israel to force the Jewish 
state to change its policies. Esmat Abdul Meguid. the sec- 
retary-general of the pan-Arab body, said here Wednesday. 

"The league will try to revive the Arab boycott of Israel 
because that’s the only language the Jewish state under- 
stands and the only way to make it change its am cude ana 
allow the peace process to go forward, he said. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid. speaking at a seminar in the Bahrain 
capital, also said Palestinian protests in the occupied tem- 
tores would eventually force Israel to modify its policies. 

The Palestinian territories have been rocked by daily 
clashes between Israeli troops and demonstrators since 
Israel began construction last month of a settlement in 
Arab East Jerusalem. 

Mr. Abdul Meguid also said the league s decision last 
month to freeze normalisation of relations with Israel was 
a shock for the Jewish state, which didn't expect such a 

move." . . 

The Arab League imposed an economic boycott on Israel 
following its creation in 1948 but Jordan and Egypt have 
since established relations with the Jewish state and sever- 
al other countries have begun a process of normalising ties. 

In Cairo, Arab countries said Wednesday that a 
Mediterranean security pact proposed by Europe is impos- 
sible until they are at peace with Israel. 

Representatives of 10 Arab countries mei in Cairo on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to study proposals for a Euro- 
Mediterranean conference to be held in Malta on April 15 
and 16. 

Syria, Lebanon. Egypt and Libya argued that a French 
proposal for security cooperation between Middle East 
nations and Europe is a non-starter because of the state of 
war between most Arab stares and Israel, an Arab League 
source said. 

"Given the current imbalance in forces in favour of Israel 
and Europe, it is impossible to talk of expanding security 
cooperation," the source said. 

The four countries believe it is "impossible to talk about 
military cooperation in the shadow of Israel's continued 
occupation of Arab territories. 

"So as not to offend France — a friend and ally of the 
Arabs — the participants decided to set out their position 
in the form of observations and not objections." the source 
added. 

The Arab countries are to hold another meeting at foreign 
minister level on the eve of the Malta conference to finalise 
their joint position on the proposed security pact as well as 
economic and social cooperation with Europe. 

The Malta conference follows up on a forum held in 
Barcelona in November 1995 which called for a new Euro- 
Mediterranean partnership. 

Sheikh Mohammad Sayed Tantawi, Egypt's top Sunni 
Muslim authority, said in remarks published Wednesday 
that suicide bombings were "permissible" against military 
but not civilian targets. 

"Suicide operations ... are permissible so long as they are 
staged against enemies who are carrying out inhumane and 
terrorist policies," the cleric told a group of professors and 
students at the University of Cairo. 


SPLA offers prisoner 
swap with Khartoum 


NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Sudanese rebels offered on 
Wednesday to swap 300 cap- 
tured government soldiers 
for five rebels seized by a 
force allied with Khartoum 
in southern Sudan late last 
year. 

John Garang. leader of the 
Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). said fee 
exchange was necessary for 
humanitarian reasons and 
would go ahead wife it when 
fee government of Sudan 
accepted fee deaL 

An SPLA statement said 
Colonel Garang had asked 
the Norwegian government 
to coordinate wife fee 
International Committee of 
fee Red Cross (ICRC) on the 
prisoner exchange. 

He told Khartoum however 
that fee 300 Sudanese pris- 
oners of war to be exchanged 
would be selected from fee 
earliest group captured by 
rebels since the civil war 
began in 1983 and would not 
include prisoners captured in 
offensives earlier this year. 

The five SPLA rebels were 
captured, as they were being 
flown back to home areas in 
the south late last year after 
receiving treatment at an ierc 
hospital in northwest Kenya 
for bullet wounds. 

The plane, however, land- 
ed at an airstrip in fee south 
held by a faction allied with 
Khartoum. The aircraft, its 
American pilot, Kenyan co- 
pilot and an Australian ICRC 
nurse were later released. 

Forces under Col. Garang's 
command have stepped up 
their war this year to topple 
Khartoum’s government 
through a rebel coalition 
called fee -National 
Democratic Alliance (NDA). 

Since 1983 the SPLA has 
fought for independence or 
greater autonomy for fee 
Christian and Anunist south 
from fee Muslim and Arab 
north. The NDA says it aims 
to trigger a popular uprising 
in Khartoum. 

In a separate development, 
Carl Tins tm an, fee coordina- 


tor of U.N. aid agency oper- 
ations in southern Sudan, 
said fee United Nations was 
trying to clarify Khartoum's 
position on aid work in areas 
of southern Sudan seized this 
year by fee SPLA rebels. 

He denied accusations by 
Khartoum feat U.N. aid vio- 
lated Sudan's sovereignty 
and agreements between the 
government and Operation 
Lifeline Sudan (OLS), which 
groups aid agencies in fee 
south. 

He said all assistance pro- 
vided through OLS to south- 
ern Sudan was humanitarian 
and never "direct support to 
the outlaw movement" — as 
said by a government 
spokesman at fee weekend. 

Meanwhile, the Khartoum 
government said a town in 
western Sudan's south 
Kondofan state has been 
recaptured by government 
forces. 

The commissioner of Ad 
Dalanj province, Abdul 
Jabar Hussein Osman said to 
Sudan's News Agengy 
(SUNA): "By liberating 

Abyad town, which is in 
Delami locality and is 150 
kilometres (90 miles) east of 
Ad Dalanj town, on April 2, 
Ad Dalanj has now become a 
province of peace and stabil- 
ity." 

Abyad lies in an important 
agricultural area which pro- 
duces a considerable portion 
of fee country's sesame and 
sorghum crops. 

The commissioner said the 
rebels "are holding up a large 
number of citizens as prison- 
ers, and employ fe-m in 
fanning to supply th> feels 
with food and in c. ving 
arms, ammunition and ledi- 
cines for fee rebel troo: . " 

The commissioner has 
accused an intemaiinal 
organisation of providii fee 
rebels in south Kordofan 
with their needs of food, 
arms and medicines. 



Touch of poetry 
for late tax filers 


MIAMI (R) — Several 
thousand last-minute 
income tax filers in seven 
U.S. cities are in line fora 
treat that may reflect their 
deepest thought ai tax 
time — "April is the cru- 
dest month." The 

Academy of American 
Poets will give out free 
copies of U.S. Eliot’s 
poem ’The Wasteland" to 
late filers who line up at 
post offices between 1U 
p.m. and midnight or/® 
April 15. the lasfday to 
file 1996 tax forms on 
time. “April is the 
Cruelest Month" is the 
poem’s opening line. 
More than 3.000 paper- 
backs will be distributed 
in Miami, New York, San 
Francisco, Denver, 

Chicago. Boston and 
Washington D.C.. the 
academy said. 

Sextuplets heading 
for free college 

NEW YORK (R) — The 
parents of sextuplets bom 
last month in a New York 
City' suburb had one less 
expense to worry about — 
college tuition — “on 
Tuesday after the state 
university of New York at 
Stony Brook offered free 
tuition to all six, who 
would graduate in fee 
class of 2015. The offe^. 
four years of school f Jr 
six students, is worth 
$81,600 today, university 
officials told a news con- 
ference. “Now I don’t 
have to get that third or 
fourth job,” joked the 
babies' father, Rocco 
Boniello, 30. a technician 
for the Nynex telephone 
company- Beverly 
Boniello, their mother, 
works as a mail carrier for 
fee U.S. Postal Service. 

Plane survivors 
credit sorcerer 
for escape 

BOGOTA (R) — The 
father of two young chil- 
dren found alive after a 
plane crash in a remote 
jungle-covered area of 
northwest Colombia said 
on Tuesday that a sorcer- 
ess was the key to their 
rescue. The children, aged 
■five and three, were res/| 
cued by helicopter along 
with their grandmother on 
Monday, five days after 
the small commuter air- 
craft in which they were 
travelling disappeared in a 
guerrilla-infested area of 
Choco province. The chil- 
dren’s mother died in fee 
crash along with the 
plane’s pilot and one 
other woman. 

Thatcher-hater 
is arrested 

LONDON (AFP) — An 
Egyptian lawyer who 
bombarded former Prime 
Minister Margaret 

Thatcher with hate mail, 
was arrested as he tried m 
break down fee door of 
her London office, the 
Daily Telegraph reported 
Tuesday. Mohammad 
Mahdi was taken away 
screaming in handcuffs 
after calling Thatcher a 
"psychopath” and a 
"slut,” a court in London 
was told Monday, report- 
ed the paper. The court 
heard that Mahdi was 
obsessed wife the idea 
that fee former premier 
had plaeed him under sur- 
veillance for years. He 
made numerous visits to 
Thatcher’s office and on 
March 12 threatened to 
break down the door 
when he was refused 
entry. He was convicted j ^ 
of using disorderly con- 
duct and bound over to 
keep the peace for a year. 




